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• This dramatic pic - 
ture taken from the 
deck of HMS Liverpool 
by LA(PHOT) Woifie 
Wilkinson shows ash 
billowing 30,000ft into 
the air during one of 
the most violent erup¬ 
tions of Montserrat’s 
volcano so far. 


THE Town NG 








AS VIOLENT explosions 
inside Montserrat s vol¬ 
cano continued to blast 
out super-heated ash 
and rock, HMS Liverpool 
was on the spot to begin 
the evacuation of up to 
3,000 people writes 
Dominic Blake. 

As Navy News went to press 
the ship was anchored in Little 
Bay in the north of the tiny 
Caribbean Island and teams 
were ashore to organise the 
exodus to nearby Antigua. 

The explosions have 
been getting stronger and 
more regular, with the most 
powerful occurring at last 
light and soon after dawn. 
The former capital of 
Plymouth is in ruins. 

Speaking by satellite telephone, 
HMS Liverpool's Lt Chris Carlisle 
said: "Scientists from the 
Montserrat Volcano Observatory 
have drawn up six scenarios, rang¬ 
ing from a Krakaton-type explo¬ 
sion to the volcano remaining as it 
is, and they think what will happen 
falls somewhere in between. 

“Areas which were thought to 
he safe have had to be evacuated 
and the number of people moving 
north has pul pressure on the lim¬ 
ited amount of shelter there. 

“It has been decided that a par¬ 
tial evacuation must take place 
and we are sending teams ashore 
to call forward evacuees, log their 
details and ensure that they leave 
safely by ferry to Antigua/ 1 
After the most serious erup¬ 
tions since June when 25 people 
were listed as killed or missing, 
the ship was called back to the 
island for Liverpool's CO, Captain 


David Snclson, and Montserrat 
Liaison Officer Lt Tim Cryar to 
hold talks with emergency plan¬ 
ners. 

The West Indies guardship will 
slay in Montserrat for as long as 
she is needed, hut is putting to sea 
at night as a precautionary mea¬ 
sure. 

Lt Carlisle said: “During the 
day we can see the volcano and 
put to sea at short notice if 
required. But at night, rather than 
risk a major ash fall, we will be 


SURVEY ship HMS Roe¬ 
buck, sporting her new grey 
livery, has left UK to become 
the first coastal survey ves¬ 
sel to conduct a Rapid 
Environmental Assessment 
(REA). 

RE As are a new concept 
which allows NATO to make an 
environmental assessment of 
potential battlefields world¬ 
wide. Roebuck will join Alliance 
warships in the Mediterranean, 


about five miles off the coast. 

“We are being very positive but 
it is tinged with regret. This is the 
lourih "time we have been to 
Montserrat and on previous visits 
we have concentrated on support¬ 
ing the islanders, working with 
local people and helping to con¬ 
struct shelters. 

“It is sad now that we are 
involved in an evacuation situa¬ 
tion. Wc have made many friends 
on the island and are sorry to see 
them losing their homes/ 1 


conducting REAs this month as 
art of Exercise Rapid 
esponse 97. 

Similar work was carried out 
by the ocean survey ship HMS 
Herald, taking part in last year’s 
Exercise Rapid Response. 
However, this is the first time 
that a coastal survey ship will 
have undertaken the task. 

The ships of the squadron 
are forsaking their traditional 
white livery to reflect their 
increased warfare role. 


First for grey Roebuck 


■ AVIATION NEWS pi2 ■ SEE NAPLES & LIVE pi3 ■ NELSON’S DARKEST HOUR pi8-19 ■ FIELD GUN VICTORS p25 
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arriers in a Hornets 9 nest 



m Sea Harrier v Hornet . . , One of HMS 
Illustrious's aircraft , pictured by LAC Peter 
Battye of the RAAF, taking part in combat 
training with an Austratian Hornet during the 
carrier s visit to Fremantle, New South 
Wales. The Harriers of 801 Naval Air 
Squadron disembarked to RAAF Pearce t 
north of Perth for the exercises off the coast 
of West Australia . More Ocean Wave pic¬ 
tures and news in pages 29 and 36. 


Poster appeal 
over Gulf War 
illness probe 


A POSTER CAMPAIGN by the Royal British Legion has been 
launched with the backing of tlie Ministry of Defence to ensure 
as many Service and ex-Service people as possible reply to ques¬ 
tionnaires for Gulf illness research. 


“You may receive either one or 
two questionnaires," says the 
Legion poster. 'Twenty minutes 
should he enough time to com¬ 
plete cadi one before sending it 
hack to the research team, 

“It doesn't matter where 
you served or whether you 
have been ill or not. All the 
information you provide is 
crucial to the study* 

"This is your opportunity to 
make an impact on the under¬ 
standing of illnesses experienced 
by Service families." 

There are three studies co-ordi¬ 
nated by the Medical Research 
Council. They will involve over 
1110,000 Service and ex-Service 
people, including 52*000 Service 
personnel who did not go to the 
Gulf. 

The health of the children of 
the 52*1 HHI Gulf veterans who are 
being asked to take part in the 
study will also be investigated. 


Wartime 

ensign 

returns 

A WHITE Ensign which flew 
over one of the RN bases 
involved in the planning of D- 
Day has been re lurried to an 
operating Naval base. 

It has been presented to the 
RNR unit on Whale Island, 
Portsmouth* HMS King Alfred - 
which has an historic link with the 
earlier establish mem. 

During World War II the flag 
flew at Exbury House near 
Southampton, commissioned in 
1942 as I IMS Mastodon. Later the 




RESEARCI l by a retired sea 
captain in California seems 
finally to have established that 
Sir Francis Drake did reach 
Cape I lorn before any other 
European mariner. 

Capt Raymond Aker appears 
to have settled the argument over 
whether Sir Francis or Dutch nav¬ 
igator Willem Schouten discov¬ 
ered the most famous maritime 
landmark in the world* 

The results of his studies of 
maps and documents show that 
Drake landed on Gape Horn dur¬ 
ing the Golden I find s circumnav¬ 
igation of the world in 1578, Up to 
now* the Dutch Cape Horners 
Foundation have maintained that 
the discoverer was Schouten. who 
in 1616 named the point after his 
home town of I loom. 


THE ROYAL British Legion plans ‘ vigorously” to step up its campaign to remove 
what it sees as an unfair system which allows local authorities to take war pen¬ 
sions into account when deciding levels of housing or council tax benefits* 


“When we started cam¬ 
paigning against this measure 
two years ago only 65 per cent 
of councils discounted war dis¬ 
ability and war widows' pen¬ 
sions when assessing benefits," 
RBL spokesman Terry English 
told Navy News . "Now it is 95 
per cent.” 

However, 311 local authorities 


still do not ignore war pensions, 
and of those 14 go to the legal limit 
by disregarding only i 10 a week. 

Tor those included in the pro¬ 
vision it is very painful to effective¬ 
ly be deprived of up lo 75 per cent 
of their pensions," said Mr 
English* “We are going to go at 
this very vigorously* and we arc 
going on the front foot to show the 
public how unfair il is. 

“We will he putting pressure on 


Spanish 
steps 
at the 
College 

THE BEAUTY of Spain 
bloomed at Greenwich 
when these flamenco 
dancers from Barcelona 
arrived to take part in 
Greenwich and Dock¬ 
lands International Fest¬ 
ival. 

Greeted here by Cdr 
Jonathan Maughan, Comm¬ 
ander of the Royal Naval 
College, the ladies danced 
in the RNC grounds before 
an audience of 8,000 as part 
of the festival opening. 

The college is due for clo¬ 
sure, and last month saw 
the departure of the last 
Admiral President, Vice 
Admiral Jeremy Blackham, 
who also held the parallel 
appointment of Assistant 
Chief of Naval Staff. 

Admiral Blackham has 
now taken up his new 
appointment as Deputy 
Commander Fleet at North- 
wood. 

Picture: George Wicks 


those local iiutlioritics who arc not 
ignoring war pensions* but we will 
also he campaigning for Central 
Government removal of the dis¬ 
cretionary powers, because as it 
stands councils which are ignoring 
war pensions today could change 
their policy and lake them away 
tomorrow*” 

A Department of Social 
Security spokesperson said 
there were no current plans 
to review the rules in line 
with the Government's 
pledge to remain within the 
former administration’s 
budget for two years. 

Cost of changing the rules, she 
said* would be £85 million, hut the 
Department did not rule out a 
review in future. 

Mr English said he understood 
the two-year commitment, but he 
would welcome an immediate 
promise by the Government to 
change the rules after that time, 

■ The Ministry of Defence has 
decided not to reimburse World 
War II prisoners of war in Europe 
who had money deducted from 
their pay to account for “camp 
pay" given by their captors. The 
deductions applied to officers, 
medics and chaplains, 

A spokesman for MOD said: 
“As far as we can Eel I the system in 
place at the time of the Second 
World War was correctly admiiiiv 
to red, and broadly speaking peo¬ 
ple got the money to which they 
were entitled." 

Sound move 

A NEW, old sound was heard by 
the people of Plymouth for the first 
time when Devon port Naval Base 
tested its improved nuclear alarm 
sirens on August 11. 

The sound, to alert people to the 
unlikely event of a nuclear acci¬ 
dent in the base, replaces an inter¬ 
rupted note and is intended to be 
louder and to carry further. 

It is similar to the wailing of the 
old air raid sirens which proved so 
effective in World War II. 


Ariel mystery 

MYSTERY surrounds this vintage Royal Navy motorcycle, 
restored by Naval veteran Dents Chorltcm, pictured here with Lt 
Cdrs Roger Davies and David Alcock of the RNR establishment 
HMS King Alfred. 

Mr Chorlton rode the wartime Ariel 35Qcc to Exbury House, 
Southampton when he heard that HMS Mastodon's ensign was to 
be handed over there (see above). He was keen to meet veterans 
of Exbury House who were attending the ceremony. Some of 
them recalled Wrens and Royal Marines riding an Ariel during the 
war. 

As Naval Ariels were rare, he has found restoration difficult 
without photographs to help him* He is now appealing to any 
Navy News readers who may have pictures of RN Ariel 350s. 


Drake was 
first at 
Gape Horn 


Legion promises to be vigorous over ‘unfair’ system 

PENSIONS CAMPAIGN 
TO BE STEPPED UP 


base became HMS King Alfred, 
and then I IMS Hawke. It decom¬ 
missioned in 1958. 

The original ensign was saved at 
that lime by the late Arthur l losey 
who was serving at Exbury House* 
11 was returned to the house for a 
D-Day exhibition, but has now 
been presented Lo King Alfred by 
Edmund de Rothschild of Exbury 
House* It was received by the 
establishment's Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Kevin Kinsella, in a 
ceremony held in the grounds of 
the house. 

At a service of dedication at 
Exbury Church a plaque was 
unveiled by the Lord Lieutenant 
of Hampshire, Mrs Mary Fagan. 
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Duke' meets 



• Above: Susan Hampshire 
shares a joke with LOM Stuart 
Cogan as she touches his col¬ 
lar for luck on board HMS 
Monmouth at Newport. 

Picture: LA Richard Thompson, FOSF. 


• inset: MMS Monmouth 
noise ranging in Loch Fyne 
prior to an earlier date with 
Joint Maritime Course 972. 


Picture: OM(UW) Weatheritl. 


ACTRESS Susan 

Hampshire called on 
HMS Monmouth when 
the Type 23 frigate 
returned to her name¬ 
sake town in Wales for a 
five-day visit. 

The famously dyslexic 
star of The Forsyte Saga ; 
The Pallisers and more lately 
The Grand was there to 
receive a cheque for £900 
on behalf of the town’s St 
Briavels Centre for children 
with learning difficulties. 

It was money raised by 
seven members of the ship’s 
company in a 400 mile spon¬ 
sored cycle ride down from 
Fas lane to Newport - the near¬ 
est port to Monmouth. 

BBC Wales featured the pre¬ 
sentation in a live broadcast 
from the 1 Black Duke 1 - as the 
ship is known around the Fleet 
after the rebellious Duke of 
Monmouth executed in 1685 - 
that also featured the ship’s 
Meteorological Officer Lt Cdr 
Martin Smith, predicting the fol¬ 
lowing day’s weather with the 
aid of a fir cone . * * 

Other visitors included mem¬ 
bers of Monmouth RNA, local 
schools and the Monmouth 
Town Band who greeted the 
ship on arrival. 

She hosted a ‘Meet the Navy 1 
event for over 100 schoolchild¬ 
ren and a forum for careers 
advisers while helping out with 
other charity projects including 
constructing gates and paths 
and improving disabled access 
to the countryside. 

On the sports field the ship 
met strong opposition from 
local hockey and football 
teams while more money was 
raised for charity by a Golf 
Open. 

Said Commanding Officer 
Cdr Malcolm Sillars: ‘We felt 
privileged to visit both 
Monmouth and Newport which 


provided the best possible 
opportunity to refresh our 
strong links with both Town 
and County.’" 

Next ports of call were Den 
Haider and Zeebrugge for the 


Dutch and Belgian Navy Days 
respectively. 

HMS Monmouth's high pub¬ 
lic profile continued as she 
went on display for Plymouth 
Navy Days last month. 


a fair lady 


Ocean says 


it with flowers 


planted up with 12,000 flowers. 

The regiment's Forward Repair 
Group used a Foden recovery vehi¬ 
cle to move the completed model 
into position near the Bus Station, 
where it will remain on show until 
lhe end of this month, having gen¬ 
erated wide local publicity. 

And called to mind Kipling’s 
immortal lines, which here apply to 
our RM tradesmen: 

For there isn’t a job on the top 
o’ the Earth the beggar don't 
know, nor do - 

You can leave Hm at night on a 
bald man's ■ead to paddle J is own 
canoe - 

"E’s a sort of a bloomin' cos - 
mopotouse - soldier an’ sailor 
too,' 

• Left: HMS Ocean blooms 
in Barnstaple, courtesy of the 
Royal Marines - see Smiles' 
page f6 . 

Well met in 
Montevideo 

OFFICERS from two Argentine 
ships, the Meko Class corvettes 
ARA Rosales and Parker, visited 
the Falkland Islands patrol vessel 
HMS Leeds Castle when all were 
alongside together in Montevideo. 
Leeds Castle CO Lt Cdr Charles 
Robinson and two ships officers 
spent a morning on board the 
Rosales at the invitation of the 
Argentine Naval Attache. 


'Paperless 
ship' back 
from refit 

HMS CARDIFF has returned 
to her home port of 
Portsmouth after a 13 month 
refit at Rosyth that will extend 
her operational life by ten 
years. 

During this, much of the Type 
42 destroyer’s superstructure and 
internal compartments were taken 
back to bare metal and stripped of 
weapons and sensors to facilitate 
full upgrades in capability. 

Main machinery was removed, 
refurbished and replaced and most 
office spaces and accommodation 
areas were renovated and upgrad¬ 
ed. 

The new networked computer 
system 4 Navy star 1 was launched in 
HMS Cardiff. This will eventually 
be fitted throughout the Fleet and 
brings the ship up to date with the 
latest in computer technology and 
extended use of E-mail. 

Ultimate aim of the system will 
he to run "paperless’ ships with 
electronic communication taking 
over from traditional methods. 

Also, a new state-of-the-art dig¬ 
ital multi-channel telephone 
exchange will enhance communi¬ 
cations with the ship. 

Refurbishment of weapon sys¬ 
tems included fitting of a new 4,5 
inch gun and Scadart launcher. 



FLOWER power is not a 
concept traditionally associ¬ 
ated with the Royal 
Marines - but that’s not 
what they think in 
Barnstaple. 

There the Commando 
Logistic Regiment has set up a 


12 ft replica of HMS Ocean 
made from 12,000 flowers. 

It forms the centre piece of the 
Barnstaple-in-Bioom entry to 
national and European floral com¬ 
petitions - Barnstaple last year 
won the European Entente Flo rale 

which this year adopted a mar¬ 
itime theme. 


This coincided with the Director 
of Public Relations (Navy)'s pro¬ 
motion of the Navy's amphibious 
core capability and RM metal - 
smiths were called in to construct a 
framework model of the new 
amphibious assault ship. 

This was moved to St John’s 
Garden Centre in the town to be 


Far East 
plan for 
Cavalier 

BRITAIN’S last surviving 
wartime destroyer is likely to 
become the centrepiece of a 
maritime museum in Malaysia, 

HMS Cavalier has been lan¬ 
guishing in dry dock at Hebburn- 
on-Tyne for ten years following her 
acquisition by South Tyneside 
Council which planned in vain to 
establish a £25 million shipbuild¬ 
ing exhibition centre. 

Early this year the council 
sought to cut its losses - up to 
£30,000 a year maintenance - and 
offered virtually to give the ship to 
a bidder who could guarantee to 
renovate her and repair the dry- 
dock which she occupies. 

Council spokesman Cliff Ayton 
has told Navy News that the only 
serious hid had come from Star 
Cruise Properties who plan to 
transfer Cavalier via heavy-lift 
barge to the museum site at Port 
Kelang, near Kuala Lumpur. 

The deal was still subject to con¬ 
tract, and under conditions 
imposed on transfer of the ship’s 
ownership from the Navy, the 
Ministry of Defence had to be con¬ 
sulted. 

Mr Ayton could not confirm the 
amount which the company would 
have to spend on the ship, but it is 
thought likely to be at least a six- 
figure sum. 

Disappointed 

The proposed deal has disap¬ 
pointed ex-Service campaigners 
who have been pressing for a per¬ 
manent home for Cavalier in UK, 
Sid Anning, chairman of the HMS 
Cavalier Association, said that 
while it was better for the shjp to 
go abroad than be scrapped, his 
association would make last- 
minute efforts to keep her in 
Britain. 

'"She is a very important ship 
historically,” he said, “ and we will 
seek support for her preservation 
as a national heritage vessel. She 
should be a memorial to the hun¬ 
dreds of Royal Navy destroyers 
and the 30,000 men in them who 
went to the bottom of the sea in 
World War II.” 

He said he and the association’s 
president. Rear Admiral John 
Hervey, would redouble their 
efforts for national funding for 
Cavalier, and would press for the 
Heritage Department to review 
her export. 

Mr Ayton said: ,£ South Tyneside 
Council would be happier for the 
ship to remain in UK, but there is 
no financial assistance for that 
coming from anywhere, 

"The council will sell the ship 
for a nominal £], therefore we 
believe that heritage rules on the 
export of ships at least 50 years old 
and worth about £40,000 do not 
apply." 

■ Anyone wishing to contact 
Mr Anning over his campaign 
should write to him at 14 Kipling 
Gdns, Crownhill, Plymouth PL5 
3DD (01752 768201). 


IN BRIEF 


FLAGSHIP Portsmouth’s new 
season tickets have been sold to 
over 2JMK) customers in the firsi 
two months they have been made 
available. Twelve military muse¬ 
ums in the south of England have 
also launched a £1 'frequent user’ 
card, valid until 31 March 1998, 
which offers 50 per cent off entry 
to the museum at which it was 
bought plus 20 per cent off all the 
others. 

□ □ □ 

FOURTEENTH series Of the 
Nelson Birthday Lectures will 
be held at Portsmouth Central 
Library on September 27, fea¬ 
turing the Spithead and Nore 
Mutinees of 1797 and the 
experience of French POWs 
during the Napoleonic Wars. 

□ □ □ 

ROYAL Society of Marine Artists 
annual exhibition will be held at 
the Mall Galleries from October 
22 - November 2. Tel 0171 930 
6844 for details of admission and 
special events. 



































DON'T LET GOOD 
QUALITIES GO 
OY THE DOARD 



SELECTION boards for 
Chief Petty Officer will 
be taking place soon so 
this month Drafty takes 
an in-depth look at pro¬ 
motions. 

The boards are chaired by a 
commander with representa¬ 
tives from Captain Naval 
Drafting, the Directorate of 
Naval Manning and external 
authorities such as FOSF, 
FOSM and FQNA. 

The number that will actually be 
promoted depends on how many 
DNM says arc required in the next 
higher rate by the end of the pro¬ 
motion year, December 31, 1998. 

By subtracting the number of 
personnel who are leaving or are 
being promoted from the numbers 
that are currently serving, you get 
the number of CPOs that are 
needed. 

As a rule of thumb, if your 
branch is growing, there are likely 
to be more promotions. On the 
other hand, if you branch is getting 
smaller, there will be considerably 
fewer. 

There are many high quality 
candidates considered for each 
vacancy, so not every good candi¬ 
date will be selected. 

Promotion boards examine pro¬ 
motion dossiers which contain all 
selection reports and the POLC 
reports of each individual From 
April 1, 1998 POLC is required 
before selection, so the message to 
personnel is 4 Get you POLC 
course booked now!' There are 
always spare places available so it 
is worth asking for a short notice 


SELECTION BOARDS 
OFFICERS APPOIKTTED 



Do they have to pass boards 
to qualify as selectors? 


vacancy, providing your current 
employer is able to spare you. 
Ring your drafting section for 
details. 

So, what do promotion boards 
look for? The first thing is consis¬ 
tency. It is not enough to do one 
job really well and then sit back 
and wait for promotion. 

First step 

You need to present the board 
with a range of jobs where you 
have performed consistently well. 
This is the first step on the promo¬ 
tions ladder. 

You should ask your Divisional 
Officer whether the reports being 
looked at by the selections board 
present that picture. If not, you 
should address the problem by 
submitting an up-to-date drafting 
preference form and an appropri¬ 
ate C24U if you want to apply for a 
specific job. 


The next step on the ladder is to 
consider your potential for the next 
higher rate. Do you consider that 
you have some of the qualities 
required? Do you have the poten¬ 
tial to be really effective in the next 
higher rate? 

Personnel need to show their 
divisional officers what potential 
they have and work on the areas 
where improvement is needed, 
making sure that the DO reflects 
those qualities in his or her report. 

When staff are debriefed on 
their next reports, they should 
remember to think about this and 
take note of whether anything has 
been said, and if not, why not? 

Personnel should ask the ques¬ 
tion and make sure that they 
understand the answer. No one will 
be promoted unless their 
Divisional Officer, Head of 
Depart me nt or Commanding 
Officer makes it clear to the selec¬ 
tion board that there is clear 
otential to he effective in the next 
igher rate. 

Assuming that individuals have 
achieved a consistent performance 
over a number of different drafts 
and that their DO considers them 
eminently suitable for the higher 
rate (and qualified in all respects) 
then they should receive a NOW 
recommendation for promotion. 

If there are areas where person¬ 
nel still need to improve their per¬ 
formance, gain experience or 
where they lack some of the quali¬ 
ties required for the next higher 
rate, then a NOT YET recommen¬ 
dation is appropriate. 

There is no stigma attached to a 
not yet recommendation for pro¬ 
motion. A NOW received after a 


series of well explained NOT YETS 
will give the selection board all 
they need to note the progression 
through the rank ana make the 
eventual NOW recommendation a 
great deal stronger. 

It is far better to get a NOT 
YET and understand where 
improvement is needed than 
receive a NOW which does not 
convince the selection board. 

Those approaching their last 
four years m Service also need to 
be thinking about 20E. Selection 
for 20E is very much driven by 
employability. 


Staff should think about whether 
or not their branch has recently 
restructured or is it likely to do so 
in the future, and if so h whether 
they have the skills needed to be 
considered as fully employable. 

Other factors to consider are 
whether individuals are qualified 
for Warrant Officer - two GCSE 
equivalents (one in English lan¬ 
guage) are required. 

Many personnel will feel that 
they are too junior to be thinking 
about this, but in selecting senior 
ratings for 20 E, selection boards 
do not just look at future employa¬ 


bility, but also consider the promo¬ 
tion potential for Warrant Officer 
as most WOs are promoted while 
on 2QE. 

The message is clear, staff must 
prove their potential for the future. 
Improving management and lead- 
ersnip skills based on sound profes¬ 
sional expertise are what the board 
needs to see, and the sooner they 
see it in reports, the better the 
chances of promotion. 

If personnel have any questions 
about this article they should con¬ 
tact their Divisional Officer. 
Anything he cannot answer should 
be passed up the divisional chain 
and, if necessary, passed to the pro¬ 
motions office. Divisional Officers 
are welcome to call on D6 Section 
for an acquaint visit at any time. 
Please ring Ext. 2383 to arrange a 
visit. 

Warning 

In the current RN manning cli¬ 
mate it is most unlikely that CND 
will approve requests for early dis¬ 
charge mo re than two m onths 
before the TX date, even if the rat¬ 
ing has a firm job offer and can be 
spared by the employing unit. Such 
people can be usefully employed in 
a gapped billet elsewhere. You have 
been warned! 
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Historic submarine shapes up 


HMS OCELOT has achieved an even 
higher profile amongst maritime 
attractions in Chatham, 

The 35-year-old submarine, moored 
at Chatham Marine has been refitted 
with the 5ft high, 22ft long sonar dome 
which gave her her distinctive shape. 


Ocelot was the last British subma¬ 
rine to be built at Chatham and the 
dome acted as her ‘eyes and ears 1 
underwater. 

Chatham Historic Dockyard 
Education Officer Jane Middleton 
said: “It has been quite a job to track 


down an active dome but eventually 
one was found which could have been 
the original prototype for Ocelot.” 

Guided tours are available and the 
submarine is open daily from 10am to 
6pm until September 15 and from 12 
noon to 6pm until November 2, 



• HMS Ocelot shows off her distinctive 4 new’ sonar dome. The O class submarine was the last to be built in Chatham 
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Ships of the Roval Naw 


No 502 




Facts and figures 

Class: Hunt-class mine counter measures vessei 

Pennant number: M3G 

Builder: Vosper Thornycroft, Woolston 

Launched: December 5, 1979 

Commissioned: June 11, 1981 

Displacement: 750 tonnes loaded 

Length: 60 metres 

Beam: 10 metres 

Draught: 3,4 metres 

Ship's company: 45 (five officers) 

Machinery: Two Ruston Pax man 9-59K Deltic 
diesels; one Deltic 9-55B diesel for pulse genera¬ 
tor and auxiliary drive; two shafts, bow-thruster 
Speed: t5 knots diesel, eight knots hydraulic 
drive 

Range: 1,500 miles at 12 knots 

Combat data systems: CAAIS DBA 4 action 

data automation 

Sonars: Plessey 193M Mod 1; hull-mounted; 
minehunting; 10Q/30GkHz. Mil Cross mine avoid¬ 
ance sonar; hull-mounted; active; high-frequency; 
Type 2059 to track PAP 104/105 
Affiliations: Ledbury Hunt; Ledbury Town 
Council; Pol Roger (wine merchants); John 
Masefield School; RNA Hereford Branch; TS 
Ajax, Methil, Fife; High School of Dundee CCF 
Sponsor: Lady Elizabeth Berth on, wife of Vice 
Admiral Sir Stephen Berth on 


F OR A vessel of her size, 
mine countermeasures 
vessel HMS Ledbury is a 
well-travelled ship. 

She has seen service in the Gulf 
and South Atlantic, and this year 
visited the Baltic twice on exercise - 
with a third trip on the cards. 

Ledbury, the second of the Hunt- 
class ships, is an all-rounder in the 
field of mine warfare in that she is 
capable of both mmesweeping and 
mine hunting. 

The traditional art of minesweep¬ 
ing involves the destruction of mines 
using a towed wire to sweep them 
up, whereas minehunting has come 
into its own as technology has 
advanced. 

The modern RN minehunter 
uses high-definition sonar to identi¬ 
fy a mine, and then deploys a robot¬ 
ic miniature submarine or divers to 
place explosive charges. 

Cameras carried by the RCMDS 
(Remote Controlled Mine Disposal 
System) Vehicle means the sea bed 
can also be scanned, and suspicious 
objects identified at a safe distance, 
Portsmouth-based Ledbury is 
only the second ship of her name, 
but her predecessor bad an eventful 
career, winning six battle honours, 
Hunt-class destroyer HMS 
Ledbury was ordered two days after 
the outbreak of the war, part of the 
second series of Hunt-class ships, 
and she was laid down at the 
Southampton yard of J. Thorny croft 
in January 1940. 

Air raid damage delayed her 
completion until September 1941, 
and the 1,580-ton destroyer soon 
took up escort duties between 
Seapa Flow and Iceland. 

In June 1942 she was attached to 


One ship, two rotes - HMS Ledbury (above). Pictured right is her Second World War predecessor. 

hull, which is non magnetic and 
strong enough to withstand shocks 
associated with mine clearance. 

Great care has been taken to 
reduce the ship’s magnetic and 
noise signatures - main machinery 


the ill-fated Arctic convoy PQI7, 
from which 24 ships were lost. 

Only two months later she was 
dose escort in the Pedestal convoy 
to Malta, and her defiance of Axis 
aircraft and submarines was a cru¬ 
cial factor in the successful 
defence of the island. 

During the fierce attacks 
which dogged the convoy, 
Ledbury claimed three enemy 
aircraft de^royed and five 
damaged, and was one of three 
destroyers which helped the 
crippled tanker Ohio into 
Grand Harbour. 


ing the Allied landings in Sicily and 
Salerno, and in the Adriatic and 
Aegean. She was scrapped in 1958. 

Her modern counterpart was 
one of the largest in the world to be 
built with a glass-reinforced plastic 


The shh 
impressive r 


> added to her 
attle honours dur- 


I BATTLE HONOURS I 

MALTA CONVOYS. .. .. 

.1942 

ARCTIC. 

.1942-43 

SICILY... 

1943 

SALERNO. 

.1943 

ADRIATIC.... 

1944 

AEGEAN .... 

.1944 

KUWAIT. .. 

1991 


attention payed to mountings. 

The ship's main engines are 
two Deltic diesels, with a third 
used for slow-running while 
working with mines. 

A hydraulic bow thruster does 
away with the need for an acti¬ 
vated rudder system. 

Ledbury was awarded the 
Redifon Trophy in April for 
communications excellence. 


Globetrotting Ledbury 



□ The first Wrens appeared in 1917. 


□ Nelson's last signal at the Battle of Trafalgar was “Get stuck in”. 


Now tell us on which page you spotted Jack « Page.. 

If you can fill in this coupon, and the coupons appearing in the 
next two editions of Navy News, you have a chance of winning a 
£500 cash prize. The names of the winners will be selected at random from those who 
gave correct answers in the three editions, starting with this issue. 


FIND the Joker in Navy News for three editions - and you have a 
chance to win £500. There are also £10 cash prizes for each of ten run 
ners-up, and 20 £5 consolation prizes to be won, 

Alt you have to do is spot joker Jack - cartoonist Tugg's Navy News 
character - hiding in one of the other pages of this edition; then spot 
which one of three statements of Jack s is a load of old gash. 

Just tell us on which other page Jack’s joker character, shown here, 
appears. Tugg’s monthly cartoon of Jack's adventures on page 6 does 
not, of course, count. 

When you’ve found the joker figure, spot the joker in one of the fol¬ 
lowing three statements by Jack on naval matters. Two are true. One 
is wildly inaccurate. Just mark the box next to the untrue statement. 


Which of these three statements is NOT true: 

□ Admiral Jellicoe commanded the British Fleet at the Battle of 
Jutland. 


When you have completed all three original entry forms, send them together in one enve¬ 
lope to: 

Find the Joker, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants, POI 3HH 


They should arrive at Navy News no later than January 15, 1998. Entries with all three correct 
answers will be entered in a prize draw conducted at Navy News offices. Winners will be announced 
in the February edition of Navy News , The first name drawn will receive a prize of £500. There will be 
a prize of £10 for each of the next ten correct entries drawn, and a further 20 consolation prizes of 
£5. 

The judges' decision will be final. No correspondence will be entered into. Navy News employees or 
their relatives may not enter. 
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A selection of former MOD properties 
for sale to former and serving 


members of the armed forces 
with special military discounts 

For more information 

telephone: 0171 940 2300 
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Hats off in Oz 
to glorious 
Gloucester 

I CONGRATULATE you on a splendid publication which 
is eagerly circulated through our membership. 

Through the issues received 
over the past year several con¬ 
tacts with old comrades have 
been made. I myself have estab¬ 
lished contact with the HMS 


Cochrane 

chemistry 




YOUR article in the July issue 
on Lord Cochrane fired my mem¬ 
ory of one of his descendants. 

In 1952 I was a naval pharma¬ 
cist at RNH Haslar, I was resi¬ 
dent at 22 The Crescent, 
Alverstoke and dined each 
evening with Capt Cochrane, 
DSC, RN who mentioned to me 
once that there was a statue of his 
famous ancestor in Santiago. 

All l can recall of his own his¬ 
tory is that he was I/C 
minesweepers on D-Day and 
later Chief of Staff to Admiral 
Lamb at Lee-on-Solent. I think 
his initals were C.S. 

I would be so grateful if anyone 
could enlighten me on this mat¬ 
ter. - S.D.Levi, Sale. 

And then 
there 
were 
six... 

IN YOUR June issue you 
published a picture of 
the “first five-ship RAS 
since 1978”. I wonder 
when the RN will carry 
out the “first(?) six-ship 
RAS since 1967, as in 
the enlosed photo¬ 
graph? 

The RAS (replenish¬ 
ment at sea) was carried 
out In the South Indian 
Ocean near the Cocos 
(Keeling) Islands in 
August of that year, en 
route to Australia. 

The ships are, from 
top to bottom: RFA 
Retainer (ammunition 
supply), HMS Galatea, 
RFA Reliant (stores sup¬ 
ply), HMS Hermes, RFA 
Tideflow (tanker) and 
HMS Minerva. 

J.H.AIlison, Bicester (ex- 
HMS Galatea). 


Lost belt ot 
Brocklesby 


t ENCLOSE a photograph 
taken while 1 was on holi¬ 
day in Cornwall visiting 
the 'Lost Gardens of 
Hellgan' - where I was sur¬ 
prised to find one of HMS 
Brocklesby s lifebelts pro¬ 
vided by a pool In this 
recently opened 'Lost 
World”. - I.G.H.Cartwright 


Snubbed hero 


stole Winnie's 

thunder 


WHEN I was laid up in hospital for 
a week recently 1 took in a number 
of old editions of Navy News 1 hadn't 
had time to read properly - and was 
particularly interested in the account 
of King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth’s visit to Canada in 1939. 


Saviour of 
Jellicoe 

MY HUSBAND and I (both 88) 
were very interested to read the 
account of the collision between 
HMS Campcrdown and HMS 
Victoria in 1893 (July edition). 

My husband's grandfather was 
a survivor of that disaster and 
helped to rescue several men - 
among them Admiral Lord 
Jellicoe, with whom he later 
served. 

We have a son who was in the 
RN and his son is also now serving 
iu the Navy, in HMS Brave. - 
K.Herriott, Herne Bay. 


"Rvo years before, now 60 
years ago, I was serving as a 
midshipman in HMS Repulse. 
Capt J A LG.Godfrey had asked 
for me as his secrefaiy - and it 
was almost unheard of for a 
Paymaster midshipman to be 
Captain's Secretary in a capital 
ship. 

We had an adventurous commis¬ 
sion in the Mediterranean during 
the Spanish Civil War - hut Capt 
Godfrey had the reputation of 
being “difficult”, I think he 
respected me because I stood up to 
him. I remember one day when 1 
took a Boy defaulter's papers up to 
his cabin he said: “I am going to 
have this Boy beaten.” I said “You 
can't do that, sir, it's not permitted 
by King's Regulations for this 
offence. 

He retorted: “Don't stand 
there, boy, telling me what 1 can t 
do - tell me what I can do. Here 
am 1, a four-ring Captain, and you 
a miserable little midshipman!^ 

But he always apologised after¬ 
wards and was very kind to me in 
many ways. 

When we returned home in 
September 1938 I went up to the 
Paymaster Director General's 
Dept to find out what my next 
appointment would be. The com¬ 
mander in charge of junior offi¬ 
cers' appointments asked: “How 
do you get on with Capt Godfrey?" 
I said “Oh, alright.” “In that case,” 
he said, “you’re the only officer in 
the Navy who does!” 

He told me that Repulse was 
going to take the King and Queen 


to Canada and asked if 1 would like 
to stay on. Of course 1 jumped at 
the opportunity - but while we 
were at Portland, working up after 
recommissioning the following 
spring, the Daily Express printed an 
article saying what a scandal it was 
that when war was threatening one 
of our finest capital ships was being 
fitted out as a royal yacht. 

And so to our great disappoint¬ 
ment all the anti-aircraft guns were 
replaced and we only escorted 
them half way across the Atlantic 
as they travelled in the Empress of 
Canada. 

Godfrey was a brilliant Director 
of Naval Intelligence who fell out 
with Churchill and like other 
senior officers was sent to India to 
command the Royal Indian Navy. 
He never received a knighthood. 

I kept in touch with his widow 
until she died a year or so ago in 
- P.J- 


U.Dowdeswelt, 
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Cheyne Centre for Spastic 
Children . 

One of the great unsung naval 
heroes of World War li died in 
1971 at the age of 83, -Ed. 


Suffolk Association and through 
this, contact with my old run- 
ashore oppo whom I have not 
seen or heard about since the 
ship paid off in Liverpool in July 
1945. 

The change of uniform style 
generated quite a bit of discus¬ 
sion between us and not a little 
disquiet that certain aspects of 
the uniform would change fairly 
drastically. 

However, the recent visit of 
HMS Gloucester and the splen¬ 
did turnout of her ship’s compa¬ 
ny has left us all generally very 
pleased. 

She spent four days at Port 
Adelaide and has sailed leaving a 
very good impression indeed. 
The new-style jumper with zip 
and the class of material used to 
make it looks very smart and a 
great improvement on the old 
one. 

We were not too impressed 
with the new hat - how many 
matdots have round heads? And 
the jolly Jacks can no longer turn 
down the sides - it won’t bend. 

However, it was often used as a 
pillow when an opportunity 
came to “crash down” in the odd 
moments off-watch and I reckon 
the new one would be more com¬ 
fortable in that regard. - 
S.Cooper, Morphett Vale, South 
Australia, 


her 90s. 
Ivybridge, Devon. 


As David Brown points out in 
Men of War (Weidenfeld and 
Nicoison. 1992), Godfrey 
received no honours or awards 
for his wartime service - the only 
full Admiral or equivalent in the 
other services to be thus 
snubbed. As Director of Naval 
Intelligence he dashed with 
Church if I, who interfered in oper¬ 
ational matters and insisted on 
being the first to deliver any good 
news to the public, resenting any¬ 
thing Godfrey did, as head of 
Navy public relations, to steal his 
thunder After one row he relieved 
Godfrey of his PR responsibilities. 

Godfrey was undoubtedly the 
outstanding service intellect of 
the Joint InteHigence Committee 
-but the other members resented 
his repeated assumption of the 
lead in joint projects and in 
September 1942, on the day he 
was promoted Vice Admiral, 
Admiral Dudley Pound sacked 
him since u co-operation among 
members of the JIC . , , was not 
possible as long as you were a 
member 

The true value of Godfrey’s 
contribution to Britain 's survival in 
1940-41 and the eventual Allied 
victory would not be properly 
appreciated until 30 years after 
the end of the war. 

Admiral Godfrey was tater 
Chairman of the Management 
Committee of the Chelsea Group 
of Hospitals and founded the 


Sadness and joy 
on the seafront 

MY WIFE and l have just celebrated our diamond wedding. 
Further happy memories were brought to mind by your July issue 
in which was recounted the latest exploits of HMS Iron Duke. 

Because when I met my wife I was serving as a Stoker First Class in the 
battleship HMS Iron Duke, then a boys training ship. 

We paid off in April 1937 and I got married a few months later, with no 
marriage allowance, on 3/6 a day. 

I then joined HMS Ilex on her first commission. The majority of my 
old shipmates commissioned HMS Royal Oak and it is with sadness I see 
many familiar names on the 1939 panel of the Naval Memorial on 
Southsca Front when I visit Portsmouth, 

The happy memory is that it was on the Front by the memorial that my 
wife and I first met in 1936. 

I completed my 12 years as a Stoker PO in 1947, joined the Police and 
retired as a Chief Inspector in 1976. My naval service gave me the self-dis¬ 
cipline to continue a successful career. - A.C.Hammond, Eltham. 
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If you want to vote / your name must be on 
the electoral register. 

As a serving Regular member of HM Forces, 
you only need to register once as a service voter 
and your vote is assured for the rest of your 
service career, wherever you're posted. 

Registration forms are available from the 
admin office of your unit or ship. 

Send the completed form to the appropriate 


electoral registration officer (the form tells 
you how). You will then be able to vote at all 
Parliamentary, European Parliamentary and 
local government elections. 

Wives and husbands of Regular members of 
HM Forces can also register as service voters 
or, if they prefer, register each year as civilian 
voters (so long as they are living in the UK). 

Don't Lose Your Right To Vote. 
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Get Wise on DCIs 



Signal code 
switch can 
beat bug 

A SIMPLE switch of signal 
codes has been found to 
beat a software problem 
when sending certain sig¬ 
nals. 

Some signal messages bear¬ 
ing alpha-numeric Subject 
Indicator Codes (SICs) have 
been wrongly distributed 
when received by the 
Distributed Message 

Processing System (DiMPS) 
which is fitted to a number of 
RN warships, omitting one of 
the addressees from the 
intended list. 

This problem only applies to 
the first SfC on a message if It 
is alpha-numeric - containing 
both a letter and a number - 
and is followed by other SICs. 

A software solution to the 
problem is being worked on, 
but until then messages 
should not have an alpha¬ 
numeric SIC at the beginning 
of a multiple SIC list when 
addressing messages to HM 
Ships. 

For example, HCH/ORN/02B 
and HCH/O2B/0RN are accept¬ 
able, but 02B/HCH/ORN is not. 

DCI GEN 173/97 

Preparations 
tor closure of 
HMS Dolphin 

HMS DOLPHIN will decom¬ 
mission as a Naval establish¬ 
ment on September 30, 1998 - 
but the post of Captain HMS 
Dolphin is to disappear more 
than a year earlier. 

The post will be disestablished 
on September 17, to be replaced 
by the title Commanding Officer 
HMS Dolphin. 

At this point Commodore HMS 
Raleigh will assume responsibility 
for the Royal Naval Submarine 
School (RNSMS), 

The Director General Medical 
Training will take over responsibil¬ 
ity for the Fort Blockhouse site on 
the decommissioning of Dolphin. 

Correspondence previously for¬ 
warded to Captain RNSMS 
should, from September 17, 1997, 
be forwarded to Commodore 
HMS Raleigh, Torpoint, East 
Cornwall PL12 2PD (for policy 
matters) and Commander 
RNSMS, HMS Dolphin, Gosport, 
Hampshire P012 2AB (for rou¬ 
tine matters). 

In routine matters, when corre¬ 
spondence is sent directly to the 
Commander RNSMS, Commo¬ 
dore HMS Raleigh is to be an 
information addressee. 

DCI GEN 176/97 


Hf you want to keep your head, get a hat>| 


HORSE riders in Service events 
must ensure they are wearing 
approved headgear - or else be 
the cause of headaches all round. 

Tradition and custom play a signifi¬ 
cant part in riding dress, and that is 
taken into account by the new Instruc¬ 
tion which lays down the rules govern¬ 
ing headgear 

But if a Service person or civilian rid¬ 
ing in an official event was injured 


while not wearing the correct hat, they 
might be found to have been contribu- 
torily negligent in any damages claim, 
and a claim might be made against the 
MOD or an officer in charge. 

Service personnel, in official events 
or riding MOD sponsored horses, must 
wear a kitemarked hard hat complying 
with EN1384 or PAS015. 

Existing stocks of BS4472 (skull 
caps) and BS6473 (riding hats) must 


not be used after January 1,1998. 

Exceptions include mounted unit 
troops parading in ceremonial uniform 
and certain classes of dressage riders. 

From July 1 this year, alt items 
issued as personal protective equip¬ 
ment must carry the CE approval mark 
in addition to existing safely markings. 

Servicemen and women are also 
advised to adhere to these rules when 
riding privately, for their own safety. 


Civilians employed in a service sta¬ 
ble should be bound by these rules as 
part of their contracts of employment, 
and the rules should also form part of 
the conditions of civilians riding at a 
Service stable or sponsored event. 

Civilians who are not employees are 
expected to provide their own head- 
gear of the appropriate standard when 
riding from a Service stable. 


DC! JS 
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'MOT' certificate 
for submarines 


A NEW ‘MOT' certificate to 
guarantee the structural safety 
of submarines has been intro¬ 
duced by the Royal Navy. 

The new Certificate of Safety - 
Submarine Structural Strength 
(CSSSS) will apply to all new sub¬ 
marines, including the Astute class, 
and its applicability to existing ves¬ 
sels or those in build is being inves¬ 
tigated. 

The CSSSS will confirm that the 
submarine is structurally sound to 
undertake operational tasks in 
accordance with its design. 

It also provides proof that the 
Secretary of State for Defence, as 
the ‘‘owner” under MOD safety 
regulations, has fully carried out his 
duty of care towards the vessel and 
its crew. 

Only those pans of a submarine 
essential to strength and structural 
safety will be subject to certification. 

Thus while elements such as the 
ressure hull and supporting bulk- 
eads, nuclear reactor containment 
structure, access hatches and torpe¬ 


do tubes will all be included, other 
items such as the fin and parts of 
the casing - while important to 
operational capability - rail outside 
the certificate’s remit. 

During a new submarine's build, 
information on materials used, 
standards of design and workman¬ 
ship, and assumed safety factors will 
be supplied to an independent 
body, which will be responsible for 
issuing an interim certificate. 

Once the vessel has completed 
all trials to test the structure, the 
certificate can be fully applied, and 
is designed to stay valid until the 
next survey is undertaken. 

Any major changes to the struc¬ 
ture of the vessel, or change in 
operational or maintenance policy 
which could affect the vessel's 
structural state, must be reported to 
the body which issued the current 
certificate. 

The certificate brings submarines 
into line with surface ships - which 
already have a structural safety certifi¬ 
cate - and civil maritime structures. 

DCI RN 99/97 



New post 
takes over 
burden of 
appointing 

A NEW streamlined system 
for appointing commanders 
and below has been intro- 
duced by the Navy. 

Trials have confirmed that 
since the creation of the Naval 
Manning Agency, there are 
advantages to giving the respon¬ 
sibility for such appointments to 
a single one-star officer. 

This frees the Naval Secretary 
to concentrate on the broader 
duties of Director General 
Naval Manning and Chief 
Executive of the Naval; 
Manning Agency. 

From now on, all officer 
appointing matters at comman¬ 
der level or below now fall to 
the Commodore Naval Officer 
Appointing (CNOA), a com¬ 
mon appomtment open to any 
branch. 

CNOA will be a member of 
the Naval Secretary’s Board of 
Management. 

The first CNOA is 
Commodore Chris Beagley, the 
the current Director of Naval 
Officer Appointments (X). He 
will continue to cany out those 
duties as well as those of his new 
role. DCI RN 100/97 


Avoiding troubled waters 


EXISTING and prospective boat users must 
make sure they follow set procedures when 
procuring their vessel using public funds. 

Alt boats declared will be checked to ensure 
they meet with relevant safely and construc¬ 
tion standards, and once they have been 
cleared they will receive a boat number and be 
entered on to the MOD boot register. 

Modifications to boats or their engines must 
be authorised by \h& Design Authority and 
boat sponsor, and approved alterations are to 
be carried out by MOD approved contractors. 

Boats which are surplus to requirements but 
still fit for purpose are to be offered for reallo¬ 
cation by Commodore Naval Ship Acceptance, 
who will decide whether it wH* be moved with¬ 


in the MOD or disposed of by sale. 

Disposal of all MOD boats is the responsibil¬ 
ity of the Disposal Sales Agency. 

If the set procedures are not followed, the 
officer who authorised the procurement, modi¬ 
fication, disposal or reallocation could be held 
responsible not only for the full cost of the 
boat, but also any claims made for subsequent 
accidents. 

Ail units holding boats which do not mea¬ 
sure up to procedures laid down in BR8161 
should declare the number and type of craft 
involved within six months of the issue of this 
DCI to CNSA/AN230, MOD Abbeyvwood #96, 
A&hOc, PO Box 702, Bristol BS12 7DU. 

DCI GEN 180/97 


Adventurous charge 


CHANGES in control of Portland 
Harbour this autumn will see the 
introduction of charges for har¬ 
bour users. 

The Queen's Harbourmaster’s 
office at Portland is scheduled to 
close on September 1, and con¬ 
trol passes to a new harbour 
authority, Portland Port Ltd. 

From this date charges will be 
levied on harbour users - at pre¬ 
sent the MOD is negotiating over 
exact rates. 

In order to co-ordinate Service 
activity, all units who wish to 
o rga n iz e mil i ta ry spo nsore d 
adventurous training in Portland 


Harbour after September 1 
should channel their requests 
through the Sports and 
Recreation Officer, Bo sea wen 
Centre, HMS Osprey, Portland, 
Dorset DT5 IBL, tel extension 
5346. 

Portland harbour is a popular 
site for a wide range of water 
sports, and is used by many 
schools and clubs for leisure and 
training as well as Service person¬ 
nel and units. 

Among the sporting challenges 
available are windsurfing, dinghy 
sailing, water-skiing and diving. 

DCI GEN 169/97 


Psst - wanna borrow 
a set of wheels? 


LOANED or sponsored vehicles 
could put you on the road to disas¬ 
ter unless you follow the rules. 

Service units or individuals 
occasion ally have access to cars 
or other vehicles loaned or spon¬ 
sored by industry - but great care 
must be taken to protect the 
MOD'S impartiality. 

This is a particular risk when 
the MOD undertakes vehicle 
procurements. 

All individuals and units are 
prohibited from accepting such 
offers from non-Govcrnment 
agencies or commercial enter¬ 
prises without first obtaining the 
necessary approval from fine 
management. 

Approval will only be granted 
where the loan is needed to evalu¬ 
ate the vehicle's suitability, as part 
of a properly-staged procurement 
exercise, or exceptionally when 


vehicle sponsorship is offered for a 
specific event, and the Command 
Secretary or Chief Executive is 
happy the deal is acceptable within 
the terms of DCI 7/97. 

In all cases approval must be 
sought at least ten days before the 
start of any proposed agreement. 

If an unsolicited offer of a vehi¬ 
cle is made to an individual or a 
unit, the offer must be declined 
and Programme Director Combat 
Support Systems - the MOD 
(Procurement Executive) vested 
authority - informed. 

When a vehicle is obtained 
through the correct channels, care 
must be taken to ensure it is used 
only for legitimate service purpos¬ 
es - under no circumstances 
should it be used for journeys 
where any of the occupants are 
not on official business. 

DCI GEN 177/97 



Plugging 

HESSIAN sacks are the latest 
addition to the Royal Navy’s dam¬ 
age control equipment. 

Experience gained from the 
grounding of frigate HMS Brazen, and 
discussions with Flag Officer Sea 
Training, Flag Officer Surface Flotilla 
and the Phoenix Nuclear, Biological 
and Chemical Defence School, have 
led the Surface Ship NBCD working 
party to recommend that the sacks be 
held on board ships. 

The sacks can then be used in con¬ 
junction with rapid-hardening cement 
in the construction of cement boxes. 

RN ships carry a supply of heavy 
repair stores - metal plates, timber and 
cement included - and if timber does 
not stem the flow of water the recom¬ 
mended action is to build a wooden 
shuttered box filled with cement. 

When Type 22 frigate HMS Brazen 
ran aground in the Patagonian Canal 
in Chile during the late summer of 
1994, the damage was such that 


that gap^ 

cement boxes were not enough. 

The next step is to use sacks or 
socks, or similar items, packed with i 
cement - but hessian sacks were not a 
reuuired item on RN ships' stores. 

By filling sacks no more than one- 
third full with cement, and moulding it 
to suit the shape of the damaged loca¬ 
tion, the loss of cement to running 
water is greatly reduced. 

In Brazen, aggregate was added to 
the cement, andsheer weight of mate¬ 
rial eventually plugged the damaged 
section. The ship was able to head for 
repairs at the Chilean port of 
TaUchino after four days aground. 

The number of sacks held in stores 
depends on the size of the ship - an 
aircraft carrier would hold 200 sacks, 
while a minor war vessel would only 
need 30, A frigate would carry 80 
sacks, and around 400kg of cement. 

The sacks are to be stored on board 
alon£ with the cement, and held by the 
Marine Engineering department. 

DCI RN 120/97 j 
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Helping Hands 





CAMPBRTOWN 
GATHBIS GIFTS 
FOR ROMANIA 

HMS CAMPBELTOWN hopes to make this Christmas an unforgettable one for 
orphans in Romania and is sailing for the Black Sea with a special cargo on 
September f. 


In brief 


FUNDRAISERS for SSAFA 
Forces Help couldn't fault 
the organisers of HMS 
Sultan's charity tennis 
tournament who raised a 
record £550. 

And when SSAFA chairman 
Captain Alec Wale visited the 
establishment, Cdre Malcolm 
Shirley took the opportunity to 
present a further £2,000 from 
Sultan’s Summer Show. 

□ □ □ 

A DOZEN sailors from HMS 
Ocean cycled from eoast-to- 
coast to raise cash for a chari¬ 
ty in their affiliated town city, 
Sunderland. 

They pedalled 140 miles from 
Barrow to Sunderland and made 
£1,500 for the city’s Pennywcll 
Youth Project which provides chil¬ 
dren with activities during the 
summer holidays. 

□ □ □ 

HMS FEARLESS raised 
£900 for KGFS and set a 
new record in the Mike 
Mills 100x1 mile relay. 

In the heat and humidity of 
the South China Sea, runners 
took it in turns to pound out 
the 8 laps of the ship and 
assed the 100-mile mark in 10 
ours 28, shaving 30 minutes 
of the previous record. 

□ □ □ 

YOUNG swimmers at HMS 
Heron raised £800 for children 
with special needs at their 
annual charity event. 

The youngsters, aged between 4 
and 16, raised the cash by swim¬ 
ming distances of up to 5,000m 
and invited children and staff from 
the Yeovilton Opportunities 
Group to their annual gala and 
BBQ to receive the money. 

□ □ □ 

A BRAVE effort in the 
Hampshire Fire and 
Rescue Service Triathlon 
by HMS Dryad's PO Kevin 
Francis raised £126 for the 
Countess Mountbatten 
Hospice. 

He had great difficulty in 
keeping his shorts on during 
the 500m swim, overshot the 
transition area at the end of 
the 15.5-mile cycle and ran out 
of steam slightly during the 
4.3-mife run but battled on to 
finish in 1 hour 34. 

□ □ □ 

HMS BEAVER’s initial sea 
training department raised 
£143 for Bolton Baby Care 
Unit with a sponsored row. 

The ship's training staff and IS 
officer cadets rowed a marathon 
on the flight deck on a blisteringly 
hot day in the South China Sea, 
finishing in just 2hrs 51 minutes. 


The Devon port-based Type 
22 has been busy collecting 
unwanted toys through local 
schools and community centres 
to give to orphans living in and 
around the Romanian town of 
Constanta, 

The appeal is the brain-child 
of WO Phil Lloyd who is now 
serving with the Second Frigate 
Squadron ashore. 

Eighteen months ago he was 
deployed to the Black Sea and 
was deeply touched by the 
plight of the children he met 


there and set up a similar pro¬ 
ject back in 1995. 

When he told sailors on 
HMS Campbeltown about it 
they jumped at the opportunity 
to help. 

Launch 

Working closely with local 
people, began collecting the 
much-needed toys and the 
appeal was officially launched 
last month when children from 
St Budeaux Naval Youth Club 
visited the ship with some of the 


toys that they had already col¬ 
lected. 

Six Naval Community 
Centres, at Crownhill, St 
Budeaux, Torpoint, Thmerton 
Foliot, Plympton and 
Plympton, have been acting as 
collection points, but anyone 
who wishes to donate to the 
appeal, it's not too late. 

You can still send toys direct¬ 
ly to HMS Cambeltown, RFPO 
248, marked Toys for 
Romania. 1 

When the ship arrives, the 
ship's company also hope to 
help with building work in 
Constanta's biggest orphanage, 
the Cemavoda. 

□ The Chiefs Mess in HMS 
Campbeltown raised £800 for 
the Children's Unit at 
Demford Hospital by sweating 
out the Gibraltar Rock Race in 
fearnought suits. 


TWELVE poorly children from 
Chernobyl were VIP guests of 
HMS Osprey for a fun-packed 
day with the Navy. 

The youngsters, who have thyroid 
problems after being exposed to fall¬ 
out from the nuclear accident of 1986, 
started at the Bristow SAR helicopter 
where they were winched down from 
the cabin into the capable hands of 
aircrewman Tony Campbell. 

Then it was on to the fire station 
where a spectacular firefighting dis¬ 
play was laid on before a look around 
a Lynx helicopter with Lt Butch 
Bowers of 702 Sqn, 

After lunch in the junior rates din¬ 
ing hall the children visited the sur¬ 
vival section and saw aircrew go 
through their drills. 

The children were then taken to 
Weymouth in lan Robertson’s plea¬ 
sure boat 4 My Girl’ and enjoyed free 
games, rides and food in the 'Electric 
Palace’ by courtesy of John and 
Jacqueline Holland. 

Olympics 


Royal result for KGFS 

MORE THAN 400 guests were invited to RNAS Culdrose for a 
fund-raising event for King George's Fund for Sailors, 

A mini-flying display of a Gazelle of 705 Sqn, a search and res¬ 
cue demonstration by a Sea King of 771 Sqn and 'beating retreat' 
by Royal Marines bandsmen were highlights of the event which 
raised £3,000 for the seafarer's charity. 



• The youngsters, pictured here with the organiser of the 
visit PO Wren Sam Smy and their interpreter cross to 
Weymouth on ian Robertson s boat ‘My GirV 


More support for Special 


MORE details of how the Navy supported July's Special 
Olympics in Portsmouth have been filtering through to 
Navy News , 

A team from Whale Island who took part In the Snowdonia 
Marathon to raise cash for the event took on an even bigger chal¬ 
lenge by entering this year’s World Trail Championships. 


The race demands that 
teams cover 00 miles over the 
rolling South Downs in under 
20 hours and the sailors from 
HMS Excellent raised £2,400 
for their efforts. 

Commodore Peter Tribe, and 
WO Eddie Seaborne who ied 
the fund raising, presented the 
cheque on behalf of HMS 
Excellent. 

Meanwhile, Scotland’s 
Special Olympics team were 
given a resounding send off by 
HMS Neptune’s Volunteer Band 
and sailors from HM Naval 
Base Clyde. 

As hundreds of well wishers, 
families and friends gathered 


at Glasgow Central Railway 
Station to see the competitors 
off, the band provided some 
lively music to entertain the 
crowd. 

Emotion 

And when the train finally 
pulled out of the station, the 
band added a patriotic note by 
striking up ‘Flower of Scotland’ 
for an emotional send off for its 
jouney south of the border. 

• Right: Neptune’s WTR 
Simon Weller wishes athletes 
Liz Stewart (left) and Geraldine 
Fitzsimmonds good luck 
before leaving Glasgow sta¬ 
tion. 




• Above: the mini-fleet of Bosun dinghies which covered over 
60NM to raise cash for cancer related charities. 


Far from plain sailing 

THE SAILING centre at RNAS Culdrose raised £800 for 
Macmillan Nurses and the Marie-Curie Service with a 
demanding expedition by six Bosun dinghies. 

They covered over 60NM visiting Portscatho, Porthallow, the 
Manacles and Tremayne Key where they spent a night under can¬ 
vas, and battled through strong winds and wet weather,gaining 
valuable experience all the way. 


*)oys Koses <£ ^lowers 

/res/i flower* sent da% to UK <£ fii.Urelcutd 

Roses * Carnations * Freesia * Bouquet 



WELCOME 

ASHORE! 

The Royal Alfred was established in 1865 to 
alleviate distress among seafarers, both serving and 
retired, and their widows. 

Today, the Society provides full nursing care, as 
well as residential and sheltered accommodation, at 
establishments in rural Surrey and in Eastbourne. 
Convalescent and respite care is also available. 

For further information, including the availably of 
accommodation, please contact the General 
Secretary. 


Royal Alfred 

SEAFARERS’ SOCIETY 

Weston Acres, Wood man Sterne Lane, Bit instead, Surrey 5M7 3HB, 

Tel: 0173? 352231. Reg. Charily 209776. 

We rely heavily upon donations and legacies to 
achieve our charitable objects. Please help us 
now with your gift , and remember the Society 
in your Will. 





















































Y NEWS, SEPTEMBER 1997 


People in the News 


Options 


• Bill Kirman (left), David 
Shiels (centre) and Peter 
Overfield. 

Guarding 

democracy 

THREE men who between them 
clocked 66 years in the Royal Navy 
have almost matched that figure in 
the House of Commons. 

Ex CPOEL(AIR) Bill Kirman, 
ex-CPOSTD David Shiels and ex- 
CPOGI Peter Overfield put in 
sterling service for the Navy 
They have now realised a fur¬ 
ther 62 years between them as 
doorkepers at Westminster - 
David is Principal Doorkeeper 
and Bill is Deputy Principal 
Doorkeeper. 

Global flight 
sets new record 

AN EX-N AVY pilot 1$ one of two 
Britons who have set a new 
record for flying round the 
world by helicopter. 

Mike Smith (59) and Steve 
Good, who owns the single- 
engined Hughes 5000, 
flew the 19,982 miles in m 
13 days, 13 hours and jO, 
40 minutes to claim the 
record back from the -JIS* 

usa, wBTSk 


Medal for 
engineer 


AN ENGINEERING student 
at HMS Sultan has been award¬ 
ed a medal by the President of 
the Institute of Marine 
Engineers, 

Li Andrew Kellett received 
the Institute's Silver Jubilee 
Medal for best overall results, 
in all aspects of general and 
professional marine engineer¬ 
ing training, from Mr David 
Cusdin. 

Mr Cusdin, accompanied on 
his visit to the Navy’s School of 
Marine and Air Engineering in 
Gosport by Institute Secretary 
Mr Jolyon Sloggett, also pre¬ 
sented course accreditation 
certificates and unveiled the 
Institute's crest on Sultan’s 
1930 Sentinel steam lorry to 
commemorate its recommis¬ 
sioning after extensive repairs. 

Lt Kellett, who completed 
the Systems Engineering and 
Management Course at Sultan, 
is currently Deputy Marine 
Engineer Officer in the Type 23 
frigate HMS Norfolk. 


THOUGHTS flew back more 
than 50 years for two men at the 
quayside to greet submarine 
HMS Trenchant when she visited 
an Australian naval base. 

Alf Jobson and Bill Lee, who now 
live in Australia, were crew members 
on the submarine of the same name 
which operated from Fremantle in 
1945. 

That Trenchant made a name for 
herself by sinking the Japanese 
heavy cruiser Ashigara in the Banka 
Strait on June 8 - the largest enemy 
warship sunk hy a Royal Navy sub¬ 
marine during the war, and the last 
major submarine action of the war. 

The modern Trafalgar-class 
nuclear submarine, at 5,208 tonnes, 
is almost five times the size of her T- 
class predecessor, and the amount of 
room impressed the veterans. 

Tn my day there was none of this 
air-conditioning,” said Alf (72). 


“You just put a towel round your 
waist and sweated til you dripped.” 

He and Bill, also 72, recalled that 
they could only wash every four or 
five days to conserve water, and that 
by the end of a 30 or 40-day patrol 
tempers would become fraycd 

Tne climate of Western Australia 
so impressed the pair that they emi¬ 
grated soon after the war, ending up 
in Perth. 

But they were delighted to be 
invited on board the submarine, 
which was visiting HMAS Stirling, 
Rockingham, accompanied by sister 
HMS Trafalgar. 

On her way to Australia 
Trenchant passed through the Banka 
Strait, Commanding Officer 
Commander David Forbes informed 
his World War 11 counterpart of the 
passage, and Vice Admiral Sir 
Arthur Hazlet - then a commander 
- replied with his best wishes for a 
good time in Western Australia. 


Final cut from shipmate 


RETIRED Officer Eric Greetham took a 
final trip down Memory Lane - to get his 
hair cut. 

Lt Cdr Greetham, who retires for good when 
he turns 65 at the beginning of this month, first 
had his hair cut by Norman Thorne during HMS 
Albion’s fourth commission in 1959. 

In those days Erie was a POAF(Ordnancc), 
having already served in the Australian Navy 
and, on transferring, in a number of RN ships, 
including HMS Victorious, Eagle and Bulwark. 

Three events stick in Eric's mind. The first was 
when he was official unit shepherd at a West 
Country air station which had 69 sheep, a task 
which fell to him as a member of the Buffer's Party. 

The second was bringing home the HMS 
Terror Beet Colour from Singapore in HMS 
Eagle, and the third is the day he received his 
MBE. Eric ends his working career at Captain 
Weapons Trials and Acceptance in Portsmouth. 

Norman (63) has been a NAAFI barber for 44 
years, joining Albion in 1956, where he and his 
brother Ray, also a barber, were in the same 
mess as Eric. 

He has been at HMS Nelson for the past 29 
years, though the amount of work has shrunk 
with the Fleet - he fondly remembers his Albion 
days when he had to work all weekend to cope 
with the workload. 


regiment. 

The party* ted by Lt Cdr Martin 
Smith, was In Sennelager, 
Germany, with the Royal 
Monmouthshire Royal Engineers 
(Militia) for Exercise Militia 
Meister, attached to 100 Field 
Squadron (Militia), where they 
built a bridge abutment and con¬ 
crete turning pad for tanks. 

it was the third visit to the reg¬ 
iment for one of the party, SA 
Wayne Leaver, who risks being 
branded a closet pongo. 

Three soldiers, members of 3 
Troop, returned to the UK In 
Monmouth, a Type 23 frigate, 
when she sailed from Zeebrugge 
to Devonport. 


• Maritime melster ~ LOM Chris Mallinder (right)* from HMS 
Monmouth > with Sapper Kelly Male of 100 Field Sqn (Militia) 
work on a reinforced concrete tank fuming pad. 


First for 
Audrey 


Monkton 
M Combe 

S C H O O L 


• Final cut - Norman Thorne cuts Eric Greethams 
hair for the last time at HMS Nelson. 


HMS NORTHWOOD has seen its 
first female Officer of the Guard 
to present arms and give the tradi¬ 
tional naval sword salute. 

Lt Audrey Broad hurst (31) was 
given the responsibility during the 
Royal Naval Reserve unit’s annual 
Ceremonial Divisions. 

The salute was acknowledged 
by Vice Admiral Sir Jonathan Tbd, 
former Deputy Commander-in- 
Chief Fleet, who was the reviewing 
officer at the ceremony, 

“It was a proud moment for me 
and my father, who travelled from 
Yorkshire to witness the event,” 
said Audrey. 

Lt Broadhurst joined the 
Reserve five years ago and com¬ 
bines this career with her full-time 
work as a network validation engi¬ 
neer for a computer company in 
Slough. 

She regularly attends weekly 
training nights at the Middlesex- 
based HMS Northwood. 

In her role as a communications 
officer she has spent two weeks 
training alongside the Royal 
Marines in Norway and a week on 
aircraft carrier HMS Illustrious. 


SOYS AND GIRLS BOARDING AND DAY 3-lfi 

AIMING HIGH AND 
HOLDING FAST TO 
THAT WHICH IS GOOD 

O pen Mornin gs 

Senior School - Saturday 4th October 1997 
junior School & Pre-Prep 
-Saturday I Ith October 1997 


Please send a PROSPECTUS and OPEN DAY details 
for the Senior School [ ] Junior School | | Pre-Prep | | 


*6x2- 150 - Out of the 11 Chief Petty Officers currently on the staff ofCINBERLANT Portugal, 
six have accumulated ISO years service between them and are currently on their second open 
engagement enjoying a long-awaited Local Foreign Service draft. Pictured are (from left): CPTl 
Dave Owen (25 years), CPOMET Dennis Law (25 years)* CPOMA Cart Basson (2$ years), CPQWTR 
Dave Feather (30 years), CPOWTR Tony Paltace (24 years) and CPOMEA $tu Naylor (23 years). 


Postcode; _Tel;.__ 

Pfe™ mum coupon to: Stephen Hausey, Monkton Combe School 
BATHBA2 7HG Tel: 0122S 721154 Fax: 0122S 721181 

http jVww-w.i iis,Drf.uk/ilte i/mon kton/ emi iI:jh2 8@di al.pipe n.com 


• Memory men -Alf Jobson (left) and Bill Lee. who served with the 
1945 submarine HMS Trenchant, try life on the 1997 version. 
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People in the News 



In Brief 


Ex-Wren back 
at former HQ 

AN EX-Wren 
Signaller enjoyed 
a nostalgic visit 
to the Maritime 
HQ in Plymouth. 

Mrs Brenda 
Craig, who served 
in 1944, enjoyed a 
VIP tour, includ¬ 
ing the Fleet 
Communications Centre. 

After lunch in Admiralty House, 
Mrs Craig was presented with a 
framed wartime recruiting poster 
by Li Cdr Anthony Madge, Officer 
in Charge MHO Plymouth, and Lt 
Kevin Cowte, Officer in Charge 
FLEETCOMMS Plymouth. 

Airman wins 
ASW award 

A GOOD idea for 
the use of Sea 
King passive 
acoustic proces¬ 
sors has won 
POACMN Phil 
Thoms pen the 
Plessey Marine 
Air ASW Trophy, 

Phil, Fleet Air 
Arm training 
manager at DERA Farnborough, 
won the award for his outstand¬ 
ing contribution to training and 
to helicopter ASW. 


4 -- -i= 



• POACMN 
Thompson 



• Mrs Craig. 


RAF man scoops 
marltims trophy 



AN RAF man 
has won this 
year’s BAe 
Maritime 
Warfare Trophy 
at HMS Dryad. 

FI Lt Dibble 
Clark won the 
trophy, an 

engraved ship's 
decanter, for Lhe most original idea 
received by the Maritime Warfare 
Centre which warrants tactical 
development and inclusion in 
fighting instruction manuals. 


> Fit Lt Clark. 


Imagery skills 

SGT JOHN 
Sykes RM has 
won an award 
for his skills in 
imagery analy¬ 
sis for No 1 Sqn 
at the Joint Air 
Reconnaissance 
Intelligence 
Centre, 

The Medmenham Trophy cita¬ 
tion highlighted Sgt Sykes 
"excellent and unstinting sup¬ 
port of the civil power", particu¬ 
larly the police and HM 
Customs and Excise. 



• Sgt Sykes. 



Bond visits base 


ONE of the Royal Navy’s 
most famous sons is stopping 
awhile at Portsmouth Naval 
Base, 

Commander James Bond RN 
will be the centre of attraction at 
Boathouse Nob when the world’s 
first official Bond exhibition. The 
W>r1d of 1)07, comes to the historic 
dockyard this month. 

The exhibition celebrates 35 
years of the world's best-known 


secret agent, who 
manages to fit in a 
Naval career while 
defeating evil forces 
around the world. 

On display will be 
the Lotus Esprit 
submarine car from 
The Spy Who Loved Me, the 
Octopussy jet plane, Rosa Klebb's 
deadly poisoned shoe in From 
Russia, With Love, and 
Scaranianga’s golden gun. 


Numerous other 
gadgets, costumes 
and special effects 
feature in the nine 
galleries, and CD- 
ROM interactive sta¬ 
tions allow visitors to 
peck behind the 
scenes at the making of a Bond 
movie - the stunts, the cars, the 
villains and the Bond girls - as 
well as looking at ihe career of 
Bond’s creator, Ian Fleming, him¬ 


self a wartime Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve commander in 
Naval Intelligence, 

The exhibition will run from the 
middle of this month until January 
- hracketing the December launch 
date of the new Bond adventure 
Tomorrow Never Dies, 

Scenes for the film were shot 
on board Type 23 frigate HMS 
Westminster in Portsmouth Naval 
Base and at HMS Dryad earlier 
this year. 



Carrier 
tests 
its luck 

THE SUPERSTITIOUS 
were excused one 
photo call carried out 
by HMS Illustrious 
during her Ocean 
Wave deployment. 

When the Air 
Department lined up 
on the 13-metre wide 
Flight deck there were 
three rows of thirteen 
people in front of a 
Sea King helicopter, 
bearing the number 
13, of 820 Naval Air 
Squadron. 

The date was Friday 
13th, the local time 
1313. and the carrier 
was steering a course 
of 013 in a relative 
wind of 13 knots from 
direction green {star¬ 
board) 013 degrees. 

The fourth row con¬ 
tained nine people - 
presumably another 
four took fright at the 
inauspicious omens. 

The carrier was due 
home at the end of 
August - see back 

□nlditoriat note: this 
story was edited and 
placed in this page at 
1313 8ST on August 

13... 

Picture: RO(PHOT) Tweedie, 

COMUKTG. 


Naples man is 
surprise visitor 



• Cause to smite - WOWTR Sfeve 
Hamblin receives the ciasp to his 
LS&GC medal from Vice Admiral Sir 
Michael Moore in Naples . 


A SEARCH for a ship’s 
photograph led to a sur¬ 
prise surprise trip home for 
one member of ihe Royal 
Navy serving in Italy. 

WOWTR Steve 

Hamblin's father Ronald 
served in HMS Snowflake 
during World War II, and 
with his Golden Wedding 
this month, his wife Jean 
sought help from Cilia 
Black's Surprise Surprise 
TV show. 

At the beginning of the 
year Steve got a call from 
researchers asking if he could pre¬ 
sent the picture to his father on 
TV, and in March he and his wife 
Jo were flown by LWT to London, 
put up in a hotel, and ex-LS 
Ronald Hamblin suspected noth¬ 
ing until his son appeared on set 


with the picture of the corvette, 
Steve, who has two children, 
the eldest born in Naples during 
an earlier posting, was recently 
presented with the clasp to his 
LS&GC medal. 

□ Life in Naples - see page 13 



RAC Membership Invitation 
Not all motorists are the same 

Only some will get up to 

£24 off RAC breakdown 
cover 


Nelson children visit Victory 


A MIDLANDS school with a 
Naval link has paid a visit to 
Portsmouth - thanks to the 
Royal Naval Reserve. 

A group of 47 pupils from 
Nelson Primary School were 
accompanied by teacher Karey 
Mayers, a member of HMS 
Forward, the RNR unit in 
Birmingham which funded the 
trip. 

The children visited Nelson's 
flagship HMS Victory, and looked 
in at the RN Museum. 

Many of the children have not 
been on trips outside the 
Birmingham area, so the trip 
south proved quite an adventure. 

"Some of the children’s families 
can’t afford to send them on nor¬ 
mal school trips, so it’s a real thrill 
to give them this opportunity," 
said Karey. 

"The Navy has helped me to 
bring a little sunshine into their 
lives and Fm sure it's a day they’ll 
never forget," said Karey. 



• Attention class - Karey Mayers with children at Nelson Primary 
School, Birmingham. 


Only some will get a 

£25 no call out discount 

Navy News readers can benefit from 
special membership rates. Plus new 
no call out discount off next year’s 
Standard Cover if you do not need 
to call us out in the year ahead. 


Please quote reference GE0008WVQ001 
Offer also available to ewsteng 
RAC Members - caH 0990 722 722 


0800 581 077 

Ran 


This offer cannot he used in conjunction with ary otfw RAC offer. Discounts only apply to certain service levels, Prices include 
fecuance Premium lax at the standard rate on VAT exempt meuaroe and jemtog fee & applicable. All details correct at the lime Of 
ptUcaban. Full deSais fe RAC Taros Of Membereixp. 
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705 HOVERS ON 
ON RETIREMENT 



# First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Jock Siater presents Lt Steve 
Hindmarch of 79 RN PitoVs Course with his wings at 705 
Squadron s final parade. Seven members of 81 RNPC who were 
the last of over 3,000 pilots to pass through 705 wilt receive their 
wings after Operation Flying Training due to a change in policy . 


THE CLOSURE of 705 
Naval Air Squadron in 
October marks the end 
of single-service basic 
flying training for rotary 
wing pilots. 

The squadron from RNAS 
Culdrose formally dfsbands on 
October 31st when all basic 
rotary wing training will be 
taken over by the new Defence 
Helicopter Flying School at 
RAF Shawbury, Shropshire. 

705 NAS was founded in 
1936 and operated Swordfish 
aircraft in the North Atlantic 
and West Indies until it was 
temporarily disbanded in 1940. 

Recommissioned at RNAS 
Gosport in 1947, the Squadron 
was equipped with the R4 
Hoverfly and charged with the 
crucial task of evaluating the 
helicopter for Royal Navy use. 

705 went on to take respon- 


'Air Day dazzles 

OVER 25,000 visitors swarmed to RNAS 
Culdrose in Cornwall for the air station s 
International Air Day on July 25th. 

It was the first time for a quarter of a century 
that the event had been held on a Saturday but 
the flying programme was seriously threatened 
by bad weather on the day. 

While fog and drizzle persisted the static dis¬ 
play, with scores of British military aircraft of 
yesteryear and their modern-day counterparts 
held visitors' interests. 

There were aircraft from as far away as 
\France, Germany, the Netherlands and Russia 


despite drizzle^ 

and displays on every aspect of Cu Id rose's work. 

Representatives of the leading aviation com¬ 
panies were on hand to talk to, there were 
scores of stalls selling souvenirs and aviation 
memorabilia and fun fair rides to enjoy. 

When the flying programme eventually got 
underway Naval aircraft such as the Gazelle, 
Sea Harrier and the Historic Flight s Swordfish 
played a starring role and the event was 
extended until 7pm to make up for lost time. 

Li The day before, hundreds of Fleet Air Arm 
veterans enjoyed a day out at Culdrose as spe¬ 
cial guests of the air station. J 
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Dynamic Manpower Analysis. Planning and 
Management 


MAPS 2 offers you the following features and benefits 


□ Designed for the Mol), Current clients ; 
PE. ATS A, PGICS. MS DA, DEG. 
Directorate Army Aviation 

“J Visual organisational information at 
your linger tips. Dynamic re-planning 
of units and posts linked to specified 
dates bused on 'what-if scenarios 

□ Accurate identification of resources - 
needs and availability 

□ Essential for I I P. requirements. Keeps 
all stall training and competences 
history 

3 Cost savings through matching of 
training requirements and needs 


□ Only one sy stem needed to meet all 
your manpower needs, Windows ™ 
based. Works on astandalonc or 
networked PC 

□ Modular - grows with your needs 

□ I inks to your legacy' systems and 
CIPM1S 

Ft Security filtering of information on a 
nced-to-know basis 

HI Supports MoD’s bid control process 
from submission to finalised LTC 

□ Flexible lime saving management 
reports 


Significant discounts for MoD under MoD-wide license agreement 


For a MAPS brochure or demonstration 

from MSW Technology pic 

call: 0171 462 3301 

fax : 0171 636 8366 

e-mail: marketing®tnsw.co.uk 



Quality assured firm 




• Lt Cdr Mark Osman (CO of 70S NAS) and his instructors squeeze into a Gazette designed for five! 


sfbility for basic helicopter 
training on Hiller, Whirlwind 
and Dragonfly aircraft. 

The squadron moved to its 
current location in 1957 and 
was re-equipped with Gazelle 
HT2s in 1974. The squadron 
has taken responsibility for 
numerous other tasks, includ¬ 
ing the training of observers 
and aircrewmen and providing 
the Navy with the Sharks heli¬ 
copter display team until 1992. 

The present complement of 
the Squadron CO and eight 
staff is a significant reduction 
on the 23 staff and 40 students 
of only a few years ago. 

To mark the closure of the 
squadron there will be a 'happy 
hour’ in the wardroom at RNAS 
Culdrose on Friday October 17 
at 1645. 

Past and present members 
are invited to contact Lt Jim 
Cobbett on 01326 552186 for 
details. 


706 AND 810 TO MERGE 


WITH THR introduction of the Merlin and the resulting reduc¬ 
tion in the Sea King fleet, 706 and 810 Naval Air Squadrons will 
amalgamate next year. 

Currently, 706 Sqn undertakes advanced Hying training on Sea 
Kings while 810 does Operational Flying Training. 

But as the Merlin begins to enter Service there w ill be a shift in 
requirements and a new, combined squadron known us 810 NAS 
will have sole responsibility for all A5W training on the Sea King. 

The new squadron will be based at Culdrose and is set to take 
charge in February with 706 disbanding shortly afterwards. 

706 Sqn first appeared in Australia during the last year of 
World War U but reformed at HMS Siskin, Gosport, in 1953 to 
evaluate the first airborne anti-submarine detection systems. 

After successful trials with the Whirlwind and Hiller heli¬ 
copters, they were redesignated 845 NAS, the first ever front-line 
amt-submarine warfare squadron. 

A number of squadrons moved to Culdrose in the early 60s, 
and in 1%2, 706 Squadron reformed there from the nucleus of 
700(H) Flight with the Wessex HAS Mk 1. 

As well as their training responsibilities, 706 Squadron has 
played a key role in search and rescue operations over the years. 


819 SPREADS ITS WINGS! 



PRESTWICK-based airmen 
from 819 Squadron spread 
their wings and spent much 
of the last year away from 
their traditional area of 
operations in Scotland. 

One Sea King and 29 officers 
and men led by Lt Cdr Dave 
Wolstenholme have been 
based in RFA Fort George for 
the Ocean Wave deployment. 

Portugal 

At the same time, two air¬ 
craft and 60 men under Major 
Crash Roberts CAF has regu¬ 
larly embarked in Fort Victoria 
for JMCs, ASWEXs and the 
NATO exercise 'Linked Seas' 
which took them as far as 
Portugal. 

Meanwhile, 819 Squadron 
has maintained a 24-hour 
search and rescue service fly¬ 
ing 130 live missions and sup¬ 
ported numerous ships and 
submarines working up in the 
Clyde exercise area. 


• TOP: 819 Sea Kings have flown 130 live search and rescue missions this year aft over Scotland 
and Northern England r . ABOVE: Lifting 1,474tbs from the ftight deck for HMS Beaver on Ocean Wave. 
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eathtaking Naples can drive you to distraction - usually through a red light 


Escaping 
in Little 
Agrippa 


ONE OF the prized posses¬ 
sion of the British commu¬ 
nity in Naples is Little 
Agrippa. 

The 27tt motor launch, 
capable of 25 knots, is 
available for hire at £32 a 
day, and provides a pleas¬ 
ant escape from the bustle 
and dirt of the city. 

POWTR John Grange and 
PO (EW)(0) Nigel Hands, in 
charge of Lttle Agrippa, said 
the boat was paid for by the 
Nuffield Trust, which provide 
ed a cheque for £15,000 for 
part-payment on a yacht last 
year. 

“We couldn't raise the rest 
of the money and a yacht 
would not have served many 
people, so we were asked to 
go and find a motor launch 
type vessel 1 ' said Nigel. 

A local dealer, Italmotor, 
provided the boat tax-free 
and at cost price. 

People are taught how to 
handle and maintain the 
boat, and are tested on it. 

The boat can reach some 
50 miles or so up and down 
the coast, including 
Sorrento and Capri, and is 
usually fully booked well in 
advance - on current take- 
up, at the end of the boat's 
working life it will have paid 
for its replacement. 

• Little Agrippa (below) - 
PO(EW)(Q) Nigel Hands 
steers Agrippa*s boat away 
from the NAVSOUTH build¬ 
ing, white WRO Lisa 
Roberts, WRO Kirsty Sass, 
WWTR Julie Crompton and 
LS Jason Clark enjoy the 
sunshine . 



• Dancing troops - the UK Community Morris Dancing team prepares for action in traditional manner at the annual British Fete in 
Naples, The team features nine Servicemen (six from the Royal Navy and one Royal Marine) and a civilian , Although they have been per¬ 
forming at events in Naples for three years , Service postings means frequent personnel changes and a need to team new skills - fasti 

Navy's Italian job 


IT SEEMS appropriate that 
the headquarters of NATO's 
most volatile region should be 
in the chaotic city of Naples, 

Forced out of Malta in 1972 by 
Dom M intoff's new regime, NATO 
commanders turned to Italy, and the 
unique city which sprawls north from 
the slopes of Vesuvius across a pic¬ 
turesque bay, bounded by the beauti¬ 
ful islands of Capri and, Ischia. 

At first glance, a posting to 
Naples would seem perfect - 
Mediterranean sunshine, breath¬ 


Report: Mike Gray 

Pictures: LA(PHOT) Steve Lewis, 2SL 



taking vistas and unrivalled histori¬ 
cal sites, with Rome two hours to 
the north. 

But there are drawbacks - the 
heat can be oppressive, while win¬ 
ters may he damp and gloomy, and 
although there is a corporate iden¬ 
tity in the new HMS Agrippa, com¬ 
missioned in June, there is no mili¬ 
tary focal point for the British. 

Most live out amongst the 
Neapolitans, and must get by 
just as the locals do - includ¬ 
ing learning Neapolitan dri¬ 
ving techniques... 

A key figure is that of the 
Families Officer at the UK 
National Support Unit, 
WOWTR Steve Hamblin, 
who says the image of fun in 
the sun can be way off target. 

Looking through the eyes 
of a newcomer, Steve paints a 
picture or patchy bus services, 
fea rsome roads, poor or non¬ 
existent pavements and lam 
i guage barriers between your- 

f self and neighbours, workmen 
4 , and bank managers, 

“But I’m proud of the Navy 
people out here, how they 
adapt - they really hit the 
deck running,” said Steve. 

“The wives are a tower of 
strength - you've only got days 


to acclimatise, find a house and gel 
your life in order before starting 
your new job. 

“The Navy wives invariably are 
better positioned to deal with this, 
to fend for themselves as their hus¬ 
bands have been away on ships. 

“Naval wives are a shining exam¬ 
ple to other wives as to how to 
cope with all the problems.” 

It is Steve’s second posting to 
Naples, and he can see beyond the 
minor niggles to the potential ben¬ 
efits. 

“Italy's a beautiful country. 
Look at Naples - you drive to 
work and see Vesuvius every morn¬ 
ing, and the island of Capri. 
Pompeii’s just over there. The his¬ 
tory is just tremendous, and the 
food is wonderful. 

One benefit is the scope for 
sport - adventurous training offi¬ 
cer Lt Peter Laggan can lay on 
scuba-diving, hill-walking and 
rock-climbing, and for the winter, 
Naples is only two hours" drive 
from two ski resorts. 

Britons also have some use of 
the US Services’ sports and leisure 
facilities - with a community of 
10,000, it is possible for Americans 
to ignore I he local economy, 
spending dollars in US-style shops. 

One moan is universal - driving. 


Neapolitans do not slop at red 
lights, but traffic flows because 
those on a green light drive 
through (relati vely) eau1 10 usiy. 

To the new arrival in Naples, 
high-speed dodgems on a crowded 
motorway can be exhilarating - but 
the fun w r ears a hit thin alter a few 
bits have been knocked off the ear 
and you’ve crawled through a 
smoky, exhaust-choked tunnel 
twice a day for a week or two. 


Instability 
is the new 
NATO foe 


THERE are around 150 UK 
Service personnel in Allied 
Forces South (AFSOUTH) or 
other Italian postings, with 
the RN accounting for the 
bulk - mainly in Allied Naval 
Forces Southern Europe 
(NAVSOUTH), with 48 people. 

Their work covers all 
skills - planning, operations, 
logistics, intelligence and 
communications among 
them, many of which were 
tested during operations in 
the Balkans. 

"People at AFSOUTH are 
well to the forefront in looking 
ahead to the way NATO is 
going - it’s an area of great 
interest, as it includes parts of 
the old Eastern Europe, the 
Middle East and North Africa, 
all of which have some bear¬ 
ing on us,” said Sqn Ldr Nigel 
Branston RAF, AFSOUTH 
Public Relations Officer. 

“The Commander-in- 
Chief, Admiral Lopez, uses 
the term instability is the 
enemy' - meaning there is 
no one actually threatening 
NATO in the Southern 
Region, but there is so much 
potential for instability, 

"There's no doubt amongst 
the five main nations who 
make up AFSOUTH, and oth¬ 
ers, that Britons across the 
board are highly-regarded as 
being extremely professional 
and proficient military peo¬ 
ple." 

AFSOUTH plays a major 
role in the Partnership for 
Peace programme, exercis¬ 
ing with former Iron Curtain 
opponents. 



British import 
summer fun 


Egging 
CPO(PT) Gary Aldridge 
encourages young com¬ 
petitors from the British 
School in the egg and 
spoon race at their sports 
day (above) while Cdr 
Mark Roth weII concen¬ 
trates on the adult ver¬ 
sion of the race at the 
NATO AFSOUTH sports 
stadium in Naples (right). 


WITH no obvious focal point - no 
wardroom, mess or base ns such - 
the onus for fostering community 
spirit falls mainly on the British 
Forces School in Naples. 

i lead teacher Ian I lerndik, who 
joined in January, has a roll of 82 
pupils aged four to II, the majori¬ 
ty Navy, and a teaching staff of five 
full-time and one part-time, plus 
assistants. 

T here are also some Canadians. 
Americans and Italians, and a 
Belgian, who all pay - so popular 
is ihe school that there is a wait¬ 
ing list for non-Britons. 

At I I pupils go on to the 
International School. Ihe VS 
High School, or boarding school 
in the UK. 

"it’s very much a community 
school; the support from the par¬ 
ents is fantastic. In that respect 
it’s like a village school.’ said Mr 
I lerndik, 

“It’s used Tor community 
events; there’s a committee, the 
Friends of BPS, and social func¬ 
tions.” 


Children follow the same cur¬ 
riculum as back home hut the level 
of resourcing and teacher-pupil 
ratios are so good that pupils are 
general!y be l ter- than-a ve rage 

achievers. 

The school had a very 
favourable Ofsted report in 
March, and has been chosen as a 
pilot school in Ihe National 
Literacy Project next term. 

Another demonstration of 
British community spirit is the 
annual British fete, held in the 
extinct volcanic crater of Carney 
park, the American forces' sport 
grounds. 

NATO colleagues queued for 
fish and chips, failed dismally at the 
yard of ale. and picked up British 
delicacies such as Marmite and 
salad cream from various stalls. 

There was also a confident dis¬ 
play of morris dancing by Armed 
Forces volunteers, mainly Naval, 
and the whole event, in fierce sun¬ 
shine, raised £7.000 for charities in 
Naples, the UK and for Service 
charities. 
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(28th August, 1944) 



man U-Boat Sinks 
S.S. John Barry 


(1994, 50 YEARS LATER) 

Secret World War ii Treasure salvaged 



O n the 28th August 1944, 41 crew and 27 US 
Navy armed guards had to abandon their 
ship laden with silver coins. 

The Liberty ship, S.S. John Barry was sailing from 
Philadelphia to Oman with a secret cargo of silver coins and 


bullion when it was ruthlessly attacked and sunk by the 
German submarine l '-859. 

50 years later, a group of pioneering salvage experts 
launched a daring and adventurous salvage operation to 
recover the treasures 1.6 miles beneath the sea. 


Discover tor yourself, from the booklet contained m this 
package, the fascinating history behind this German l"-boat 
attack and why the cargo on the S.S. John Barry had been kept 
a secret. Learn about the salvage operation which broke world 
records in deep sea technology. 


I his unique and limited opportunity oilers you the chance to 
own an authenticated and certificated silver coin salvaged from 
1.6 miles beneath the sea and to re-livc the excitement and 
drama of the salvage operation shown in the video. 


» A Silver Saudi riyal 

• Certificate of Authenticity 

• documentary Video 

• Colour Booklet 


all for a special price of £28.50 + P&I 


Showi right at actual size, 
Diameter:30mm 1 [right: /L6g 
Stiver Content: 91.6% 


A unique and high quality set for you to keep or the perfect gift for any 
occasion, which should also prove to be an excellent investment for the future 
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Date: 





To order within the UK call: 

0345 023912 (local call rate) 

International orders call: (44)1293 82172 1. 


Vd like to pay by cheque!Postal order (available in the UK only) □ Made payable to: 

Blue Waters Recoveries Ltd TIA Sea Bed for the amount of UK £28,50 + £2.50 P&P in the UK. 
£3.40 P&P in Pin rope, £6.00 P&P rest of world. 

Visa □ Mastercard □ ES ISSI 
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Expiry date: 
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To order this very limited set, you can call Eurosell during normal working 
hours on 0345 023912 within the UK (outside the UK call (44) 1293 821721) 
or send the coupon to: Sea Bed Offer, Freepost P.O, Box 218, Horley, 
Surrey RH6 9SR. If outside the UK postage will have to be paid in full 


SEA BED ORDER GUARANTEE We want you to be completely happy with your purchase, if in the unlikely 
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hut please allow up to 28 days in exceptional circumstances. 
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nlew stone for 
a humble hero 
of the Redan 


THE Grave of Boatswain's Mate Henry Curtis, one of the Navy’s very first VCs, was just 
a bit unquiet. 


It had fallen into neglect - 
and nearly 80 years after the 
hero of the Redan had been 
laid to rest at Kingston 
Cemetary, Portsmouth, the 
plot was shared by another 
occupant, one Malania 
Papadopolous. 

Thanks to the efforts of the late 
Walter Sell of Greenwich RNA, 
who spent the Iasi two years of his 
life raising funds and working to 
ensure that every Naval VC buried 
in an unmarked grave should 
receive a fitting memorial, and 
with the permission of Mrs 
Papadoplous's family, Curtis was 
duly honoured with a moving cere¬ 
mony last month. 

His grave was actually traced by 
a retired Metropolitan Police offi¬ 
cer, Mick Barnbrook, who found 
that around 100 VCs graves were 
unmarked in the UK. 

Portsea Island Co-operative 
Funeral Services donated the 
headstone and Portsmouth RNA 
and RNOCClub provided the 
appropriate ceremonial, attended 
by RNA general secretary Bob 
McQueen and southern England 
president Admiral Sir Derek 
Refell who were joined by the 



# Henry Curtis VC 


Commodore HMS Nelson, Cdre 
John Hart. 

Henry Curtis was born in 
Ramsey, Hants on Dee 21 1822, 
the son of a carpenter. 1 le joined 
the Royal Navy m 1841. In August 
1851 he left to join the Coastguard 
- but was, in his own words, 
“picked up“ for service in HMS 
Rodney a few months later. 

Promoted to Boatswain’s Male, 


he was ashore in the Crimea with 
the Naval Party at Sevastopol on 
June 18 1855 when he look part in 
the attack on the Redan. 

Only one man - Michael Hardy, 
a Royal Marine - managed to pen¬ 
etrate the inner glacis, but was 
killed. The survivors fell back to 
the Allied trenches across ground 
covered with wounded, dead and 
dying men, 

A soldier of the 57th Middlesex 
Regiment was spotted sitting up 
and calling for help. Curtis, with Lt 
Henry Raby of HMS Wasp and 
Captain of the Forecastle John 
Taylor of HMS London ran across 
open ground under heavy fire to 
carry him back. 

All three were gazetted for the 
Victoria Cross in the first list of 24 
February 1857 - and Curtis 
received his from Queen Victoria 
at Hyde Park on 26 June of that 
year. 

He rejoined the Coastguard in 
November and soon after married 
Maria Morley - a brewer’s daugh¬ 
ter from Alverstoke described on 
the marriage certificate as a 
minor 5 . Later he got a berth as a 
quartern!aster on a cross-channel 
steamer sailing from Southampton 
and died at Portsea in 18%. 


- and another lor Duncan 

of Camperdown 


A 7ft statue of Admiral Adam 
Duncan is to be unveiled in Dundee 
High Street on the 20Gth anniversary 
of his victory at Camperdown. 


Fife sculptor Janet 
Scrymgeour has created a dra¬ 
matic image of Duncan - who 
was himself said to be well over 
6ft - which will be set on a 5ft 
plinth near his birthplace at 
Seagate. The public will see it 
for the first time on October 
11 , 

Meanwhile plans to move his 
statue in St Paul’s Cathedral, 
London closer to that of 
Nelson have been abandoned. 

Canon Michael Saward 
wrote to Duncan’s descendant. 


Captain James Crawford, of 
Wormit, Fife, explaining that 
the statue had been found to 
be so securely bonded to its 
base that any attempt to move 
it might have caused significant 
damage. 

His memorial stands in the 
west end of the Crypt, which 
was re-opened last month fol¬ 
lowing extensive renovation. 

Duncan was made a 
Viscount after he defeated the 
Dutch fleet under Admiral dc 
Winter. It was a victory no less 


important than those of 
Nelson which soon unfairly 
eclipsed it in popular memory 
- see next month’s special fea¬ 
ture by RN Museum Chief 
Curator Colin White. 


• in Nelson’s Footsteps, a 
three-part series tracing places 
in England associated with 
Nelson and presented by Colin 
White opens on Meridian TV 
on September 7 and on Anglia 
on September 14 



THE PRIZE OF FISH 


HMS DULVERTON’s energy in Fishery Protection duties - a consistently high board¬ 
ing rate with one in 30 resulting in detention of guilty vessels - has won her the 
Soberton Trophy. 

Her CO Lt Cdr Simon Kings (whose work this year earned him an M8E) received 
the trophy from the president of the RNA, Vice Admiral Sir Roy Newman. 
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Save! 

Save Money as every model 

in the Natocars 1 range has a substantial 
discount. Save money because Natocars 
pass on all manufacturers' special otters in 
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money by getting the best price for your pan 
exchange. Save money with Natocars 1 
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Gus Britton, MBE 


FEW Ordinary Signalmen can have 
had an admiral deliver their funeral 
address. Fewer still can have counted 
one as a personal friend, 

Gus Britton s obituaries in The Times 
and the Daily Telegraph were a good 
bit longer than those accorded most 
admirals, too, A fact that would have 
astonished and amused him no end. 

Over 300 people crowded into 
Portchester Crematorium to remember 
the RN Submarine Museum s longtime 
archivist who, as reported last month, 
died suddenly at the age of 74. 

We have been enriched by his life 
and the memory of a modest and generous gentleman" Rear 
Admiral Tony Whetstone told them. 

Guss generosity was his outstanding virtue. His ency¬ 
clopaedic knowledge of the RN Submarine Service and his 
readiness to make it available to enquirers of all kinds brought 
him a wide circle of correspondents all over the world. He 
became internationally known and respected as a reliable 
authority in a subject that is notoriously a minefield of inaccu¬ 
racies. 

Almost every book of note on RN submarines that has 
appeared over the past 25 years has carried his name in the 
credits. For the media in general - including Navy News he 
was always the first point of contact. 

He was also a tireless worker for good causes - particularly 
those associated with the Submarine Service. At the age of 65 
Gus, a one-time Navy 100 yards and 200 yards swimming 
champion, valiantly ploughed across the Solent to the Isle of 
Wight and back to raise money for the Submarine Gid 
Comrades Association. 

Five years later he made a sponsored parachute jump into 
the same waters in support of the Submarine Memorial Fund 
(after leaving the Navy he had joined the City of London Royal 
Marine Reserve Special Boat Section and qualified as a para¬ 
chutist). 

Gus completed 17 war patrols. He survived severe depth 
charging in HMS Trident off Capri and guided in the assault on 
Anzro from the bridge of HMS Uproar. 

After the war he served in the submarines Tapir, Acheron, 
Seascout, Totem, Scythian, Telemachus and Truculent - leav¬ 
ing the latter shortly before she was sunk in collision with a 
tanker in the Thames estuary in January 1950 

. Were Gus to have been a stick of rock it would have read 
submarined all through/ 1 Admiral Whetstone remarked at the 
end of a warmly affectionate tribute that brought tears to the 
eyes of many of his former comrades who turned out to do him 
honour 

As Gus would have appreciated, they were mostly tears of 
laughter. As his friend delicately put it: "While his courage (he 
rescued a shipmate from drowning on at least one occasion) 
and ability were never in doubt, he did not display a burning 
ambition for advancement - possibly because becoming a 
Yeoman of Signals would have meant returning to the dreaded 
General Service - and his character assessments, including 
as they did the fall-out from enjoyable runs ashore, rarely 
matched his professional skill .. 

“His contributions to SGCA News were greatly appreciated 
and there must be many, like myself, who turned to Gus s arti¬ 
cle first That said, some Of Gus s uninhibited comments must 
have made ears burn in the corridors of Whitehall and the RAF 
Club . >; 

The Submarine Service has lost one of its great characters 
- and a rock of support the like of which it will not see again, 

• A Memorial Service to Gus Britton will be held at HMS 
Dolphin, Gosport on September 12 at 4p.m. 


Funds in combined 



RN Cricket Club for 

Competition South Africa - £ 
£3,825 ($F) 5 £1,275 (FAF)* Sports 
Lottery contribution - £3,000. 

CTCRM for refurbishment of 
Officers Mess anteroom - £12,500 
(FAF). 

RN Air Station Culdrose for 

golf driving range - £11,707 (SF)* 
£3,902 (FAF). 

HMS Heron, Naval Air 
Command Riding Centre, for reju¬ 
venation of same - £15,000 (SF)* 
£5,000 (FAF). Sports Lottery con¬ 
tribution -£2,124. 


GRANTS totalling more than £80,000 have been made to 
improve sports facilities at the Clyde Naval Base. 

At the summer meeting of the Sailors’, Fleet Amenities 
and Fleet Recreational Funds, half the cash went towards 
a new yacht for HMS Neptune while half was set aside for 
fitness equipment for the new Weights Room there* 

HMS Dryad was returning 
£3,000 from grants awarded at 
last December’s meeting for 
its own yacht replacement, 
sale of the old one having 
realised a better price than 
anticipated. 

Other grants went to: 

Regular Forces Employment 
Association £11,550 (half year¬ 
ly grant)). 

Union Jack Club - £1,417 
(annual grant), 

RN Birdwatching Society for 

Exercise Diego Survey - £U)88 
(Sailors Fund), £362 (Fleet 
Amenities Fund). 

RN Theatre Association for 
RNTA production at the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe 1997 - 
£1,500 (SF)* £500 (FAF). 

Second Sea Lord/C-in-C 
Naval Home Command for 
RN/RM expedition to Morocco 
1998 - £1,313 (SF)* £437 (FAF). 

Sports Lottery contribution -£318. 

HMS Heron, Yeovil ton Motor 
Club for Catalytic converter emis¬ 
sion analvser - £2,756 (SF>* £919 
(FAF). 

White Ensign Association for 

upgrading of computer system - 
£3,750 (SF), £1,250 (FAF).' 

HMS Dolphin for refurbish¬ 
ment of WOs and SRs Mess bar 
kitchen - £3,900 (SF), £1,300 
(FAF). 

HMS Excellent. Portsmouth 
Field Gun, for fixed seating at 
Hole in the Wall Club - £3,900 
(SF), £1,300 (FAF). 

HMS Nelson* Hilsca Naval 
Community Centre for refurbish¬ 
ment of carpet and curtains - 
£4.875 (SF), £1,625 (FAF). 

HMS Heron* Heron 

Powerboats for assistance with 
club costs - £2,000 (FAF). 

HMS Collingwood to upgrade 
sound system for All Rates Club - 
£4,902 (SF), £1,634 (FAF). 

RN Kayak Association for 
purchase of competition canoes - 
£3,000 (SF)* £1*000 (FAF), Sports 
Lot t e ry con t ri bu t i on - £2,568. 

HMS Heron, Heron Gliding 
Club for SZD 50-3 Puchacz two- 
seater with instruments* radio and 
parachutes - £5*250 (SF), £1,750 
(FAF). Sports Lottery contribution 
- £ L916* 


AT THE opening of the new 
Armed Forces Careers Office 
at Portsmouth are (L-R) CPO 
Paddy Moran, Sgt John Edney 
and Sgt Bill Marshall* RAF. 


weight 

behind 

Neptune 






























NAVY NEWS, SEPTEMBER 1997 17 



Options 


ANCHESTER MARSHALS TOP 
YACHTS AT COWES WEEK ’97 


HMS Manchester was the official guard- 
ship for more than 900 yachts during 
Skandia Life Cowes Week off the Isle of 
Wight. 

The ship welcomed 400 visitors during the 
week, including The Duke of Edinburgh and 
Prince Michael of Kent, and hosted a number of 
cocktail parties. 

Manchester is the first Type 42 to take on the 
high-profile job and as well as monitoring the 
sailing, many of the ship s company joined in 
with a sports tournament ashore, competing in 


golf, hockey, football, squash and netball. 

Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, who flew his flag 
in HMS Manchester, said in a signal to the 
ship's company: “You have been excellent 
ambassadors for the Service and maintained 
the highest standards in conducting this presti¬ 
gious and high-profile duty. 

“There is no doubt that your very smart ship 
and fine people have been extremely welcome 
at Cowes.*" 

• Right: HMS Manchester on duty at Cowes. 

Picture by courtesy of fhe Southern Evening Echo 



Corking good time for 
Ledbury and Quorn 



HMS Quorn makes her 
way serenely over the mir¬ 
ror-calm Celtic sea* turned 
to the subtle shade of 
Bailey's Irish Cream by an 
evening sunset 
The ship was paying an 
informal visit to Cork after 
the latest round of MCMV 
Squadron exercises. 


HUNT class minesweepers HMS Ledbury and HMS Quorn paid an informal visit 
to Cork in the Irish Republic after their latest squadron exercises. 


Courtesy visit 


Thu ship sailed with She DCF 
embarked in HMS Lcdbury and 
once in international waters he 
made ;i courtesy visit to 
Commodore Kavanagh in his flag¬ 
ship Le Eithne. 

The ship also look the opportu¬ 
nity to carry out search and rescue 
and common fishery policy 
acquaints. 

Ledbury acted as a disabled 
fishing vessel with a fire and loss of 
sieeiing, enabling teams from 
Eithne to investigate and tackle 
the problems and to discuss fire- 
fight ing and rescue teehniques. 

RN personnel were also briefed 
by Eitnne on fishery protection 
practices. 

• Top right: Deputy Chief 
Fleet, Admiral Jeremy 
Blackham, departs from HMS 
Ledbury to make a courtesy 
call on Commodore Kavanagh 
in his flagship Le Eithne. 
m Above right: members of the 
Irish Navaf Service get 
acquainted with firefighting 
techniques practiced on board 
HMS Ledbury. 


After a successful sports day 
at HMS Tememire where 
Ledbury retained the coveted 
Lion Trophy, the ships sailed 
for exercises off Plymouth 
be fo re he a d i ng fo r Cork. 


It was only the third visit to the 
Irish Republic in 2(1 years and the 
ships and the sailors in them were 
warmly welcomed and enjoyed the 
wide range of activities laid on for 
them. The hurling match final 
between Clare and Tipperary pro¬ 


vided an additional attraction and 
a party was held on board for a 
group of under privileged chil¬ 
dren , 

During the visit, the Deputy 
Commander Fleet, Vice Admiral 
Jeremy Blackham. hosted an offi¬ 
cial reception on board the ships 
which was attended by 
Commodore Ji Kavanagh. Flag 
Officer Commanding the Irish 
Naval Service, civic leaders and 
1 rish mili ta ry offi ee rs. 


Middleton and Archer escort tall ships 


WHEN ABERDEEN played host to the start of the tall ships 
race HMS Middleton and HMS Archer found themselves 
playing a key role in the colourful spectacle. 

Middleton, the guardship for the event, had a full programme of 
formal and informal events from official calls and receptions to a 
charity football match alongside in Aberdeen Harbour, 

HMS Archer was crewed up with honorary midshipmen from 


both Aberdeen and Glasgow URNUs who were undertaking their 
annual summer training and acted as press and VIP launch and 
had a very busy and enjoyable programme. 

With the shore festivities over, Middleton (below) left harbour 
with the official saluting party embarked and took up position as 
escort ship with the magnificent sailing ships sailing past, paying 
their marks of respect on their way to the start of the race. 



Full cofowr ttratxratrit it Frameit 

Collectors size ; 5m x S 1 ®* .„£ 7.50 

Presentation Size: 8m x 7k. ..F 12.50 

Unframed Prints: Srn x 4a...£3,50 

Ail Royal Naval Associated Badges 
Alt prices include UK postage 
A.J.LAW (Fleet Badyt's) 

4. Old Station Gardens , Shaftsbury Hoad 
Henstridge, Somerset BAH QPU 

Tel: 01963 364172 





The RNBT helps past and present Sailors, 
Royal Marines and their dependants. 


Established in 1922, the RNBT has helped about half a million 
Naval people and their families over the years. Today, the RNBT 
gives almost 22 million each year to meet a wide variety of needs 
and provides a residential home for old Sailors and RoyaE Marines. 

For more information or advice please call: 01705 660296 

0 

^ THE ROYAL NAVAL 
BENEVOLENT TRUST 

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, Castaway House, 
311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth POI 8PE 


WE WON 
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# Above: Peter Goodwin , 
curator of HMS Victory, 
doubles as a rather 
swarthy Admiral Horatio 
Nelson at the start of the 
200th anniversary re-enact¬ 
ment of the attack on 
Santa Cruz . Peter appears 
as an altogether more 
healthy-looking specimen 
than Nelson did in 1797 , 

His right eye * injured at 
Catvi, was by then fixed 
and dim and milky blue , 
his hair was almost white 
(so it needed no powder to 
make it whiter still , in the 
fashion of the day), and he 
had lost so many teeth that 
his cheeks had sunk In, 


0 Left: A fter the battle he 
was also minus his right 
arm , He was then 3$. 


0 Below: Lt Cdr Mike 
Cheshire (left), CO of HMS 
Victory t and HMS Grafton's 
CO Cdr Nick Stanley take 
turns to watch the action 
through Nelson's own tele' 
scope , The admiral 
bequeathed it to his friend 
Capt Hardy who later 
passed it on to Lord 
Grafton. The present Lord 
Grafton has close links 
with the Type 23 frigate 
and lent the telescope to 
Cdr Stanley tor the visit. 



NELSON’i 
REV I SITE, 


"Success covers a multitude of blunders, 
and the want of it hides the greatest gal¬ 
lantry and good conduct 1 . 

Thus did Nelson try to put a gloss on the 
biggest mistake of his career - the attack 
on Santa Cruz, Tenerife where the "Nelson 
Touch 1 was notably lacking. He lost the 
vita! element of surprise as his vessels 
were swept along the coast by an unusual¬ 
ly strong inshore current - but made two 
more attempts on the stronghold, the last 
at night and against the advice of his army 
commanders. It was repulsed with heavy 
loss of life - and nearly cost Nelson his 
own. 

The Spanish garrison behaved with great 
generosity to their defeated foes - and 200 
years later HMS Grafton was also warmly 
received in Tenerife as she arrived to re¬ 
enact Nelson’s darkest, and the island's 
finest hour, 

Lorraine Couiton reports: 




T WO HUNDRED years after the first battle of 
Santa Cruz, HMS Victory’s cutter nearly started 
another one ... 

The boat had been taken to Tenerife to re-enact Nelson’s 
famous defeat - in which he lost his right arm - as he made three 
attempts to storm the defences and capture the island from the 
Spanish. 

The Victory’s Keeper and Curator, Peter Goodwin (dressed for 
the part as Nelson) led the assault. He was 350 yards offshore when 
he fired his first shot from the small cannon in the cutters bows, 

*T asked the gunner to put an extra charge in as I wanted no-one 
to be in doubt that the proceedings were underway,” he told Nttyy 
News. 

“The resultant bang startled the Royal Regiment of Wales on the 
jetty, echoed around the hills setting off clouds of pigeons - and set 
off all the ear alarms. And the gunner split his trousers. . 

The cutter had been carried to the Canaries by the Type 23 
frigate HMS Grafton - which also started her visit off with a bang 
as she fired a 21 gun salute, receiving one in return from the 
Spanish, fired from high up in the same bills that were the scene of 
savage hand-to-hand figh ti ng two cen turies before. 

It is a 30ft working replica, crewed by volunteers from all walks 
of life - including a doctor, a fireman, builders and a marketing 
consultant. 

As Peter and his crew came in fighting, the streets of Santa Cruz 
were crowded with thousands of spectators, every available rooftop 
and balcony packed with people straining to see the action. 

After "Nelson’ and his men had landed, the Corps of Drums, 1st 
Battalion The Royal Regiment of Wales played ‘Hearts of Oak’. All 
then marched through the streets along with the Spanish Imperial 
Guard and the Spanish Artillery , dressed in period costume. 

The parade finished in the Plaze de la Candelaria, main site of 
the 1797 battle, where all who fought and died there were com¬ 
memorated. 

The Royal Regiment of Wales were present as their forebears of 
the 69ih Regiment had served as Marines in RN ships in those 
days, had fought at the Battle of Cape St Vincent and so were 
almost certainly at Santa Cruz, too. 

I n the aftermath of the latter fight* the Spanish showed great 
humanity by ferrying the wounded and captured British 
sailors and marines back to the British Hot ilia. Commander* 
General Gutterez even invited the British officers to dinner. 

As Nelson tended his wound on board HMS Theseus he wrote a 
letter of thanks - with his left hand - and sent over to the Spanish 
general a Stilton cheese and a barrel of beer. In return lie received 
two demijohns of the best Canary wine. 

In 1997 the CO of HMS Grafton repeated the courtesy, follow¬ 
ing a suggestion from the 1805 Club. He invited the Military 
Governor of Santa Cruz on board to recei ve a round of Stilton from 
Colston Bassett Dairy on a board made from Victory oak - and had 
a barrel of Malmsey in return. Plus one for the Victory cutter. 

Nelson’s great-great-great grand-daughter. Anna Tribe, also took 
part in the ceremonies. She made a speech in Spanish aL the 
Mayoral Reception thanking the local populace for their warm wel¬ 
come. 

The visit ended with a 1 loly Mass in honour of Los 1 femes del 25 
Julio at the main parish church of Santa Cruz, where the Spanish 
Commander of the islands in 1797, General Don Antonio 
Gutierrez, lies buried* followed by another parade involving all 
the official participants, including a guard from HMS Grafton. 

Pictures: CPO(Phot) Jon Garthwaite 
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* DARKES 


m U Cdr Mike Cheshire , CO of HMS Victory t with some of the ship s collection of 18th century sur* 
gicai instruments. 


• Ado^e; Nelson and his 
crew board a replica cutter 
from HMS Victory to re¬ 
enact the ilhtated attack on 
Santa Cruz in 1797 . 
its cannon shot set off car 
alarms on the shore ,. * 


• Left: The Corps of 
Drums 1st Battaffion The 
Royal Regiment of Wales 
parade through the streets 
of Santa Cruz. 

Their forebears in the 69th 
Regiment served as 
Marines in HM ships in 
1797 and had almost cer¬ 
tainly taken part in the bat¬ 
tle. 


• HMS Grafton arrives at Santa Cruz, Tenerife 


Amputation - cold 
steel and opium 

A DMIRAL Sir William Hoste, in his Memoirs and Letters published in 
1633, gave his own eye witness account of the circumstances in which 
Nelson lost his arm at Santa Cruz, Tenerife on 25 June 1797. He was then 
a midshipman in HMS Theseus: 


At 1,00a.m. commenced one ofthe heaviest cam 
nonading (sic) f ever was witness to from the town 
upon our boats, likewise a very heavy fire of mus¬ 
ketry, which continued without intermission for the 
space of four hours. 

At 2.00 , Admiral Lord Nelson returned on board , 
being dreadfully wounded in the right arm with a 
grape shot. I leave you to judge of my situation 
when I beheld our boat approach with him, who I 
may say has been a second father to me, his right 
arm dangling by his side, while with the other he 
helped himself to jump up the ship's side , and with 
a spirit that astonished everyone, told the surgeon 
to get his instruments ready, for he knew he must 
lose his arm. and that the sooner it was off the bet¬ 
ter 

He underwent the amputation with the same 
firmness and courage that have always marked his 
character and f am happy to say is now in a fair 
way of recovery. 

Well, he wasn't Opium was given to Nelson to 
ease the excruciating pain of the operation. It was 
several months before the wound healed - and it 
continued to give him pain to the end of his life, 
when a sniper's bullet struck him down in his finest 
hour during the Battle of Trafalgar, finishing the 
work that a piece of shrapnel had come close to 
doing eight years earlier. 

He spent those months 'sedated with opium 1 , so 
that he missed the celebrations in London accord- 
ed to Admiral Adam Duncan's victory at 
Gamperdown on 11 October Not until early 
December did the East, troublesome ligature fall 
away from his stump - and until then he was in 
'constant, generally severe pain\ 

Even so, he owed his life to the skill of the sur¬ 
geon of HMS Theseus, Thomas Esheiby - without 
whose attentions the whole course of history might 
have been altered. 

Sarah-Jane Robinson asked the Medical 


Officer- in - Charge at the Institute of Navaf 
Medicine, Surgeon Commodore Grant McMillan, 
to comment on the Admiral's chances of surviving 
major surgery in the last decade of the 19th centu- 
ry: 

They were probably about 50/50, or even Eess. 
and would depend on several factors, including 
how much blood had been lost, his previous 
health, the skill of the surgeon and avoidance of 
infection. The skilful surgeon could work quickly to 
remove the damaged limb, tie off arteries to stop 
bleeding and avoid catching nerves in the ligature, 
as that would cause persistent pain even after the 
wound had heated. So there was quite a lot to 
achieve in a very short time, in the dark by the light 
of a candle." 

Was amputation always necessary? 

Very often, if the limb was badly damaged or 
infected, as there was really no other effective 
treatment available, especially at sea. When 
Nelson injured his arm he was taken to the nearest 
ship, the Seahorse - but he knew that the cap¬ 
tain's wife, Betsey Fremantle, was on board and 
was pregnant. He didn't want to upset her, so he 
had himself taken to his flagship, HMS Theseus 
9, Th 


and the arm was taken off there. The original med¬ 
ical record is up in the Public Records Office." 

Nelson complained that the surgeon's knife was 
cold and said they should afterwards be warmed - 
would this have made any difference? 

“ft may have been kinder; but if the wound is 
coot then amputation may be easier. In one of the 
Napoleonic battles it was so cold that the men 
were frozen to the ground by their blood - but the 
survival rate from amputations was said to be so 
much higher than ones done in a warmer cEimale, 
perhaps because there would be less infection," 

• Nelson may have had another reason for 
avoiding HMS Seahorse's surgeon, Mr Fleming, 
who was said to be a clumsy fellow'. 


- Jan# Robinson 
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DOLPHINS GALORE IN 57 VARIETIES OF THE SAME DISH 


BADGES of the 57 nations that have, or intend to have 
submarines as part of their fighting forces show remark¬ 
able similarities in design. 

Lt Cdr Maitland Thornton has assembled all of them, together 
with their histories and descriptions for Submarine Insignia and 
Submarine Services of the World (Pen & Sword £16,95). 

And a trawl through the 250 full colour illustrations shows that 
while a representative image of a submarine is used by many of 
them, dolphins - and in most cases a pair of dolphins, facing 
into a central motif - have been chosen by most Some combine 
the two, 

“It seems to point to a lack of imagination, but nearly every¬ 
body seems to have gone for them, ever since the United States 
Navy introduced the double dolphin badge for its submariners in 


1924, 11 the author told Navy News. 

The dolphins - rather ironically - symbolised the benevolence 
of the sea god Poseidon towards ships and mariners. But the 
Royal Navy had already made the link when its own Submarine 
Service was founded at Gosport in 1901 - and its alma mater 
took the name of the old sloop HMS Dolphin which provided it 
with its first depot ship. 

The RN T s own dolphins badge did not appear until 1971, how¬ 
ever - and then it was copied from the Royal Australian Navy's 
design, introduced in 1966, which had a pair, nose to nose, sup¬ 
porting a crown. Nicknamed the kissing kippers’, it follows the 
same pattern, except that it has a fouled anchor helping to sup¬ 
port the crown, is smaller and its dolphins are scaled while the 
RAN's are smooth. Read into that what you will ... 


# Right: For once T mermaids , 
not dolphins } form the motif- 
for a noveity badge Diesel 
Boats Forever ' (gold for offi¬ 
cers, stiver for etisted men) 
produced in 1971 lamenting the 
demise of conventional sub¬ 
marines in the USN. 




# Left: a double twist for the 
Dutch. 



THE EDDYSTONE LIGHT 


I f^last in reconstituted 
I Port land stone with solid 
I brass gallery rail and realistic 
■ 1 lantern light. 

T his 3ft replica of Douglas’s 
Tower makes for unusual 
ornamental light for home or 
garden. 

M ounted on an oak finish 
plinth this limited edition 
Am includes an illustrated history of 

PQB the light house by an ex keeper 

£189.00 inc VAT p&p. 

-J (overseas rates available on request) 

TO ORDER TEL: 01395 567990 

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


W HEN the Korean 
War broke out in 
the summer of 
1950 the US Commander 
soon requested a raiding 
force to strike behind 
enemy lines - an ideal role 
for the Royal Marines. 

41 (Independent 
Commando) was raised on 
August 16, made up of 
Marines from the British 
Pacific Fleet, volunteers from 
the UK and a draft from 3 Cdo 
Bde, then on active service in 
Malaya. 

On arrival in Japan 41 Cdo 
came under US command and 
was issued with US Marine Corps 
uniforms and weapons. 

They wore their green berets 
with the Olive Drab M1943 com¬ 
bat jacket and trousers and OD 
woollen shirts. 


For its action in supporting the 
US Marines in the desperate fight¬ 
ing that followed China’s entry on 
the North Korean side at the end 
of 195(1 President Harry S.Truman 
would award 41 (Independent) 
Cdo a United States Presidential 
Unit Citation. 

On Nov 25 300,000 Chinese 
‘Peoples Volunteers’ crossed the 
Yalu and quickly surrounded the 
1st US Marine Division at 
Hagaru-ru near Chosin Reservoir. 
When 41 Cdo reached Koto-ri. 10 
miles to the south, the Royals were 
ordered to break through “at all 
costs ’ to reinforce the Americans. 

With a company of US Marines 


and a US Army infantry company, 
collectively named Task Force 
Drysdale after 41 Cdo’s command¬ 
ing officer, they fought tenaciously 
over hilly terrain in freezing weath¬ 
er. losing 61 out of 235 men and 
joining the 1st US Marine 
Division in the defence of Hagaru- 
ri and in the break-out from the 
reservoir, 

41 Cdo reached the coast after a 
forced march and was evacuated 
from Hungnam in December. 


Boots were either American 
Genera i Issue or the norma! 
British Army pattern with short 
puttees, 

USMC overcoats with attached 
hoods, often pulled over the beret 
or helmet - the US Army Mi - 
were issued in winter. The Marines 
carried the .30 calibre US Ml 
senti-automatie Garand rifle. 

The illustration by Charles 
C.Stadden is taken from Uniforms 
of the Royal Marines from 1664 
to the Present Day (The 
Pompadour Gallery, £25 - Tel 
01375 384020) with accompanying 
text by George and Christopher 
Newark. 


VIM LTD - NEWTON POPPLE FORD ■ DEVON * ENOLAM) » EXUHHU 


• Below: 41 (Independent) 
Commando, Royal Marines, 
Korea, 195(1. 


SPECIAL NAVY DAYS FREE VIDEO OFFER 

^ Buy any 2 VIDEOS below and receive 
* „ Nelson’s Victory video ABSOLUTELY FREE! 

- j j Narrated by Richard Baker, this video tells the story of Britains 
jir Jr- greatest naval hero and the most famous warship in the world. 

This video can also be purchased separately for £ 10.99 

Great Sea Bailies of WWM 
■ Cat no CVB1110 - £10 99 

ER Featuring rare archive footage 
ot Torpedo bomber’s, from 
I MM Illustrious, attack on 
I Taranto, the batl le of Leyte Go If. 

I Pearl Harbour and much more. 
Running time 53 mins. 

The History of Ihe Submarine 
Cat no CVB1126 - HO.99 

From its arrival 1 in 1900 through WWII 
and up to the nuclear-powered modern 
killers. This video details tactics and 
technofogy used for and against!. 
Running time 55 mins. 


P I Fly Navy 

cat no CH40003 £12.99 

! An awe-inspiring portrayal 
i of the aircraft carrier USS 
Theodore Roosevelt, its 
planes and 6.000 crew. 
Produced by Equinox. 

- Channels 4’s awa rd winning 
documentary series. 

Running time 50 mins. 

The Battle of the Alianlic 
• Cat no □ □ 683 
* £10.99 

| Tell s the com plele story of 
| the campaign irom start to 
| finish with some of the ■ 
I best available tootage. 
Running time 48 mins. I 1 


The Ark Royali 
Iff? Gal no DD95Q 
j- £12.95 \ 

^" From the tirsf Ark Royal 
commissioned by Sir 
Wm Waiter Raleigh in the 16th 
tfl Century to the present day 
aircraft carrier. 

Running time 75 mins. 

The Story of the Float 
Air Arm - Cat no 
^ DO130 £12,99 

A i ^ rorn *' rst carr ' er landings 
Jr • thro ugh WWt I. C lass ic 
r7 torpedo bombers in action 

|F and much more... 

- " Running time B5 mins 


Battleships at War 
H Cat no CVB1171 

■ £10,99 

9 The battleship reigned 
S suprem e from the sta rt ot 

■ th is centu ry to 1945. This 
I video cover all the major 

^ action during that period. 
Running time 55 mins, 


Post to: PRESSPLAY, FREEPOS T CL3713, Dunmow, Essex CM6 1XX 

YES: Please send me the following videos. I enclose my 
cheque/PQ's to PRESSPLAY for £.. 

or debit my ACCESS/VI SAM AST E R CA R D Card No. CalHo Tllle -- m Melt Pric e Amount 


Signature 


Name (please print) 
Address_ 


Postcode 


Your orders will normally be delivered within 7-10 days 
but please allow 28 days for delivery. Offer only applies 
to UK Channel Isles and BFPO. For overseas orders 
please include £2.50 p&p for each video. 


IDEAL FOR STUDY, LIBRARY, ENTRANCE HAL 
CHILDS BEDROOM. CARDEN OR PATH) 


£ ILL 99 

Carriers is a unique, four pad Film history ol toe American 
Carrier and Naval air power, from USS Langley through to Ihe 
lupercarriers at today. Running time 56 mins each video. 

Vol 1 - The Ea rly Years Vel 2 - It® Carrie r at War 

Vol 3 - From Kamikazes to Korea Voi 4 - Supercarrler 


Cat No 

Title 

®L 

Unit Price 

Amount 

DD950 

The Ark Royals 


12.99 


DD130 

Story of the Fleet Air Arm 


12.99 


CH4G0G3 

Fiy Navy 


1299 


DD683 

The Battle of the Atlantic 


10.99 


even io 

Great Sea Battles olWWII 


10.99 


even ae 

The History of the Submarine 


10.99 


CVB1171 

Battleships at War 


10.99 


AT069 

Nelsons Victory 
(FREE with any 2 videos) 


10,99 


ACSET 

Carrier Set 


39.99 


DD481 

The Early Years 


10.99 


DD482 

The Carrier at War 


10.99 


DD4B3 

From Kamikazes to Korea 


1099 


DD4B4 

Supercarrier 


10.99 



CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 01371 873138 • H0TFAX 01371 B73382 
E-mail 100746.126@compuserve.com.uk 


Sub-total 

m 

Total Order Value 
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Naval nuggets 
of a veteran 
newshound 


£ LEASE read the foreword and the last four paragraphs 
1-^of the book. Then open it anywhere and join me in a jog 
JL down memory lane on some of the 84 news assignments 
recalled from an enjoyable career, 11 


Printed on a bookmark, this was 
Frank Goldsworthy's advice to 
reviewers of Want You Soonest 

(Dorranee Publishing £13.75), his 
memoir of nearly lour decades of 
work as a war reporter for the 
Daily Express. 

It was kindly meant, no doubt to 
save them time and trouble in 
trawling through all 84 of them for 
nuggets of what was* after all, 
going to be yesterday’s news. 

But war correspondents provide 
historians with some of their most 
valuable source material 
descriptions of events at the time 
they actually happened. 

Frank joined the Express as a 
reporter when he was 23, turned 
down the offer of a job as a news 
editor of the Daily Mirror three 
years later and was content to 
remain a reporter until he retired 
at 65* 

That was in 1977. He had seen a 
lot of action over the previous 40 
years. 

His wartime service in the 
RMVR left him w r ith a special 
interest in naval matters - and the 
reportage in this book provides 
fascinating insights into the the 
RN’s World War II and post war 
opera tons. 

Among the many priceless 
vignettes arc encounters with 
Churchill on board HMS Prince of 
Wales with Roosevelt 


Sailors’ Tales 


The story of six young suitors who 
served onboard the ill fa led 
Battlecruiser RMS Repulse during 
W.W. II. A poignant tale retelling 
experiences from basic lraining to the 
horrors of their sinking by Japanese 
torpedo bombers and much more. 

For copy of hook write to 

Sailors’ Tales* c/o 4 Slone Cottages 
March wid, Wrexham 
North Wales. LL13 - OPP 

price £10.99 inc. p&p 
overseas + £4.p&p 

please make all cheques or postal 
orders payable to L.D Evans. 


(Goldsworthy’s shorthand was 
employed when they drafted the 
Eight Point Plan later known as 
the Atlantic Charter): “Churchill 
had strolled in wearing only a vest 
of inadequate length and carrying 
a glass of whisky"; the mad scram¬ 
ble to secure what would he a 
world scoop in the aftermath of the 
Yangtse Incident (“Why should I 
help the Daily Express - they are 
always criticising BO AC?” said the 
pilot he eventually persuaded to 
take of with the envelope contain¬ 
ing his famous pictures of HMS 
Amethyst s triumphant arrival at 
Hong Kong); and his close brush 
with death during the assault on 
Inchon during the Korean War (16 
newsmen were killed in the first 
two months)* 

Frank was settling down to sleep 
on board HMS Jamaica when 
action stations was piped: ' Before 
I could drag on my trousers* the 
voice of the ship’s chaplain, the 
Rev Raymond Lowe* was 
announcing, calm as a cricket com¬ 
mentator, We arc being attacked 
by enemy aircraft. We have already 
shot one down/ 

“My self-chosen action station 
was a small platform just aft of the 
bridge, where t could see all and 
bother nobody. When 1 got there, 
a patch of oil on the starboard side 
was the only evidence of the 
crashed aircraft, but on the port 
pom-pom a boy gunner was dying. 
He had been wounded by one of 
the 18 cannon shells which left 
their marks the length of the ship 
as two aircraft swept in on a low- 
level dawn attack. One cannon 
shell had exploded on my action 
station platform. I was grateful for 
my sloth that morning,. 

This is a deeply engaging mem¬ 
oir by one of our finest naval 
reporters who has provided the 
RN with some of its most enduring 
images, 

I le was made an honorary mem¬ 
ber of the Amethyst Association 
(he still attends their annual din¬ 
ners) and with good reason. One 
of the crew later met his wife 
through one of his pictures: '\She 
found it wrapped round her fish 
and chips,*/’ -JFA 



Have you ordered 
your free copy of our 
comprehensive Autumn 
1997 A4 catalogue? 


WHITE ENSIGN BOOK CLUB 
113 The Ridgeway, Northaw 
Herts EN6 4BG 


Tel: 01707 872720 
Fax: 01707 873444 



HMS CENTAUR 


1943 ~1972 


By Neil McCart 


T he Lues! in the series detailing the careers 
of I he Royal Navy's post-war aircraft 
carriers. This volume follows the Centaur from the builder’s yard to the breakers 
yard with derailed accounts of each of the vessel's commissions. Foreword by Rear- 
Admiral Kleiner, the Centaur !? last commanding officer, 125 illustrations, some in 
colour. Hardback with full colour laminated dust jacket. Price £16.95 plus p&p. 


ISBN 0 9519538 93 


Also Available: 

HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 (Hardback) £18.95 plus p&p 
HMS ALBION 1944-1973 (Softback) £13.95 plus p&p 

Please add £1.50 p&p UK k EU (£3-50 overseas). Payment by Merlin^ cheque, postal order, or by 
VtS A/MASTERCARD* Telephone orders welcomed. From FAN PUBLICATIONS, 17 Wymans 
Lane. Cheltenham, Gins GL5I 9QA. Tel/Fax (11242 58029(1 Or order from good bookshops. 
Allow 21 day5 for delivery. 


TRIO OF TRICKSY TITLES 


MURDER at 1600 turns out to be not 
an airborne whodunit, nor yet a tale 
of late-afternoon slaughter. 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue is the address 
of the White House, and it’s to there 
that the movie’s doughty sleuth 
Harlan Regis is directed to investi¬ 
gate the case of the dead blonde in 
the executive bedroom. 

A British version of this yarn could only 
be played as farce with, say, Lennie Henry 
blundering around Number 10 on the trail of 
a serial-killing Minister for Overseas 
Development, tn the States, however, action 
hero Wesley Snipes can fight blazing gun 
battles in the very corridors of power, with¬ 
out anyone daring to suggest ifs all a little 
far-fetched. 

As a mystery, the film is almost pre- 
Agatha Christie, with the suspects narrow¬ 
ing down to an impossibly sinister Daniel 
Benzali and an excessively avuncular Alan 
Alda. 

Its chief attributes are its sheer cheek and 


an attractive performance by Diane Lane, 
once a child star of singular prettiness, now 
matured sufficiently to play convincingly a 
tough FBI agent. 

Albino Alligator is another ambiguous title. 
This Intriguing beastie turns out not to be 
on display in the movie, but is evoked in the 
dialogue as a symbol only, and a dubiously 
relevant one at that* 


Screen Scene 


Three small-time crooks make a mess of 
a heist and hole up in a basement bar, hold¬ 
ing staff and customers at gunpoint* The 
cops mistake them for international terror¬ 
ists and soon the situation is sliding blood¬ 
ily out of control* 

It's quite small-scale logisticafly, but 
boasts a high-powered cast which includes 
Gary Sinise as the most rational of the 
hoodlums, Faye Dunaway as the bar lady 
with a secret, and Joe Mantegna as the 
harassed cop mastermining, if that's the 
word, the handling of the siege. 


Stephen King’s Thinner is the most enig¬ 
matic title of the lot. But of course the King 
name is adjectival only, a statement of 
authorship rather than one of dietary 
achievement. 

A well-off, heavily overweight lawyer acci¬ 
dentally kills a woman in a car accident and 
uses his legal connections to get off scot- 
free, But as will happen in a Stephen King 
tale her husband is a magician from the old 
country who proceeds to lay dreadful male¬ 
dictions on all concerned* 

Soon the elephantine attorney is wasting 
away to stick insect proportions and in des¬ 
peration he calls on a Mob acquaintance 
who owes him a favour (Joe Mantegna 
again, on the wrong side of the law on this 
occasion). 

Newcomer Robert John Burke is impres¬ 
sive in a part that must have required a relay 
of make-up jobs, while King himself con¬ 
tributes his customary guest appearance* 
this time as a dilatory chemist* 

Bob Baker 


Super people, 
shame about 
the ships ... 

B EST ASSET of the Royal Navy has always been its manpower* In 1939 it had 10,000 
regular officers and 109,000 men, together with 12,400 officers and men of the Royal 
Marines. — 


In addition to these were 
73,000 officers and men of the 
Royal Naval reserve and 6,000 
Royal Naval Volunteer 
Reservists, 

Together they formed the best 
trained and most dedicated cadre 
of naval personnel in the world. 

The tragedy was that, at the out¬ 
break of war, their training and 
dedication were not matched by 
the standard of the ships available 
to them* In the first grim years of 
conflict many lives would be wast¬ 
ed as a result* 

In The Royal Navy in World 

War II (Airlift; £19.95) Robert 
Jackson suggests that Hitlers fear 
of confronting the British fleet in 
battle - he kept his most lethal 
ships hidden in bolt-holes - was 
unfou nded. 

The Kriegsmarine would most 
probably have won through the 
superior ships and guns it pos¬ 
sessed, he says. 

And it was no more than dogged 
determination of British seafarers 
throughout the early part of the 
war that eventually caused the 
demise of the German big-ship 
fleet and left the U-Boats and E- 
Boats to fight the Fuhrer’s war at 
sea. 

He tells how, despite all the 
odds, the RN helped the UK sur¬ 
vive the critical times of the Battle 
of the Atlantic - which lasted the 
entire span of the war - the siege 
of Malta, the convoys to northern 
Russia and the D-Day landings. 

He also tells why its fully- 
stretched forces could not play the 
part they wished in the Eastern 
and Pacific war, 

T he author admits that, as to 
planning and strategy* the RN, 
because of the country’s global 
responsibilities, faced far more 
problems than any other major 
maritime force. 

At the outset* the fighting capa¬ 
bility of the Italian Navy was an 
unknown quantity - neither the 
British nor the French had ever 
fought against it. 

And intelligence on the true 
state of the Japanese Navy - and 
its associated maritime air power - 
was almost completely lacking. 

In 1939 Japan was adopting an 
increasingly belligerent stance 


towards Britain and the USA, but 
ships could not he spared to hol¬ 
ster the existing force of cruisers 
and escort vessels - elderly ships, 
for the most part - responsible for 
the defence of British interests in 
the Far East* 

Should Japan ally herself with 
Germany and Italy, a plan existed 
to reinforce the Eastern Fleet by 
despatching the bulk of the 
Mediterranean Fleet to Singapore, 
leaving operations in the 
Mediterranean entirely to the 
French. This fell with the collapse 
of France in 1940, 

7’he next plan envisaged rein¬ 
forcing the Far East with six capital 
ships, a modern aircraft carrier 
ana supporting light forces by the 
spring of 1942. In the meantime, 
the best that could be done was to 
send out the new battleship HMS 
Prince of Wales supported by the 
old battlecruiser HMS Repulse 
and the aircraft carrier 
Indomitable which was to supply 
the essential air component. 


W hen Indomitable ran 
aground off Jamaica 
the other two ships 
arrived at Singapore without her, 
A few days later came the 
Japanese air attack on Pearl 
Harbour which signalled w r hat the 
doomed pair were in for. 

Revenge came a little over three 
years later, when the RN showed 
some material superiority over the 
US Fifth Fleet. When a kamikaze 
hit HMS Indefatigable at the base 
of her island* if she had been an 
Amerian carrier with less 
armoured deck protection the air¬ 
craft would have torn through and 
exploded in the hangar below. 

As it was, there was a delay of 
about 45 minutes while the wreck¬ 
age was shovelled over the side, 
and then the ship carried on 
almost as if nothing had happened. 

Thus the RN recovered its lead 
position - at least in aviation - that 
it had enjoyed at the end of World 
War I. And what might have hap¬ 
pened if Hitler had let the 
Kriegsmarine off its leash will 
thankfully remain a 'might have 
been', 

- JFA 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

all subjects considered 

Fiction* Nun- Fiction, Biography, 
Religious. Peltry, Childrens 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
Write or send your manuscript to 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 OLD BROMPTON ROAD. LONDON SW7 3DQ 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

With 

The Pentland Press 

Edinburgh ('ambridge Durham CS.\ 
Established publisher welcomes 
books In all subjects. 

Write for details or send your manuscript to: 

Pentland Press (NN), 1 Hutton Close, 
South Church* Durham DL14 6XB 

Tel: 0136B 776555 Fax: 01 m 776766 


AUTHORS 

Let us Publish Your Book 

Most subjects considered 
including Religion,Biography, 
Children’s Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 

AVON BOOKS (NN), 

1, Dovedale Studios, 

465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 

Member of The Publishers Association 

HP BOOKFINDERS: Established 

professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: 22* Fords Close* 
Bledlow Ridge, Buckinghamshire. 
HP 14 4AP* Tel: (01494) 4R111K 
Fax: (01494) 481121. 
mart i n {§ hp, hot xk.fi nders. eo. uk 

“HMS. GANGES (The final 
farewell) . , video. Ideal birthday 
/surprise present. Documentary 
includes all aspects of GANGES 
before demolition. One tear-jerking 
hour of nostalgia, produced by 
JOHN DOUGLAS author H.M.S. 
GANGES (Roll on my dozen!) & 
H.M.S GANGES (Tales of the 
T.R.O.G/S.) S.A.E. details Douglas 
Use, Penmarth Redruth, Cornwall 

TR16 6NX 


Grim tally 
of 1,000 
U-Boats 

GERMAN U-Boats were the 
scourge of Allied shipping in the 
world wars - but a thousand were 
destroyed by air and seaborne 
attacks, by surface vessels and 
Allied submarines, in tough head- 
to-head encounters, chance meet¬ 
ings and after extensive chases and 
hunts. 

U-Boats Destroyed (Arms 
and Armour £20), by Paul Kemp, 
provides unprecedented detail of 
the sinkings* giving details of the 
action and information of com¬ 
manders* locations, survivors 
(there seldom were any) and casu¬ 
alties. 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LARUE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 

SHOP OP EM 10 4 (SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 
98/100 Heaton Road,, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


PORT AFTER 
STORMY SEAS 

A Sailors Tale (1940-45) 

fly 

AJS. Garrod 
ISBN. 1.85863.912.3 
Minerva Press 
WH Smith- £6-99. 


NAVAL-MARITIME BOOKS N 

Our free monthly catalogues always offer an 
intwestirw and non-feptfrtiue sstection from our 
targe slock of secondhand books on all aspects of 
Naval, Mercantila & Seafaring Arthritiss. 

Send tor one now. 

GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS 

73 Clayhall Avenue, Ilford, Essex, 

\ IQS OPtt Tel/Fax 0181 550 7317 / 


NEVER - . . 

Buy a new Naval Book or Video 
before checking our prices first - 
which include delivery to your door* 
Send today for our FREE 
catalogues: 

Maritime Books, Lodge Hill 
Liskeard, PL14 4EL 
Tel 01579 343663 
Fax 01579 346747 


BOOKS ON SHIPS 
AND THE SEA 

Sural Fir fret: liaitti of urit.-d and 
antiquarian hooka from nur huge stock 
on Xavn] & Merchant Shipping 

N* Fisher Nautical 

Huntnwood, Si Helena Lane. Slrt-ar 
Kvwckii. Suiwex RN6 nsl i 

Tcl/ru: 01273 &W273 


SHORT SEA - LONG WAR 

(A new W& S book hy John Je S Win.\ert 

The lull World War II story of 119 British, 
French, Dutch & Belgian ferries trusll 
theatres of the conflict. IbO pages k 132 
illustrations. £22.3(1 [including postage). 

WORLD SHIP SOCIETY 

t72 Ball ants Way 

Addington Hills* CROYDON. CKO 5RG j 
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Recruitment and Business Opportunities 



INLAND REVENUE TAX RETURNS ■ SELF ASSESSMENT 


AUTOMATIC £100 FINE AND INTEREST FOR LATE SUBMISSION! 
Call (I7IKKI TAX (XX) (07000 KOODOO) lor details of our inexpensive services 


TAXATION SPECIALISTS LTD 

95 High Street, Lind field, Sussex, 


RH16 2HN 

(The specialists in Forces taxation - ask your Tax Office!) 


EARN £200 PER 100 

(£2 per envelope} 

Redirecting envelopes to 
National Mail Order Company 
For detail ^application form, send S.A.E 
lor Dept. EA426, PO Box 17, 
Wimbomc, Dorset, BH21 2DG 


Long Established Pic 

requires self motivated people. 
Run your own business from 
home Full/Part time. 
Investment £100 - £200 
Success tor hard workers 

Call 01342 712265 


★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


SECURE YOUR 
FINANCIAL FUTURE 


British Pic Established 
since 1923, 

- Unlimited potential 

- Further expansion 

into Europe. 

For free information 
Ring 0191 2479521 


WANTED Reg Agents for Long Est Pic . Earnings 

£50 - £500 + per week, 20hr$ plus full support given. 
Call Steve/Elaine (Ex RN) 01484 646313 


WANTED 

For an 18 month contract in warmer climates 
Ex Flight Deck Badger 
Ideally Ex-CERA or FDO with 
Project Management Experience 

Contact Mr F D Badger at 
PO Box 23010 EDINBURGH EH7 4YT 

THIS IS NOT A WIND UP 


CAREERS in SECURITY 


A career opportunity in Security is 
guaranteed on completion of the 
Professional School of Security 
home study course, specially 
designed to prepare members and 
former members of the Forces 
for a rewarding position in the 
Security Industry. 

For details write or telephone 


Professional School of Security 


Highbury Chambers, Skinner Street, 
Newport, Gwent NP9 1GZ 
Tel: 01633 222270 
Fax: 01633 222271 

{ A division of the RCf group ) 


CURRICULUM VITAE 

• Specialists in C,Vs 

• Convert Service Does to civvy Jargon 

• Individually Tailored by Human 
Resource Professional 

• Quality Comes as Standard 

REDE SERVICES 

82, Langdale Close, Estover, Plymouth 
TEL/FAX: (017521 700659 


>OIL RIGS< 

- The Essential Guide - 

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN 
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND 
DOESN'T KNOW WHERE TO START 
PACKED FULL OF ALL THE IN FORMA' 
TION YOU WILL EVER NEED ABOUT 
OIL RIGS. 

* BOOKS TODAY * 

01253 869808 


A £50 investment gives you a 
business opportunity with a nationally 
known Co. of 75 years standing. 


No stock to hold 
Work from home 


No restrictions on areas 
fuli/part time. Car + Telephone 

For Info Pack call 

S’ 01962 734877 B* 


COMMUNICATIONS RATINGS 


The Royal Fleet Auxiliary Service is a civilian organisation that supports 
Britain’s armed forces around the world, working particularly closely 
with the Royal Navy. 

CURRENTLY WE HAVE VACANCIES FOR COMMUNICATIONS RATINGS. 
PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES SHOULD HAVE RECENT SEA-GOING 
EXPERIENCE IN THE RATE OF LRO, R01, R02, (G) OR (T). 


The starting salary is £13,807 on entry as CR2 rising to £16,619 after 12 months service and 
regrading to CR1. Leave is earned at the rate of 42 days per 4 months appointment and we offer 
some of the best terms and conditions afloat today. 

The UFA is an squat opportunities employer and actively welcomes applications from temale ratings. 

If you are interested in pursuing an exciting and varied careerst sea with the Royal Fleet Auxiliary Service 
Please write for an application form to: 



THE RECRUITMENT OFFICER (CH), OFFICE OF COMMODORE, UFA FLOTILLA, 
ROOM F4, LANCELOT BUILDING, HM NAVAL BASE, PORTSMOUTH. P01 3NH 



FIRM SECURITY 


One of the UK's premier security companies 
has vacancies throughout the UKl 
Wage is £4.00 per hour rising to £5.25 per hour, 
if you are smart , fit and enthusiastic we would like to 
see you , 

Please telephone 01933 671000 for a full 
information pack. 

in addition we offer a two day residential training 
course to BS7499 standards, uniform provided and 
excellent career prospects plus 4 weeks paid 
holiday per year 


THE SAME DAY 
C.V. COMPANY 


Ready to move on? 
Ring 

01753 890243 

Job Search & CVs 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 


MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 

Director General Aircraft (Navy) I, LrKfJ 

Aircraft Support Executive 

Higher Professional & Technology Officer - 1 Full Time Post - ASE Yeovilton 

The Director General Aircraft (Navy) is seeking an HPTO Weapons Systems Engineer 71 who will be responsible to the 
Fixed Wing Engineering Authority within the ASE, to provide technical and administrative support, including Quality 
Assurance Air Tests, on ail Sea Harrier Weapons. The role will require you to liaise with the relevant RAF Support 
Authority and the appropriate Design Authority. Other tasks such as generation of Support Policy Statements, 
validation of weapon preparation schedules, organisation of and involvement in trials, attendance and conduct of 
working parties, weapon acceptance procedures, all form part of the overall requirement. 

QUALIFICATIONS & EXPERIENCE: You should have a relevant degree plus 2 years training/experience, or an 
HNC/HND/HBTEC certificate or equivalent in a relevant subject plus 4 years formal training and several years 
experience since achieving the qualification, Experience of Sea Harrier weapons and avionics, explosives and 
conventional weapons is also desirable. 

The post advertised is reserved, therefore only UK nationals can apply. 

SALARY: The salary will be on a scale of £13,491 to £20,255 according to qualifications and experience. 

There are opportunities for advancement to the top of the salary scale, currently £24,167 and prospects for promotion. 

For an application form and further details, please write (enclosing an A4 stamped, addressed envelope) to: 

FS(Pers) Recruitment, Spur 8, Block D, Ensleigh, Bath, BA! 5AB. quoting reference ASE/001, 

A ^5* 

The closing date for return of completed application forms is 19th September 1997 ^ ^ 

We are an equal opportunity employer and are fully committed to equal opportunity £ j? 

policies. The Ministry of Defence positively welcomes applications from suitably 
qualified individual, irrespective of racial origin , sex or disability : 




,71/1 

SBMyams nrmm. eosmsh mb h--- . ^=7 

——-——-----— - - ■ Incorporating Forces Ferry Service 


BLDG 302 RAF Brampton, Huntingdon, PE 18 8QL, 

GPTN: x 7834/7936 BT: 01480 436655 fax: 436653 

★ BRYMON/BA . £155 Ply/Edi/Gla/LHR 

* 1 ★ LE SHUTTLE . £70 Standard Return ■ 

CAR HIRE . . from £20 Per Day (21 or over) 

JUST 3 EXAMPLES 

with lots more concessions when 
you call our central reservations office ! 


Convert your experience 

into qualifications... 


Vocational Education Training Programme 


The following BTEC Qualifications (NC,ND,HNC,HND,CMS & DMS) are 
available under the above programme. 

Faculty of Technology 


BS EN IS 9002 REGISTERED 

• PLANT ENGINEERING (NC. nd, hnc, hnd) 

• MECHANICAL ENGINEERING (HNC, HND) 

• ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING (hnc, hnd) 

* ELECTRONICS (hnc, hnd) 

• TELECOMMUNICATIONS (HNC. HND) 

* BUILDING STUDIES (HNC, HND) 

* BUILDING SERVICES (HNCONLY) 

* COMPUTING 


Faculty of Business and 
Management 

• CERTIFICATE IN MANAGEMENT 
STUDIES (CMS) 

• DIPLOMA IN MANAGEMENT 
STUDIES (DMS) 

• PROFESSIONAL AWARD IN 
SUPERVISORY MANAGEMENT 

■ INTRODUCTION TO SUPERVISORY 
MANAGEMENT 


The programme is an initiative by Blackburn College to assist individuals 
to attain recognised qualifications using the Accreditation of Prior 
Learning (APL) process for a portion of the award 


Interested? 


Then contact Barbara Clarkson, Faculty of Technology, Blackburn 
College, Feilden Street, Blackburn, Lancashire BB2 1LH. 

Telephone: 01254 292357/292373/292417 Fax: 01254 292373 


Tmnih| 


O 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


m/^i 

MANAGEMENT f CHARTER INITIATIVE 


Awarded for Excellence 


n BIACKBURN COLLEGE 

FEILDEN STREET, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE BB2 ILH 
Blackburn College exists to serve the educational dfc cultural needs of the local community 
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Options 


MERICANS TAKE FUGHT 


FROM THE ROYAL NAVY 


AIRMEN from 209 Flight of 815 NAS have become 
the first to embark on an American warship with a 
Royal Navy helicopter. 

They flew out to meet the Ticonderoga-class cruiser USS Cape 
St George off the south coast of England and spent three weeks 
at sea, accompanying her as far as Poland and Germany. 

USN Captain John Harvey Jnr brought the Cape St George 
across the Atlantic without a helicopter for planned exercises. 

Unable to obtain a SH60B Seahawk, he contacted PON A to 
see if a Lynx was available, with the philosophy “if you don’t ask 
you don't get’' and it was approved as a unique cross-decking 
opportunity. 

Another Captain John Harvey, the Captain of HMS Osprey 
was asked to provide and the Support B Flight normally affiliat¬ 
ed to HMS Montrose was chosen. 


“There were many major differences between operating from a 
Type 23 - mainly in the daily working habits and the flight deck 
operating routine” said Might Observer, Lt Roh Taylor. 

“Reveille is at bam which came as a hit of a shock initially, and 
there is a clean ship period before work proper begins at 1)800. 
People work until their evening meal at 1730 after which there is 
Lime to pul in a further six hours before turning in.” 

“With normal operations on Montrose the flight is completely 
autonomous but when flying stations were piped on board about 
25 people would appear...to all the jobs normally done by the 
flight maintainors. 

The helicopter clocked up 31 hours in 22 sorties, supporting 
search and rescue, anti-surface warfare, range clearance and pas¬ 
senger transfers while the ship operated alongside vessels from 
13 navies, including those of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. 



• 209 Flight personnel from 815 Naval Air Squadron, the first to 
embark on an American warship with their heticopter. They are 
(back left) PO Parker, PO Be ft, Lt Cdr Thornton, Lt Taylor, CPO 
Puddick, CPO Coleman and (front left) LA EM McMurdo, A EM 
Chard, AEM Thomas and LWAC Edwards . 



• Lynx 444 from 815 Squadron , HMS Osprey ; on board the USS Cape St George 





CREATING A LEVEL PLAYING FIELD, 


Atherstone celebrates 
her new-found freedom 



IT WAS almost a year before sailors from HMS 
Atherstone could visit their North Warwickshire 
namesake to enjoy the Freedom of the Borough 
granted to them last Autumn. 

But after a fun-packed weekend visit, both the sailors and 
the locals were in no doubt that the wait was worthwhile, 

'Thirty of the ship’s company made the visit and the first 
stop was Oakfield Primary School where questions ranged 
from 'have you ever killed anybody 1 to 'what’s your favourite 

Historic event 

The main street was closed off as the ship's company and 
15 members of the WWI1 Hunt Class Destroyer of the same 
name marched behind Royal Marines Bandsmen. 

More than 3(H) people turned out to cheer them on 
despite wet weather ana at a reception after the 2lJ-minule 
march, the Mayor, Councillor Roy Robinson said: “History 
is in ihc making. Nothing like this has ever happened in 
North Warwickshire before.” 


• Atherstone's parade marking the Freedom of the Borough and (above) CO Lt Cdr Paul Bennett 
with one of the World War II veterans who turned out to welcome them . 


Prince pays carrier a visit 


PRINCE CHARLES renewed 
his acquaintance with carrier 
life on a day-long visit to HMS 
Invincible. 

He watched live firings and 


air displays and made the 
time to meet many of the 
ship's company. 

Prince Charles first took 
the wheel of the carrier HMS 


Eagle in 1959. 

He went on to become a 
helicopter pilot with 845 
Squadron serving on board 
HMS Hermes. 


MATCHING SKILLS TO EMPLOYERS’ NEEDS 


F or 137 years. The Corps of 
Commissionaires has been placing 
former Armed Services personnel in 
meaningful civilian roles. This valued 
lobbying and placement network has 
recently been extended, via Service 
Connections, to match highly trained and 
qualified recent Service personnel with 
today's enlightened employers" specialist 
discipline needs, in the UK and overseas. 


If you are considering leaving or have 
recently left the Armed Forces or 
represent an organisation requiring 
specialist Services experience in Security 
and Facilities Management, Electronics, 
Engineering, Information Technology, 
Logistics, Communications and Project 
Development - we are well aware of the 
value of the Forces transferable skills and 
employers’needs to create a perfect match. 



Service Connections 


Burford House, Leppington, Birch Hill, Bracknell, Berks RG I 2 7WW 
Tel: 01344 8S8005 Fax: 01344 485666 
E-Mail: Se r v i ce ,Co n nee ti ons @ Di a I. P i pex. Com 




# Prince Charles chats with NA Tommo Thomas and WOM Jan Kendall on the quarterdeck of 

HMS Invincible. Picture: LA(PHOT) Burden, HMS Invincible Photographic Section 
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PAINT or colour-in the drawing above and send your completed entry to 
Beetleborg Competition, Captain Plank's Club, Navy News , HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. 

Please remember to add your age, name and address. Entries must be in by 
October 15,1997. Employees or relatives of Navy News staff are ineligible. 
Beetleborgs are suitable for children aged four and above. 


THE TOP GREEN TIP 

BEFORE you rush off and buy your exercise books 
for the new term, make sure you really have used up 
the old ones. 

If your teacher approves, try to buy books and paper 
which has been recycled. Don't throw away pencils and 
pens until they are completely finished, sometimes a biro 
can be forced back into life by warming up the ink inside by 
rubbing it on your hands. 

But remember not to have your homework underneath in 
case it splodges on to it! 


Your chance to win a 
_ _ w Bad Beetleborg 


MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION FORM 

Please enrol me as a member of Captain Plank’s new 
club. I enclose a postal order/cheque 
payable to Navy News for £3.25 (UK) 

Overseas membership is available on request 

Name _ 

Address _ 


_ Postcode _ 

Age _ Birthday _ 

Special interests: Sport Lj Music EH Fiim/TV EH 
Friends EH Reading EH 

Other_ 

Do you have any brothers of sisters? Yes/No 

Name/Ages _ 

Who does this copy of Navy News belong to? 

Parent EH Grandparent EH Other _ 

Send your completed form, together with postal ordcr/cheque for 
£3.25, lo: Captain Plank's Cltih, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 

Portsmouth POI 3HH, 

If you would like any further information before applying, call 01705 
826040 or 01705 733558, The judges decision in final and we regret 
that Navy News cannot return your pictures. 


FAMOUS SHIPS 


This is the second in our series of Tacts About 
Famous Ships’ and this month we are looking at the 
Royal Yacht Britannia. 

The Royal Yacht has been very much in the news recently 
and some interesting ideas have been put forward tor her 
replacement, including a large sailing yacht and a very luxu¬ 
rious superyacht. 

Here are some facts about HMY Britannia: 

• She was launched in 1953 by the Queen, 

• She carries a crew of 19 officers and 217 men, all of 
whom are volunteers from the Royal Navy. 

• She is 126 metres long and 16.8 metres wide, that’s as 
long as 12 double decker buses, and weighs 6,380 tonnes, 
equivalent to 1063 African elephants. 

• Her mast is 37.5 metres high, 20 times the height of the 
average person. 

• Britannia cost just over £2 million to build. 

• She is powered by steam turbine engines and can reach 
speeds of up to 21 knots, pretty fast for a ship of her size. 

• Since she came into Service, Britannia has steamed over 
1.5 million kilometres and has visited every continent in the 
world. 

• HMY Britannia set off in January this year for a seven- 
month deployment. She visited Malta, Egypt, Yemen, UAE, 
Pakistan, India, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, the 
Philippines, Japan, South Korea and Greece. 

• Britannia also played a big part in the handover cere¬ 
monies in Hong Kong. 

As soon as Captain Plank hears any more news about HMY 
Britannia he will let you know. 


WIN A 
FUN BAG 


- signed by a 


Gladiator 


WOULD YOU BE - A PHYSICAL TRAINER? 


Options 


CAPTAIN Plank offers hearty greetings to 
all you landlubbers and seafarers! 

My timbers have been shivered right 
and proper by all the jolly names you 
have been sending in for my club and 
next month I’ll be announcing the winner. 


DON’T FORGET 
to send me your 
jokes! 

Each month 1 will 
judge them on 
Captain Plank’s 
Seafarer’s scale and 
if your joke gets a 
‘Crow’s Nest’ you will 
receive a fun bag, 
signed by a Gladiator. 

How well will 
you do? 

CROW S NEST - THE 
BEST!! 

CAPTAINS CABIN - 
TRY AGAIN 

ON THE KEEL - BE 
REAL! 

WALK THE PLANK - IT 
STANK! 

Matthew Blackwell (9) 
sent us this car joke: 
What car has fair hair? 
A Blondeo!! 

Captain Plank gives 
that one a Captain's 
Cabin. 

His younger brother 
David (7) lets us in on 
his joke: What car has 
been through the car 
wash? The Renault 
Cleano!! 

Captain Plank gives 
that one On the Keel. 


HAVE YOU ever thought you might 
like to get fit, and stay fit? If so you 
might like to be like Chief Petty Officer 
Vic Parsons who has to be very fit for 
his job in the Royal Navy, 

What is your full job title? 

Chief Petty Officer Physical Trainer. 

What does you job involve? 

Taking PT classes in the gymnasium, 
acting as organiser, umpire and refer¬ 
ee at sports events, arranging compe¬ 
titions and matches, selecting the 
teams, running indoor games, circuits 
and quizzes for those on board ships, 
conducting fitness tests for those peo¬ 
ple who are about to take leadership 
courses. 

Do you need any qualifications? 


NAMET 5:5 This is a naval qualifica¬ 
tion based on Maths and English 
tests. 

Did you ever get into trouble at 
school? Yes, I tended to joke around 
and not pay attention. ! wish I hadn’t 
now and teli my children not to. 

If you hadn’t done this job what 
would you have done? I grew up in 
the country and so, I suppose that if! 
had not joined the Navy, I would have 
worked on a farm. 

What kind of music do you like? All 
sorts, mainly classical. 

What’s you favourite colour? Red 
What’s your favourite item of cloth¬ 
ing? Aussie Ken’s Toast Shop vest. I 
bought this when I was in Thailand. 


• CPOPT Vic Parsons 
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for the first time. 

Credit for their spectacular suc¬ 
cess went to the hard work of aJI 
the team and the expertise of the 
1st Trainer, Chief Petty Officer 
Ziggy Wehrle. 


Win brought 
back old 
memories 

PORTSMOUTH’S Victory 
brought back some very 
old memories for ex-PO 
Ron Janies who wrote to 
Navy News to congratulate 
the team. 

His father served in HMS 
Powerful at the turn of the cen* 
tury and took part in the action 
at Ladysmith which inspired 
the Royal Tournament event. 

Years later, he became a 
fieid gunner himself and was a 
member of the winning team of 
t936 while serving in HMS St 
Vincent. 

He said: “Congratulations to 
Portsmouth and long live the 
field gun competition at Earl's 
Court - the highlight of the 
Royal Tournament! 


• TOP: The Champions in action at Eart’s Court Picture: jon Ganhwaite 

• ABOVE: The crew in Guildhall Square s where they were accom¬ 
panied by a 3Q-$trong guard of honour and Royal Marines 

Bands men. Picture: Steve Lems 

• ABOVE LEFT: Portsmouth Naval Base Commander , Cdre lain 
Henderson , with the crew’s haul of silver. Picture: Steve Lews 


victory for 

Pompey's 
gun crew 


make their mark after reaching 
the finals in 19%. 

Their supreme effort produced 
a winning time of 1 minute 23.17 
seconds and saw the 90-year-old 
trophy heading north of the border 
for the first time. 


PORTSMOUTH field gun crew’s explosive perfor¬ 
mance at the Royal Tournament was their best for 
ten years. 

Speed, aggression, split-second timing, a strong team spirit and 
excellent physiotherapy all helped the Pompey team out do their 
arch-rivals from Devon port and the Flee! Air Arm. 


Taking the Intercommand 
Challenge Cup for Ihe first time 
since 1%7, Portsmouth finished 
two points clear of the Fleet Air 
Arm and ten points ahead of 
Devon port. 

Pompey also won the fastest 
combined time after 16 runs, the 
fastest run of the tournament (2m 
45,6) and the Fastest B Crew 
Trophy. 


Whitbread 

Before the Royal Tournament 
got underway, field gunners from 
HMS Gannet were celebrating an 
historic victory in the annual 
Whitbread field gun competition 


held at HMS Collingwood. 

Seventeen crews took part with 
the six fastest finishers reaching 
the final at the end of June, 

Gannet, a comparatively small 
establishment, was determined to 


The team had a jubilant return 
to Portsmouth where they cele¬ 
brated their victory with a parade 
with a 30-strong guard of honour 
and Royal Marines bandsmen to 
Guildhall Square where they cele¬ 
brated the freedom of the Citv. 

And the celebrations continued 
as medals were given out at an end 
of season dinner in Southsca 
attended by wives and girlfriends, 
and Ihe Commodore of HMS 
Excellent, Cdre Peter Tribe. 




MARINES PLAN ASSAULT 
ON THE NORTH POLE 


TWO ROYAL Marines from Plymouth are planning the first 
Naval assault on the Arctic since Cdr Albert H Markham’s 
Nares expedition of 1875. 

Sgt Sean Chappie and CpI Chambers will attempt to reach the 
North Pole in an unsupported expedition early next year by haul¬ 
ing 3001b sledges for 680 miles. 


• A frozen Sgt Sean Chappie 
(above) and (below) hauling 
his sledge over the ice. 


The Marines from 42 Cdo, 
are just back from a seven- 
week work-up in the high 
Arctic where they put them¬ 
selves and their equipment to 
the test in temperatures of 
minus 55 degrees. 

The first week proved to be 
the most demanding with only 
a tew hours of sun a day. 

First, the extreme cold 
caused their tents to shrink, 








making them impossible to 
erect at times. Cookers would 
not start and their hands soon 
became numb. 

After staying close to the 
Innuit settlement of Resolute 
Say, the intrepid duo covered 
70 miles over the Barrow Strait 
and onto Beechy Island, which 
has a chilling Naval history of 
its own. 

In 1845 Sir John Franklin 
launched an expedition in 
search of the Northwest pas¬ 
sage, but he and his crew were 
never seen again. 

Grim discovery 

And in 1850 Sir John Ross 
discovered the first clues to 
fate of the missing men when 
he made the grim discovery of 
three naval graves on Beechy 
Island. 

Despite the painful minus 70 
degree winds, the two modern 
day explorers paid tribute to 
their predecessors who ven¬ 
tured into the region with little 
protection of knowledge of 
what lay ahead. 

The return journey to 
Resolute Bay proved even 
more demanding. The extreme 
cold meant there was little 
glide on the ice and the 
sledges had to be hauled over 
boulders of buckled ice as 
high as 30-ft tall. 

The team have now worked 
out their strategy for 1998 and 
are confident that the Polar 
North T 98 Expedition will be a 
success. Anyone who wishes 
ro make a financial or material 
donation should contact Sg! 
Chappie on 01752 727129. 


SHIPS CRESTS 

© Crown Copyright 

REGRETFULLY DUE TO 
UNFORESEEN 
CIRCUMSTANCES 

ALL ORDERS 
HAVE BEEN DELAYED 

IF YOU HAVE ANY 
QUERIES REGARDING 
OUTSTANDING ORDERS 
PLEASE CONTACT: 

JOHN ON 01705 527646 
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New Releases on Special Offer: 
ACTION STATIONS 

By Frank Gardner, whn joined the 
Navy, March 1939, age 15. Leaving 
HMS St. Vincent he served in HMS 
Kashmir. In March 1941 the Flotilla 
was operating in the Med. The 
Kashmir was sunk off Crete. The 
author joined HMS Jervis and 
records his service during the grim 
naval war. Leading Seaman Gardner 
left Jervis in Nov. 1943 and saw 
action with Combined Ops, on ‘D 
Day T at UTAH Beach. A narrative 
that lives up to its title - ACTION 
STATIONS. The illustrated 
Memoirs of a Small Ship Sailor. 
Price £10.95 plus £1 p&p. 

A Special Offer £9.95 inc p&p UK. 
I5J & M Promotions Dept. M2 
PO Box 966 Swindon 
Wilts SN4 7TN 

New authors invited Id mbdlit iimairitripts, 

(16 Clytft Pypard. Swindon Wills) 


HAVE YOU MISSED US? 

Back copies available from 1980 
Bing Sylvia Newman 

PORTSMOUTH (01705) 725062 
or 826040 

Navy News — The Paper that lives up to its name! 




Star 


For a set of leaflets or a faxed 
or mitten quotation, contact- 

Screen 

Co-op Buildings, Walbottle, Tyne & Wear NE15 9RY 

Tel: TYNESIDE (0191) 229 0226 
Fax: TYNESIDE (0191) 229 0255 

AH minor Credit Cards 


accepted 
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HCks Stove Gifts with a Nautical Flavour ~ ideal for those with a love of sea & ships 



S&o 

it.wv- 


Royal Navy Crown 


CROWN COPYRIGKPWOO 
R^p«>dyC6tf wltfi the permission 
of the Controller of HMSO 





rWu4^ [W& 


Send For our new Free 
catalogue TODAY! 

showing the full range of Gifts now 
available to Navy News readers. 


1. SIMON OF THE AMETHYST - A line sculptured resin reproduction of this 

famous cal. Hand painted. Presentation Boxed. 

£24.99 Irk. Surface Mail A brrtad please add£l 

2. ROYAL NAVY PILL BOX ' A hand-made enamel box in Royal Blue, hinged 

with a 22ci gold-plated bevsd, Royal Navy Crown on I id. 

£42.99 UK. £43.50 Surface Mail Abroad 

j, CRYSTAL CIETWARE ' Tastefully engraved with the Royal Navy Crown and 
presentation boxed, a. Sliced Paperweight £26,55 UK b. Ipt Star Tankard £28.60 UK 
c Water Jug and (Hass £59.23 UK (glass fits neatly into mouLh of Jug to form lid) 

4. DELUXE TRIPLE PEN SET - Each set consists of. * ‘non-dry' rallerball 
* fnun lain peri * twisl action pencil. .09,99 UK £40.75 Surface Mod Abroad 


5. LADIES SCARVES - UX)*^ polyester twill. Hat searf 52 ,f x9". White Ensign on 
Navy blue background running diagonally separated by red/whitc/red stripes. 

£ 12.99 UK. For Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p 

6. JEWELLERY - Royal Naval Crown design is in sterling silver and carries 
the English Hallmark. Presentation Boxed ... Brooch £32.99 UK Tie Slide £27,99 
UK i uff Links £27.99 UK .... Buy Cuff Links & Tic Slide together for special 
price of £55 (UK).... Buy all three items together frir special price of £H5.99 UK 
For surface mail abroad add 59p 

7. CENTS TIES " CLUB White ensigns i/t uniform rows (Polyester) 

LEISURE Cascading White Ensigns on Navy blue background (Silk Polyester) 
£12.25 UK. (Traditional) £0,25 UK (Clip-on) Surface Mail Abroad add 50p 


8. NAVY BLUE SWEATSHIRT WITH EMBROIDERED ENSK.N motif 

Med, Lge, X-Lge £18.95 UK Surface Mail Abroad £19, 70 

WHITE SWEATSHIRT (NOT SHOWN) 1 with ship * flag logo at the front 
SWEATSHIRT - Sml. Med.Lge, X-Lge £0.95 UK Surface Mail Abroad £14.70 
T-SHIRT ~ 22 ■- 32" - £4.50 UK £4M Surface Mail Abroad 
Sml, Med, Lge. X-Lge - £5.25 UK £5.60 Surface Mail Abroad 
XX-Lge - £650 UK £7AM) Surface Mail Abroad 

9, FIVE-PANEL BASEBALL CAP - IIX)% cotton with stiffened peak, back 
size-adjuster. Royal Navy Crown on from. Navy News logo on back. FM.uk/Bluc 

(please specify) 0.75 UK. For Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p 


PLEASE SEND ALL ORDERS TO THE ADDRESS AT BOTTOM OF PAGE 



1/JJKg VWOfWW'j; nil HUY YL/J: by LAHL\ turf A 


Orders to: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, POI 3HH 


Protecting the environment is what the Royal Navy is all about. Its three core capabilities - naval aviation* submarines and 
amphibious forces - are designed to help make the world a safer place to live in. Less well known is the way it cares for the natural 
environment. Some of the Senior Service's estates are among the country’s best-preserved wildlife habitats. Even its bombing 
and firing ranges allow rare species of animal and plant life to flourish* protected as they are from the more dangerous attentions 
of the public... It even has its own birdwatching society. Exhausted migratory birds frequently hitch free rides in HM ships* are 
patiently nursed back to health and sent on their way again. Ail part of the service. The 1998 Navy News Calendar blends images 
of units of the Fleet with others of its companions on the High Seas. And elsewhere. 

PRICE - £6.00 UK . £6.75 Surface Mail Abroad 


Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/]ntcrnational Money Order in £ sterling unci drawn on UK hank. Or for pay ment by 
Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4, Telephone: 01705 826(14(1 F’ax: 01705 830149. PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 
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Property & Miscellaneous 



SAILING SOON? 

We successfully LET and MANAGE properties 
throughout the South with our caring hut 
professional service. Ring today for friendly 
competent advice on all aspects of Letting. 
Telephone Fareham (01329) 234441 
Chichester (01243) 780094 
Woolston (01703) 445899 


Parkinson FkirHe Robertson 


T 




PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 


SPECIALISTS IN THE 
HOMES OF RN PERSONNEL 


A full and comprehensive 
sen/fee which includes 
attention to the smallest detail 

Tracey Macenzie - Michael Talmondl 
TEL 01705 861550 / FAX: 01705 818001 
263, Fawcett Rd, Southsea, Hants. 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chilwell Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


— FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—i 

From own original painting* 



Over 400 available 
Prlnl laminated with canvas texture him 
to resemble an original oil painting 
size 8 m x16* for ffiplu$P&P 
For Hat ptaaso send SAE to: 

SEART 5, THE CHASE, GOSPORT, 
HANTS P012 3TD 


PhotoGrapJi_ 

To 


.Oil Painting 


Capture your Naval Career 
in Oils 

A photograph of yourself in uniform 
or your ship can be transformed into 
a beautiful oil painting. 
Perfect Gift for a loved one. 
Full Details: 

15A, Walliscote Grove Road, 
Wcston-Super-Mare 
Somerset. BS23 4UJ. 

Quote NN for 10% Discount. 


AA FRAMPTON TRADING AS 

WELFARE GARAGE 
HMS NELSON 

A Mechanical ^Bodywork 
★ Electrical * Servicing 
for all types of cars 
Also Computerised Diagnostic 
Tuning etc 
MOTs arranged 
Tel DOCKYARD EXT 24238 
PORTSMOUTH 824802 


SCE HOTLINE 
UK 01367 241225 


SCE 

HOTLINE 

UK 01367 241225 


SCE HOTLINE 
UK 01367 241225 


Executive 

Homes 

Let and manage quality 
houses and flats in and 
around Portsmouth 

Contact us for details 

01705 585577 

Web Site: 

h ttp: //ww w. ex t?c u t iv t> - ho me s .com 


SING 'EM AGAIN! 

55 NAVY SONGS ON THREE CASSETTE TAPES 

riN THE NAVAL SP!RlT”“ROUND THE BUOY” “SALLY FREE AND EASY”) 

SUNG BY THE SONG BO 1 SUN 

CYRIL TAWNEY 

"FULL OF RIPE AND IRONIC HUMOUR, NOSTALGIA AND SADNESS"-* Navy News’. 

Price (tnc. p.&p.l: Hilt) 1 each cassette IUK/BKPO wily tJsewbeir £8L50. per cassette! 

(AD overseas payments in Sterling by IMO or cheque dra wn on a British bank, please) 
Orders and enquiries to NEPTUNE TAPES (NN), 521 Meanwood Road LEEDS. LS6 4AW. 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

GoMWkt Bln* fadgwll ships . £WM 

Framed Wra Badges (5x5) . rtt.ftJ 

MMliGMflM .,. mtW 

Whits Cotton Glows Pair. ..£150 

Navy/Black Berets &ft-8 . £7.00 

Any Association Win Bant Badge. „ „ t £ 4.00 

R.N & Naval Derision Ob.£3155 

Black Clip-on The,,..... .,£ 4M 

RN Buttons; Largo £1.60, Small £ 1.50 

Emfrpiforctf g^rmenffl 


£20.00 


New photo's 
from Old! 


Scratched * Ripped * Faded 


Using a computerised 
process , we can invisibly 
repair your cherished 
photographs without 
damaging your original 
image . 

Repairs from: £19.99 
Enlargements from: £6.00 

Quantont imaging 

Jreepost TK2Q77(no stamp req) 
PQ i$ox. (94, Eghatfi, 

Surrey. 7W208BR 

TEC; PITS* 430607 


RMA/RWFAA/FAA Aun . 

Navy toua 1 /-neck Jumper*: 

RNA/RM/FAAJFAA Attn . 

While Pilot Shirt* 

RNA/RM/RNPSA/FAA/FAA Attn . 

Sweatshirts Navy, Gray, FAA/FAA Assn . 
Screen Printed Sweatohirts-om offs. 


£1200 


. £11.75 
£14*0 


ail hedges . 

Bosuns call 4 Chain . 


£jrttocr shipping line badges 
(made to orderJ. . .. 


Officers Cap Badgaa. 

If^nlirfl ftwAfn K" nrVt r|B 

......£11.00 

rsa no 

Leather Sword Bella. 

Sword Baga . 

..£70.00 

. £30.00 


all prices include PAP 

Dffva.Shew, Qidhamjanc*. 0L23TJ 

Tel/Fax; 01706 646648 
E-mail:- robroy@hneona.nflt 


Dennis 


Computers 


THE BEST SECOND USERS 
COMPUTERS YOU CAN AFFORD 

RING 01705 614774 

DISCOUNT FOR HMS SERVICES 
65 Manor Rond, Fratloo, 
Portsmouth, Hants, POI 5LB 


TIES. BADGES & 


By Mail Order 
SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and custom-made tor dubs, 
Bands, Choirs, etc. 

Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons & 
sundries 

Please send SAE for fists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) MN 
Over Briar, Beach Wall Lana, Edge 
End, Coleford, Glos, GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 




atfrs.” 


PRINTED 

EMBROIDERED 


0800 435 463 


Couchebebe 
POBoxS SWANMORE 
SOUTHAMPTON S0322UW 



Veterans MEDALS 
Available! 


Lost Your 
MEDALS? 


We can replace 
them NOW! 
Full Size & Mins 
Mount For Wearing 

Ribbons A Cap Badges 


for ex-military & civilian 
services; 

MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 
GENERAL SERVICE CROSS 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE MEDAL 
SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL 
BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE MEDAL 

SAE for Brochure/Appiication Forms/Replacement List 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

(Dept NN). NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL8 1DH 
Telephone 017S2 872672 Fax 01752 872723 



ENGRAVING 

Service Available 

GLOSSOP TROPHIES 

[^^Manufacture Pewter Tankards, Trophies, Goblets and 
ir T Hip Flasks 

VV .^Tankards engraved with Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT 

>r SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOGUE 

I TIL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377 

& GL0SS0PS TROPHIES. 85 BROAD STREET, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE 



CAP TALLIES 
ANY SHIP 
— MANY IN STOCK 

For comprehtnjive list pltast sand SAE 

SHIPS BADGES 
SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 
/, MEED COOkT, U7NGWELL GKEEN, BRISTOL 
TEUFAX; Of179 327967 


EMBROIDERED 

BADGES 

Ships crests. 6" 8" 12 ' 
Embroidered Ties, Cummerbunds 
and Cap Tallies. Printed 
T-shirts - made to order 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall ; Road, Gwinear, Hayle, 
Cornwall TR27 5HA. 
Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


Navy News 
Own Products 

If you are not satisfied 
with one of our own 
products sold through 
this paper, simply return 
it to us unused within 
14 days and we will 
replace it free of charge 
or issue a full refund 
(including postage) 

This guarantee does not 
affect your statutory rights. 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Polos, 
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers^ 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


AS PROMOTIONS 

12, Avenue Industrial Estale, 
Justin Road, London, E4 8SU 
Telephone 0181 523 3233 
Fax 0181-531 729B 



PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-built 
waterline presentation model of your 
ship, perhaps long gone but never 
forgotten. Any H.M. vessel or R,F.A, 
from 1920 onwards, in various sizes. 
Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Feldemore* Bacton, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 
Companion of the 
Royal Institution of Naval Architects 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And tots more, alt from one supplier 

No srtworfc <y setting up casts on majority of goods 
Hi^lh quality. competitive prices, pomp! delivery 

BFP0 tax-bee service 
Send for our new price fiat: 

Reynold Sports 

51/52, High Street, Unwin, LN5 BAP 
Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES m 

PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals - full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


MI NIATURE MEDA LS 

Miniature mid full-sized medals. Supplied 
and mounted in ordinary and court-style. 

* Wire blazer badges + Mess kit badges 

* Display cases, medal ribbon, mounting 

burs, ribbon bars, etc. 


Send for comprehensive catalogue to the 
Medal Specialists |26p stamp appreciated). 

MINIATURE MEDALS (NN) 

30 COVENTRY ROAD, 
BURBAGE 

LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 2HP 
Telephone: (01455) 239262 


NAVY NEWS NOTICE TO READERS 

The publishers of Navy News cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of any advertisement or for any losses suffered by any 
readers as a result Reeders are strongly recommended 1o make their own enquiries and seek appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before sending any money or entering Into any legally binding agreement. 


Wentworth 

the Btmmrs 

FORMERLY CORIVO PRODUCTS 


High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more, Engraved with 
Ship’s Crests, Badges and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure, 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

Tankard House, 25 Leadmill Read, Sheffield Si 3JA 

Tel 01H 272 5€76& 0114 275416B fax 0114 272 6651 



WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base Gin x Tin 

£22.80 + £1,40 UK Postage. 
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10. 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 


GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 



HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN 
£22.95 + £1 -30 UK POSTAGE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SFX OR MORE 

UUDCES WIRE OR SILK'ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
rKSCLUB, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE {STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
CAP TALLIES, BLAZER BUTTONS 
Send SAE for quotes and price list 
49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE TEL: (01273) 416138 


HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHIELDS 
Handmade to order 


ajka# 



Bin x 7* fa 


£19,99* inc UK postage 
* add Cl .45 for optional motto/title scroll 
Up to 46% discount with quantity orders 
C*A BEHARRELL 
187, Victoria Avenue, Hull, HUS 3EF 
Wax: 01462 213396 
Please send SAE for Brochure 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE A MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Cotiecton Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2H 71IA 
TEL 0171-930 1979 

FAX 0171-930 1152 


3 DIMENSIONAL BADGES 
Hand Crafted and Painted 



£18.95 inc. UK postage 

Choose from either: 

Shield mounting (5Y4") Framed (5l/2*x5 M > 

NEW CRAFT 
(Formerly KAT Crate} 

Tabtn-Vlne, Conquest Dro ve. 

Fares* Fen, Peterborough, 
Phone/Fax: 01733 898363 


MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

Full size and miniature medals supplied 
and mounted lor wear or display Send 
for a full list of miniature medals, 
emblems, clasps, etc, SAE appreciated 

147-149 Golden Cross Lana, Catshlll 
Bromsgrove, Worcs. 861 0LG 
Telephone 01527 635375 

AccesvVisa welcome 


Classifieds 

01705 724226 


Me ^ ^ ^ 



FLOWERS FROM 

CORNWALL 

Quality flowers 
delivered 1st class 
for any occasion 


J 

Visa/Access, accepted (please 
state expiry date! Cheques/P.O.’s 
payable let Ennis Farm Flowers. 
P.O. Box 16, Si Ives, 
Cornwall, TR26 2BK 


Tel. 01736 754003 


Kingston Micrometer Sextant 

with 6x8,5 Prismic Star Monocle 
as new 01490 413280 
For Sale: five sets RNSC covers 
(120), Tel: 0121 526 4022 
Don’t miss - the 1998 Navy 
News Calendar on sate from the 
end of September 
LOST TOUCH with friends or 
colleagues from your service days? 
We are dedicated to helping you gel 
back in louch. Forces Connect 
Association, 57 Norwich Close, 
Lichfield, Stuffs.WS13 7SJ ( SAE ), 

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons, 
Medals, Cap Budges, Militaria. 
£1.50 for list. Cairncross 
(Dep.NN), 31, Belle Vue SL, 
Filey, N, Yorks Y014 9HU 
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At Your Service 



Over to You 


a Calling Old Shipmates 


Haskell family: Peter Haskell is compiling an 
armed forces history of his family, and has 
discovered that Thomas William Richard 
Henry Haskell dted white serving in HMS 
Warejpile on August 10, 1920, possibly in the 
Black Sea. If anyone has information on 
which station the ship was serving, and 
whether she was in company with other RN 
ships, please contact Peter at 35, Lancing 
Park, Lancing, BN 15 8RF. tel 01903 532536. 

HMS Renown collision: Mr R. Riley was 
the First Lteutenant’s messenger in HMS 
Renown in 1935. and recalls the day when 
his ship collided with HMS Hood off I he 
Iberian peninsula. When repairs were made 
in Gibraltar. Mr Riley says a chunk of Hood's 
armour plating was removed from Renown's 
bows, and was then cut up and mounted as 
souvenirs. He was loo junior to gel one - bul 
does anyone else still have one of these 
items? Contact him at 46, Silver St. Burwell, 


Camfcs CB5 OEF, telefax 01635 741279. 

Roy Walton: Ex-CFO {Gunnery) Roy 
William James Walton, served 1940s-1950s, 
sought by his brother Alan. Any information, 
please ring 01296 747521, 

HMS Richmond: OM Mark Parkin wants 
to hear from anyone who has a picture of the 
cutting of HMS Richmond's commissioning 
cake in Portsmouth in July 1995, Contact him 
in HMS Sutherland, BFPO 398. 

Hards to Action Stations: John Wedge 
is keen to obtain a copy of this anthology, 
com piled by John Winton and published oy 
Bluejacket Press. Contact Mr Wedge at 23. 
Talbot Rd, Carshalton, Surrey SM5 3BP. 

Ex-PO Harry Roberts: Mr C. Laplhorn 
would like to trace his friend Harry, who lived 
in Tottenham, North London, before the war. 
He received a photo taken on a gun deck on 
VE day on the East Indies station, but has 
heard no news since then. Mr Lapthorn is at 


Rosedene. 12, Webb Lane, Hay ling Island, 
Hants POll 9JE, tel 01705 466194. 

HMS Bruce's bell: HMS Bruce register 
seek whereabouts of ship's bell for display 
with Bruce information at the Grail Museum. 
Fite - will accept donation or buy, Ring the 
secretary, Mr A. Morris, on 0121 332 9837. 

Frank (Sniper) Chappel: Keith and 
Sandra's late father. Stoker Frances George 
John Chappel, home town Bridgwater, 
Somerset, served September 1941 to 
October 1949 in HM Sh ips Attack, Ben bow, 
Cicala, Hornet, Protector, Ocean. MTB$340. 
708, 613 and others. Sandra would particu¬ 
larly like to hear from anyone who knew or 
has information about her father, as she was 
brought up in Canada and has only just redis¬ 
covered her English family, Write to 25, 
Redgate St, Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 5BG, 

PGSTD Forster's medal: Mr A, Rampling 
is hoping to return an LS/GC medal belong¬ 
ing to POSTD R.K.W. Forster, sometime of 
HMS Dryad, which was recenlly found minus 
ribbon in Broadstairs, Kent. Contact Mr 
Rampling on 01227 364588. 

Fraser Gunnery Range: M. Hobbs wants 
to trace anyone who was at, or who knows of 
someone who was at, the Fraser Gunnery 
Range. Eastney, Portsmouth in 1962. Write to 
34, Turner Gds, Lockleaze, Bristol BS7 9YD 
or telephone 0117 951 5168. 

Bobby and Sugar: Terry Parker is 
researching an article on Bobby and Sugar, 
the well-known Maltese duo during and alter 
World War II down Valeria and Floriana Guts, 
Any and ail material will be acknowledged. 
Contact Terry at 54c, Cheriton Rd, 
Folkestone, KenfCT20 1DD. 

Soap tin: Patrick Sheehan has an oval 
soap tin with a picture of a sailor on the lid. 
The sailor, in square rig. has a floppy hat with 
an HMS Victory cap tally, and on the tin's 
base is a label with Tom Halsey written on it. 
It anyone lays claim to it, conlact Mr Sheehan 
at St Catherines, East Hendred, Wantage, 
Gxon 0X12 BJT. lei 01235 833243 

HMS Illustrious 1949-51: Author David 
Phillipson seeks recollections, reminiscences 
of any branch, rank or rating. Please write to 
him at Magnolia Gottago, Biggin, Holland 
Ward, Ashbourne 0E6 3FL, All contributions 
acknowledged, postage refunded. 

Tucker family history: Brenda Tucker is 
researching her husband's family history, and 
his grandfather three times removed 
William Tucker wes serving in HMS Royal 
Sovereign in 1812. Can anyone help Brenda 
with drawings or any other information about 
this ship? Contact her at 3. Lostwood Rd, St 
Austell, Cornwall PL25 4JN. 



• Mrs V. Gladman's mother believes the man with the binoculars 
(arrowed) in the picture above t used by BT for a phone card in 
1994, is her iate husband, S/Lt P. Power RNVR, despite the name 
S/Lt J. Parstey being allocated to the imperial War Museum pic¬ 
ture. Can anyone confirm the identity of the man, at an RN 
Beachmasters HQ in Juno Sector near Course!fes in the 8th 
Canadian infantry Brigade’s area of operations on June 19, 1944, 
or help with further information? Contact Mrs Gladman at 16, 
Western Rd, Newhaven, Bast Sussex BN9 9HS. 


Reunions 


SEPTEMBER 

8th Destroyer FIolIIla China Stations 
1947-55 join the reunion at Scarborough on 
September 12-14, Contacl secretary B, 
Askey at 15, Winthorpe Rd. Hessle, Hull 
HU 13 9EX, tel 01482 640328. 

The Association of Wrens is holding a 
reunion at the Royal Festival Hall, London on 
Saturday. September 13 to celebrate their 
77th anniversary in the presence of their 
patron, the Princess Royal. Former members 
of the WRNS, WRNR, OARNNS and women 
in the RN are eligible to apply for tickets to the 
Secretary, Association of Wrens. 8, Hatherley 
St, London SWlP 2YY, marking the envelope 
■Reunion", or ring 0171 932 0111. 

HMS Glory Association reunion al HMS 
Osprey, Portland, is on September 19-21. 
Details from Peter Warde, 91 Drnglederry, 
Olney. Bucks MK46 5EU. tel 01234 711611. 

HMS Woodhrtdge Haven reunion for ail 
ranks, all commissions 1945-63 lo be held at 
Whale island on September 27-28. Further 
information from David Bishop on 01983 
811207, or Steve Conroy on 01903 751035- 

OCTOBER 

Royal Naval Patrol Service annual 
reunion is in the first week of October at Ihe 
wartime base of the Nest in Lowestoft ex 
"Sparrows" should contact the Hon Sec John 


Dunn at the Sparrows Nest, Lowestoft, 
Suffolk NR32 1XG. 

HMS Wizard/HMS Cadiz joint reunion 
revised dates are October 3-4 in Liverpool. All 
commissions, SAE to Tom Fox, Maroheto, 
Church Lano. Meriden, Coventry CV7 7HX, 
101 01676 523296. 

Hove Sea Cadets 55th reunion - all ex- 
cadets and staff invited to attend at Unit HG 
(formerly HMS Sussex) on October 11. 
Contact Lt (SCC) R Reward RNR on 01273 
592091. 

HMS Arethusa Association reunion, 
Gibside Arms Hotel Whickham, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, on October 17-19. Contact Tom 
Sawyer on 0113 262 9531 

HMS Ajax and River Plate Veterans 
Reunion is on October 22-23 at the King 
Charles Hotel. Gillingham. Kent. Further 
details from secretary J. Quaintance, 10, 
George St, Harwich, Essex C012 3ND, tel 
□1255 502007 

HMS Ganges. Classes 201/202 
Communication a 1945-47: The third 
reunion will take place on October 25 at the 
Bear Hotel, Havant, Hampshire. Any new old 
boys out there contact Geoff Bray on 01329 
312060 or Chris Walklett on 01705 594431. 

545 Malaya Association reunion in 
Weston-super-Mare is on October 25. 
Seeking all ranks of 84$ Naval Air Squadron 
1952 to December 1956 commission. 


Contact Los Smith, Oakdale, Church Lane, 
Ashford Carbonell. Ludlow SYB 4BX, tel 
01584 531397, 

HMS Bruce reunion will be at the 
Ambassador Hotel In Scarborough on 
October 26-28. It would be greatly appreciat¬ 
ed if more instructors could attend to back up 
Kirk and Rowbotham - come and see how 
our boys are making their way in Ihe world, 
albeit they are now all in their 80s. Details 
from secretary Arthur Morris, 101, Doidge 
Rd. Erdington, Birmingham B23 75Q, tel 
0121 382 9537. 

HMS Cleopatra 1982-84 3L 

Communicators Mess are having a reunion on 
Friday October 31 in Guzz. Could the following 
contact Chris Sanders at 46 Undisfarne Rd, 
Dagenham, Essex RM8 2QX, tel 0181 590 
5444: Adrian Fisher, Steve Hetfernan, Nell 
Jackson, Paul Cox and Mo Morrison. 

NOVEMBER 

Submarine Old Comrades Association: 

Due lo unforeseen circumstances HMS 
President (1910) is not available for the 
SOCA London Branch dinner and it will now 
take place on boardTS Queen Mary beneath 
Waterloo Bridge on November 1 Tickets at 
£20 from secretary Alec Wingrave. 58, 
Tintern Rd, Garshafton, Surrey SM5 1QQ. 

HM Ships Hoc I a. Venomous and Marne 
(1942): the seventh annual memorial service 
and reunion of survivors, rescuers, relatives 
and associates will be held on November 7- 
10 at Solihull, New contacts welcome, Full 
details from Harry Gliffo, Oaktree Cottage. 
Post Office Lane, Norley, Warrington WAS 
8JJ, tel 01928 760181. 

HMS Trafalgar Assoclatlon holds its 
ninth annual reunion on Saturday November 
15 in Portsmouth. All enquiries to Albert 
Senior, Hill Farm. Castle Acre Rd, Gt 
Dunham, Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE32 2LP. tele¬ 
phone 01760 755094. 

The Escort Groups Association will be 
holding their third reunion at the Jarvis 
International Hotel, The Square.. Solihull, 
Birmingham. A three-nighl package starting 
Friday November 21 will cost £115 per per¬ 
son, DB&B. Day rale is £45.95. ft you sailed 
in Captain-class frigates/destroyer escort 
vessels, join in Ihe 1997 get-together - con¬ 
tact Harry Rawson on 01460 234553. 

The Association of Wrens Ipswich and 
District branch is holding a 50th anniversary 
lunch at Felixstowe on November 24. Contact 
Mrs Sonia Worrall al 41, Western Ave, 
Felixstowe IP11 9SL. 

Fast Minelayers Association S.E. 
Branch will hold a meeting at the RBLC, 
Braganza Rd, Kennington, London, on 
Wednesday November 26 at midday. All 
enquiries to Ray Moore, 59, Walling Rd, 
Norwich NR7 9TG. tel 01603 437652. 

EW Branch reunion for all serving and 9* 
£EW) Branch senior rates/'SD(EW) officers 
will be held on November 29 at HMS Dryad. 
South wick, nr Portsmouth. Contact CPO{EW} 
Wallace al HMS Dryad. EW Section, Lewin 
Building, Southwick, Fareham, Hants PQ17 
6EJ, tef 01705 284517 

December 

The River Plate Veterans Association is 

holding a reunion at the Astor Hotel, Elliot St, 
The Hoe, Plymouth on December 13- For fur¬ 
ther details, send an SAE to P Northcott 17. 
Cedar Way. Penarth, Glamorgan GF64 3NL. 

1998 

Area No 3 Royal Naval Association wifi 
be holding a reunion at the Trecarn Hotel, 
Babbacomba, Torquay on the weekend Of 
March 6-8. Further information and booking 
forms from Brian Hall, at 39, Hi Ilf laid Rd, 
Selsey, Chichester, West Sussex P02D 0LB, 
tal 01243 604273. 

Z-Class Destroyers Association is hold¬ 
ing its fourth reunion at the Royal Sailors 
Home Club, Portsmouth, from May 11-14. 
For full details and joining form, send an SAE 
to Steve Baker, 2. Braniwood Rd, Bridgwater 
TA6 7FS. tel 01270 451410. 



^ U-NEED-US 

For a large selection of Bunting, Pennants, Flags and 
Balloons, Fancy Dress Props and Accessories, Hats, Masks and 
Make up. Cloak Room and Tombola Tickets and Fundraisers, 
Fuff price list available , 8FPO Orders Welcome 
30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth, PQ1 1NW 
^ Phone: 01705 823013, Fax: 01705 736943 f 


X 



Established in Portsmouth over 7Q years ago 


THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO, the Officers' Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to all Serving and 
Retired Commissioned Officers of the RN, RM. WRNS, QARNNS and their 
Reserve*. 

Formed in 1925, ARNO's primary purpose is to assist Members including 
Honorary Members (the widows of former members) with grants; and bursaries 
front the proceeds of its assets which exceed £2 million, wherever there is a need. 

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed ihe annual 
subscription (£1(1 per annum or £156 for Life) and include: * Automobile 
Association Meiuht-rship at less than half price ill many cases * House Purchase 
Generous cash payments wilh mortgage and with Life Assurance, and competitive 
conveyancing costs. * Legal, Financial and Medical Consultations a! free or 
favourable rates * Trade Discounts in a wide range of services including insur¬ 
ance, travel. hotels, clothing and hirewear, car hire, medical .jewellery and many 
more. A List of Members and a high quality interesting colour Year B«jok are 
issued, and ARNO organises 1 Regional Social Functions and Group Holidays * 
A list of members worldwide who would like to exchange homes fur holidays * 
Mail redirection * Swords and uniform items for safe * an ARNO credit card, 
_Fj>r mtm.btrshij] uimplication fornv, j>|ruse^ rt>mj>lc1 f Itir ffl Ilowiilgj 

To: Lr Cdr 1 M P Coombes RN. ARNO, 70 PokCHBSTEk Tce, London W2 3TP 
Please send cue details and ;s membership application form: 






HMS Tranquil: Mr E. Bunyan would like to 
gel in touch with survivors from HMS 
Tranquil, a minesweeper which sank on June 
16, 1942 brother Jim Bunyan served in the 
ship. Write to 41, Landermere, Basildon. 
Essex SSl 4 2DL. 

Harplng Party. Mr T, Treadwell recalls an 
entertainment at the Naval Association near 
Prtt St playing field, when a Chief Gunnery 
Instructor gave a version of Harping Party. 
He was known to have made a record of it 
does anyone recall the ditty or the CGI ren¬ 
dering if. He also did foe Church Organ Drill. 
Conlact Mr Treadwell at 31, Clyde Rd, 
Gosport P012 3DN, tel 01705 521504, 
Crow's Nest: The President of the 
Artifacts Association. Doug Tilley, is gather¬ 
ing stories about St John r s, Newfoundland, 
during the last war. He would like to hear from 
anyone who could supplement the col lection 
about the Crow's Nest, a wartime officers' 
club, and any interesting stories about the 
city from service personnel. Contact Doug at 
8, Fermeuse St, St John's NF A1E 2N4. 

HMS Cossack: Anyone aboard In 1941 
who knew of Alfred Alexander Lowe, stoker, 
killed October 23 19417 He was awarded the 
DSM. Any information or photos, please con¬ 
tact Mrs Ollivier, 26, Thistledown, Panfield, 
Essex CM7 5AB. tel 01376 324328, 

Maltese bases: HMS Euroclydon (transit 
barracks. Verdala) and HMS Gregarly 
(coastal forces base) 1944-46. drafting office. 
Shipmates and Wrens serving ex St Angelo 
please contact ex-CPO coxswain John 
Wheeler on 01329 663365, 

HMS Tiger: Rob Evans is keen to talk to 
anyone who served: In HMS Tiger during the 
1970s, for historical research. Ring Rod on 
0181 980 2455. 

Wartime QAHNNS: Eric Taylor is writing a 
sequel to the book Frontline Nurse, pub¬ 
lished eariy this year. He would like to contact 
members of ihe Queen Alexandra's Royal 
Naval Nursing Service, to gather experiences 
exciting, humorous, romantic, and day-to- 
day routine. Contact Eric on 01904 425029, 
or at 21, High Oaks. York YD3 OLB, 

HMS Amethyst book: Has anyone got a 
copy of the book presented to each craw 
member of HMS Amethyst covering the peri¬ 
od 1950-52. marking the completion of her 
Far East commission before paying off at 
□evonport? Ex-AB Gtyn Roberts has lost his 
copy. Contact him at 13, Presley Wood Rd, 
Rudfoe. Corsham, Wilts SN13 0LR, 

Destroyer tunnel markings: Mr R. 
Groves is doing reseacrh for a book on Naval 
camouflage during World War ll, which will 
include a section on destroyer flotilla mark¬ 
ings. Mr Groves would like information on the 
coloured bands used by the following 
destroyer flotillas; 10th, 12th, 14th. 151h, 
16th, 10th, 20lh, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th 
and 271h. All replies acknowledged. Write to 
Nm at Battramsley House, Southampton Rd, 
Bokjre, Lymington SQ41 6ND, 

PO Ronald Sneath: Barbara Coleman is 
seeking shipmates and friends of her brother 
PO RonaW Ernest Sneath, who died when 
HMS Culver was sunk In January 1942, He is 
also known to have served on HMS Coventry, 
HMS Renown and possibly HMS Dauntless, 
and to have trained at HMS Ganges in the 
1920 b, Contact Barbara at 10, Regnum 
Court, North Walls, Chichester PQ19 1BZ. 

HMS Thorough: Ex-AB Ray Scott, of 30, 
Gatesgarth Close, Bakers Mead Estate, 
Hartlepool, Co Durham, TS24 8RB, has 
received word that the submarine Thorough 
has been added to the list of ships to qualify 
for the Naval General Service Medal with 
clasp Malaya. 

Enigma: Wanted In connection with a 
filmfoook about Enigma, the German code - 
divers and naval officers/seamen who found 
secret Enigma documents in sunk or cap¬ 
tured German ships/U-boats during World 
War II. Contact Hugh Sebag-Monteftere on 
0171 267 5533 or 0171 284 0016 


Where Is Dave McCracken? Clare 
Steele is hoping to trace an old friend who 
worked at North wood NATO HQ at the 
same time as she did, Clare Is an ex-Wren 
radio operator in the computer room, and 
Dave, an AB(TS) submariner nick-named 
Paddy, was working in CTF 345. He served 1 
in Cyprus, and at one point was on the 
Portland Dockyard main gate. Contact 
Clare at 9. Siskin Court, Morley, Leeds, 
West Yorkshire LS27 8TY, tef Of 13 252 
3367 (home) or 0113 214 8777 (work), 

HMS Unicom Association is seeking 
G.R. Smith, Milton Pearson, Bill Ridley, 
Lofty Venn, Mike Bubble, P.C. Heeiey, 
Daniel Christie. S,D. Will lams, J, Kee, 
Desmond Shelley and Keith, Phone 0115 
955 9945 or 01442 255821, 

HMS Kate: Arthur {Lew) Ayres would 
like to hear from any old wartime shipmates 
of this River-class frigate, K241. Contact 
him at 44, Tring Gdns, Harold Hill, Romford. 
Essex RM3 9ER 

Lt Cdr Hitchcock; Fa I Hands 1962 sub¬ 
mariner Lt Cdr D.J, Hitchcock RNR would 
like to hear from old crewmates. Contact 
him at 28a, Crescent Rd, Oxford 0X4 2PB, 
tel 01865 776815. 

Graham Perkins: Mr K. B ha ska ran 
Pillai is hoping to trace a dear friend who 
was in the Navy in the 1960s. Graham 
Perkins, service number 982006, was dis¬ 
charged on September 25, 1969. Contact 
Mr Pillai at RRff4, 1124 Reed Rd, Gibsons, 
British Columbia, VON 1V0. Canada, tel 
604 886 9440 

Don Webber is searching for two old 
shipmates, Don, who served in the RN from 
February 1946 to February 1948, would 
like to hear from Leading STQ Much 
Frederick Daniels, who hailed from 
Norwich, and WWTH Elizabeth May Ella 
from Preston, Contact Don at 75, Berkshire 
Drive, New Germany 3610, KwazuJu, 
Natal, RSA, tel 031 705 1 346. 

HMS Sea Eagle 1963-65, stares 
branch: Brian {Dinger) Bell would like to 
hear from George Gibson. Tel 01960 
382139, 

Daphne Miles and Paddy Thompson: 

Anyone from HMS Sanderiing {1949 and 
1953), Thesues (Korea) and Perseus 
(American station) who remembers Wren 
Daphne Miles and PO Paddy Thompson 
car have a drink with them in Leamington 
Spa RN Club on October 10 and 11 at the 
Theseus reunion, Tel Q1640 42201 or 
01646 43037. 

Communications Warrant Officers: It 

is intended to hold a millennium reunion of 
Communications Warrant Officers past and 
present in the WO/SRs' Mess, HMS 
Gollingwood. If you are or were a member 
of the Communications Branch - G. T, W or 
S, or a member of the CT Branch who 
joined the Service as a Communicator and 
would wish to celebrate, gel in touch with 
one of the following: WO(RS) Ian Slirton 
Smith (01923 646925 or 01705 508328) , 
WQfCY) Paul Saynor (01329 
332644/332755), WO(CY) Dick Cooksley 
(01329 332774/332644), or WO(CY) 
George Foster, chairman of the RNGCA 
(01730 824299. E-mail: bunting @ interal- 
pha.co.uk. 


HMS Diamond: Last commission 1967 
- would any old shipmates please contact 
Ray “Legs 1 ' Shipley on Q1634 301872 in 
connection with a planned reunion. 

HMS Sole bay: Nobby Clarke (Scribes) 
would like to hear from anyone from the last 
commission (1960-62, Captain (D) istDS) 
with regards a possible reunion. Contact 
Malcolm Clarke, 53 Montague Court, 
Kingsdown, Bristol BS1 5DE, E-mail 
mdda/ke@compuserve. com. 

HMS Flskerton 1953-68: Fisk would 
have reached the big Four 0 in June 1998, 
and it is proposed to celebrate the occasion 
at the 1998 Ton-class reunion at 
Babbacombe, Devon. Old hands of all com¬ 
missions interested should contact Ray 
West at Sea Glimpse, 83, Witton Wood Rd, 
Frinton-on-Sea, Essex C013 9LD r tel 
01255 850408. 

Bungy Edwards: Does anyone 
remember LRO(T) Edwards, who was 
medically discharged from HMS Mercury 
in November 1990 and who had previous¬ 
ly served in HMS Plymouth? His daugh¬ 
ter, Kerrie Elvidge, is organising a sur¬ 
prise 40th birthday party for him in 
November - contact her on 01482 444857 
as soon as possible 

James M Mec M McMahon: Ex-Steward 
Dixie Dean is keen to trace his old ship¬ 
mate STD Mac McMahon, who served in 
HMS Eagle 1952-54 and who now lives in 
the Plymouth area. Contact Dixie at 64, 
Huntigdon Rd, Dp wood, Huntingdon, 
Cambs PEI 7 1QQ, tel 01487 711203. 

23rd French MT6 Flotilla Dartmouth, 
Brest, 1943-45: Jack Bennett, ex-MTB 98, 
seeks ex-RN telegraphists who served with 
the flotilla, also Wren Connie Wright. Tel 
01323 890528, Or write to 48, Hurd is Rd, 
Seaford, East Sussex 8N25 2SS. 

HMS Ganges/Leander 1965-75: John 
Charnick would like to hear from anyone 
who knew him at Ganges, at Portsmouth or 
in HMS Leander between 1965 and 1975. 
He was also known as Cherokee Charnick, 
Joe or Chaz, Write to him at 198, 
Ashburton Ave, Seven Kings, Ilford, Essex 
iG3 9EN, or telephone 0181 597 5457. 

John Wheeler, ex CPO Coxswain 
coastal forces, Malta, would like to contact 
Master-at'Arms John Parnham, RPO 
Micky Dunn, Wrens Olive MacDonald, 
Georgina Rickerby, and any staff serving ex 
St Angelo attached to HMS Euroclydon 
(Verdela barracks) or HMS Gregarly 
(coastal forces base), Malta. Telephone 
01329 663365. 

CRA John {Beardemore) Hyde: 

Can anyone put Lt Peter (Percy) Smith 
RNR in touch with John, who served in 
the Portsmouth Command area in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s. Contact 
Peter at Castledykes Schoolhouse, St 
Mary's Wynd. Kirkcudbright. Dumfries 
DG6 4JT. 

World War I Wrens: Any Wrens who 
joined up during World War I are asked to 
contact the editorial staff at Navy News to 
help with the preparation of forthcoming 
features. Any photographs would also be 
useful. Contact the editorial team on 01705 
294228, or write to The Editor, Navy News , 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PQ1 3HH. 
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• A Nimrod t showing the sleek tines of the Hawker fighter stable in the 1930s. 


Hawker Nimrod 


THE NIMROD was one of a series of 
Hawker designs which in the mkM930s 
produced the sleekest and most pleasing 
lines of any biplane combat aircraft. 

incorporating many of the features of 
Hawker's wartime Hurricane fighter, the 
Nimrod was the naval equivalent of the RAF T s 
Fury and the single-seat version of the Osprey 
(the naval Hart) which served alongside 
Nlmrods in FAA service. 

The first prototype flew in 1930, and the first 
of 56 Nimrod Is entered service with the FAA in 
1932, replacing the Fa trey Flycatcher. 

Early Nimrods had no arrester gear, this 
being fitted as standard on the Nimrod il which 
also introduced slightly swept-back wings and 
larger tail areas. Thirty Mk 11$ were built and 
first entered service in 1935. 

Nimrods served with Fighter Flights 402,408 


and 409, and Naval Air Squadrons 800,801, and 
802. They were also available as floatplanes. 
Nimrods were still serving with 802 Squadron 
In HMS Glorious as late as May 1939, but all 
had been withdrawn from front-line service by 
the time war was declared, being replaced by 
Blackburn Skuas and Gloster Sea Gladiators. 

The Hawker Nimrod, like the later Hurricane 
monoplane, was of all-metal structure with 
metal and fabric covering, it was powered by a 
590hp Kestrel IIS engine which gave a top 
speed of 195mph at 14,000ft, a climb rate of 
1,640ft a minute, an endurance of just over an 
hour and a half, and a service celling of 
26,000ft. 

Nimrods were armed with two fuselage- 
mounted machine guns and could carry four 
201b bombs below the wings. 
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Australian 
veterans’ 
service 
hosted 
by carrier 

OVER 200 World War II 
Naval veterans gathered 
In the hangar of HMS 
Illustrious for a service 
of remembrance and 
dedication during the air¬ 
craft carrier's visit to 
Fremantle. 

The ship, at the farthest 
reach of the Ocean Wave 
deploymenl which she led, wel¬ 
comed on board representa¬ 
tives of all RNA and RMA 
branches in Western Australia, 
as well as members of the 
Arctic Convoys Veterans for 
the dedication of their new 
banner 

The Lesson was read by Rear 
Admiral Philip Kennedy RAN, and 
Laurence Bmyon's words were 
spoken by the chairman of Perth 
branch of the RNA, Shipmate Ivan 
Hunter. 

Music for the service, on 
Sunday, July 20, was provided by 
Illustrious's volunteer band under 
the direction of Band C/Sgt Nick 
Grace RM, After the blessing, 
CPO Paddy Grayed played the 
pipe lament Black Isle. 

Among presentations was that 
of a White Ensign from the flag¬ 
ship to the newly formed Marmion 
branch of the RNA. 

Earlier this summer ten mem- 
bers of Fremantle RNA branch 
attended the 100th anniversary cel¬ 
ebrations of the Admiral Scheer 
(Duisburg) branch of the German 
naval association, following the 
signing four years ago of a friend¬ 
ship pact between the branches. 

During their eight-day stay, the 
visitors took sightseeing trips and 


• With their banners on dis¬ 
play Australian veterans gath¬ 
er in HMS Illustrious at 
Fremantle. 

attended social events. Highlight 
was a wreath-laying ceremony at 
the Marine Memorial at Laboe, 
near Kiel, where wreaths were laid 
by Shipmates Derek Ramsdale and 
David Wiseman. 

Bromsgrove 

Though far from the sea, the 
branch is flourishing and will cele¬ 
brate its 40th birthday this month 
with an encouraging increase in 
membership. 

As guests of Dartmouth branch, 
50 members from Bromsgrove cel¬ 
ebrated by descending on 
Devonport to tour the dockyard 
and museum. The following month 
the branch organised a river cruise 
and barbecue at Stourport-on- 
Severn, 

Members also entertained veter¬ 
ans of HMS Croome, the destroyer 
adopted by the town during 
Warship Week in 1942. 

To crown a happy year, the 
branch honoured its longest serv¬ 
ing members - Shipmates Derek 
Harrison, Jim Burton and Richard 
Boulton - with life membership, 

Southampton 

A picture of the city’s Naval 
hero, LS Jack Mantle VC, will be 
unveiled by the Mayor at a cere¬ 


mony hosted by the branch at the 
Seafarer’s Centre on September 
14. Thirty members of the ship’s 
company of HMS Southampton 
are also expected to be present. 

Jack Mantle won the only Naval 
Victoria Cross awarded for gal¬ 
lantry in the UK itself, after being 
killed in action when Stukas 
attacked his ship, the merchant 
cruiser HMS Foylebank, in 
Portland harbour during the Battle 
of Britain, 

Now the branch is trying to find 


Branch 

News 


a picture of the Foylebank for dis¬ 
play. Anyone who can help is asked 
to contact Shipmate D. C, Dowle 
on 01703 781134, 

The branch's Trafalgar dinner 
will be held on board ss Shieldhall 
on October 18. 

Eastbourne 

Celebration on the same day of 
the golden jubilee of the RNA 
branch and the diamond jubilee of 
the town's RN Old Comrades 
Association was marked by rededi¬ 
cation of the RNA branch stan¬ 
dard and dedication of the 
RNOCA standard, 

The Rev Phillip Ford ham offici¬ 


ated at the service at Christ 
Church, Seaside, and at the parade 
that followed 25 standards, includ¬ 
ing that of No.2 Area, were dis- 
ed. 

he salute was taken hy the 
Mayor before all retired for “Up 
Spirits" and a buffet meal provided 
in the clubhouse by the ladies. 

Cheshunt 

Shipmate Ron Joy, who re¬ 
formed the branch nine years ago 
is retiring as chairman through ill- 
health. His successor is Shipmate 
Norman Surridge, 

In recognition of Roy's work for 
the 100-strong branch he was pre¬ 
sented with an engraved gold wrist- 
watch. 

Letters of congratulation from 
the Queen have been received by 
Shipmates Joe Wright and Charlie 
Jeacock and their wives to mark 
their golden wedding anniver¬ 
saries. 

No.6 Area 

At the quarterly meeting hosted 
by Bletchley branch, Shipmate 
Nobby Clarke was elected presi¬ 
dent and Shipmate Les Gascoyne, 
secretary, succeeding the late 

Scots win 

SCOTTISH Area has won 
the coveted Sword of 
Honour - the Association's 


Deaths 


m Continued from P30 , 

H. Ridosdafe, chairman Doncaster. 
Served in minesw&epers. Aged 73. 

William {Sill) Wai# f associated member 
Sawston. Ex-MN. June 23, aged 72, 

Henry Edward Phillips. Carshatton. Ex- 
ERA, June 16, aged 35. 

John McMaakln, Basildon, June IB. 
John Ross, Basildon, June 24, 

Michael Warr, former standard bearer 
Weston-super-Mare. Ex-MAA. Last ship 
HMS Hecla. July 13. aged 51. 

Malcolm Peers, treasurer Deeside, for¬ 
mer member Capenhursl. Served in HMS 
Vanguard. July 1 

Lawrence Dennis (Danny) Lea, 

Cambridge. Served 1934-47. Member HMS 
Hood Association. July 3, aged 80 

Samuel Thompson Ferguson. Nun¬ 
eaton, July 7, aged 69 

Dick Charnock. Royal Tunbridge Wells. 
Ex-CERA submariner. Served in HMS Tally 
Ho, June 21. 

Terence Charles Caines, High 
Wycombe. Town Crier, 

Charles Richard Powers. Lone Ships: 
Maidstone, Concord, Sheffield, Vigo r 
Nelson June, aged 65. 

W. H. fBHty) Lewis, Stoke-on-Trent. July 

15, aged 74, 

Lewis (Mickey) Gumming, founder 
member Southern Ontario Ex-PO Sto., 
served 1934-56. Ships: Orion, Sussex. 
London, Whirlwind, Manxman, Bulldog July 

16, aged 81. 

Rev. Harry Chappell DSC, chaplain 
Leominster. May 29, aged 87 

Cyril Holland, life member and former 
chairman Stone & District. Ex-RM, served 
1942-46 

Alfred Henry Webb, founder member 
and life member Bishop's Slortford. MID. 
Member of RNR and RNVR Old Hands 
Association, HMS Cairo Old Hands 
Associalion, George Cross Island 
Association, 

J, W, (Joe) Sylvester, founder member 
Sleaford. Ex-Sta, served 1943-46. Ships: 
Newark, Clinton Member of Algerines 
Association. July 15, aged 73, 

Cyril Able, president and life member 
Wiilesden. July 2B, aged 79. 

Vernon W. (Bert) DaMey. Old Ctee. 
Served 1046-54. Ships: ExcaliJxir, Mauritius, 
Birmingham, Sirius, Diadem, Verulam. May 
31, aged 68. 


Shipmates John. Stone and Ken 
Mafsden respectively. 

Results of the standard bearers 
competition: No,6 Area bearer - 
Shipmate D, Corrigan (Bletchley), 
deputy bearers - Shipmates G. 
Roberts (Peterborough) and M. 
Goodenough (Herts.), novice win¬ 
ner - Shipmate Wheeler (Herts.), 
open competition - Shipmate C. 
Durban (Bromley! with Shipmate 
R. Smith (Reigate) runner-up. 

Brereton 

A brass plaque on hardwood to 
celebrate the Royal Commission of 
HMY Britannia is available from 
Shipmate Harry James, 23 Little 
Oats Road, Aston, Birmingham 
B6 6JY (0121 327 2479) at a cost of 
£16, £3 of which will be divided 
between the RNA and Royal Naval 
Benevolent Thist. Cheques 
payable to RN2000, 

Gosport 

In recognition of his long service 
as treasurer, standard bearer and 
recruiting officer, Shipmate Harry 
Bates has received life member¬ 
ship. It was presented by branch 
president, Vice Admiral Sir Ian 
McIntosh. 

top award 

top recruiting award. 

it was presented at the 
Association's Conference In 
Belfast by RNA President, Vice 
Admiral Sir Roy Newman, 

He also presented the Briggs 
Dirk to Gosport branch, the 
Briggs Rose Bowl to 
Aideburgh, and the Tasker Bowl 
to No.5 Area, 

New South Wales and 
Torrevieja (Spain) branches 
received certificates. 


Surrender 

poster is 

found in 

Swindon 

A POSTER-SIZED diagram 
showing the positions of the 
British and German ships at 
the surrender of the High Seas 
Fleet at Scapa Flow is arous¬ 
ing interest at Swindon RNA 
Club. 

The diagram represents the 
events of November 21, 1918 and 
is titled Der Tag (The Day). It is a 
photocopy of an original print 
owned by Mr Bob Myers and pre¬ 
sented to his grandfather, Harold 
Russell, in 1919. 

It is signed by Lt Curzon Howe 
who served in HM ships Repulse 
and Furious during the 1914-18 
war. 

Precise details 

The document was designed by 
Samuel A. Brooks RN and 
Clarence H. Burd and gives pre¬ 
cise details of the prevailing 
weather conditions at the time of 
the surrender of the German fleet, 
as well as the positions, courses 
and speeds of the ships, 

Swindon branch is keen to know 
about any other such prints. The 
secretary, Mrs F, E. Fowler, can be 
contacted at Swindon RNA Club 
Ltd, 28 Harding Street, Swindon 
SN1 5BZ. 

■ Swindon's novice canoeists 
Shipmates Tug Wilson and Chris 
Hedges trained for three months 
to complete the 125-mile journey 
from Lech lade to Ted di net on 
Lock to raise funds for the Paul 
Wilson Appeal Fund, which has 
reached £7,150, as reported tn our 
August edition. 

Paul received paralysing inj¬ 
uries when as a member of the RN 
Mast Manning Team he fell 20ft 
from a rope while descending 
from the mast. 



Framed Photographs 
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FREE BROCHURE 

Wright & Logan FST }Q?4 
2D, Queen Street, Portsmoulti. P013HL 
TEL: 01705 829555 / FAX. 0170S 661594 



PICTURE PUZZLE 


WINNER of the Navy 
News Picture Puzzle com- MYSTERY PICTURE 31 

petition in our July issue 

is Mr. L. C. Rudge of Name...------.-- 

Paignton, Devon. 

He identified the World War _ . . b 

I battleship HMS Monarch, Afldress . 

and correctly answered that 
she was one of a class whose 

13.5ln guns made them the .—.. 

first of the so-called 'super 
dreadnoughts.' 

Mr Rudge’s reply was cho- M V answer...... 

sen at random, and he 
receives our cash prize of 

£25, We offer a further prize ........ 

for a correct solution to this 
month's puzzle. Give the two 

names this ship held during _ , r . . , 

ho . -JTi Coupons giving correct answers else In your envelops: no corresport- 

ner career and explain her „ 0 jnto a to agtabiiBh a (fence can be entered Into and no entry 

non-grey livery. single Winner. Closing date for entries returned. The winner will be announced 

Complete the coupon and send It to is October 15. More than one entry can In our November edition. The com pet I- 

Mystery Picture, Navy News, HMS be submitted, but photocopies cannot Mon Is not open to Navy News employ- 

Netaon, Portsmouth POl 3HH. be accepted. Do not Include anything ees or their families. 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


Pail 10...E.INDIES/BRITISH PACIFIC FLEETS (1st Phase) 

Trinco, Sydney, Manus, Sakishima etc. Making maximum use of ail surviving RN 
archive film this first of two projected videos is the most definitive story possible 
in camera form. All other episodes still available. Part 9 Op.Neptune (D-Day 


period) 

Waters 


(action 

down to and inci Part 1 Battleships 
post paid. Elsewhere add £3.05. Fo 


where add £3.05. For multiple orders large discount available. 
Full details of this & alt programmes send SAE. 


N.V.T.C, BECK HOUSE, ESCRICK, N.YORKS Y04 6JH (01904) 728239 


HAS YOUR SERVICE 
BEEN RECOGNISED? 

COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS FOR: 

• COMBATANT SERVICE 

• SEA SERVICE 

• AVIATION SERVICE 
• ARMY SERVICE 

• FOREIGN SERVICE 
•VOLUNTEER SERVICE 

• NATIONAL DEFENCE 


For Information send a STAMPED self addressed 3*4* x business envelope to; 
Service Commeninratives - P,0. Box 4, Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10.3ZT 
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Promotions to Chief 


ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER 

AUTHORITY was issu&d by Commodore 
Nava! Drafting in August for Ihe following to 
be advanced to Acting Charge Chief Artificer; 

To ACCEWA: A M Donakison (CWTA 
Portsmouth). 

To ACCAEA: K.D. Woolfe (RNAS 

Portland), I .A. Robed (848 Sqn Heron). 

To ACCCT: D.A. Brown (JSSU OaklayJ. 
To ACCMT: M-D, Webb (RH Haslar), 


Appointments 


Commodore J. M. BurneM- 
Nugent to be CO HMS Invincible. 
Dec. 4, 

Capt FL A. Q. Clare to be 

Commodore BRNC Dartmouth, 
Jan. 6. 

Capt N. H. L, Harris to be 

Captain, Second Submarine 
Squadron. Oct, 17 

Cdr J. R. M. Prime to be CO 

HMS Dolphin. Sept. 17. 

Lt Cdr FL C. Stenhouse to be 
QIC Cambridge University RN 
Unit, and CO HMS Loyal 
Watcher. Dec 2. 


Points 


THE FOLLOWING list shows the total points 
of ratings at the top Ol each advancement 
roster for petty officer and leading rales at 
August 

Intermediaries (Irrt) indicates that person¬ 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
to receive merit points or before the rosier 
can be adjusted to tahe account of them. This 
means that personnel are advanced in “basic 
date" order. Oates shown against “Inf rosters 
are the basic dates of the top eligible person¬ 
nel. 

The number following the points (or basic 
date) is the number advanced in August. 
CCMEAML ■ Int (13,1.97), Nil; CC- 
--1ALSM- " 


MEAEL Dry, Nil; CCMEAML 


Dry, Nil; 


Dry, IS 

CCMEAELSM Dry, Nil; GCWiAADC Dry, 
Nil; CCWEAWDO Int (18 4.97), Nil; 
CCWEAADCSM - Int (18,7,97), Nil; 
CCWEAWDOSM - Int (18 7 97), Nil; 
CCAEAM 201 (1.1.95), 2; CCAEAft 302 

(1.9.93) , Nil; CCAEAWL 365 {1.9.92), Nil 
P0(EW){0) - 337 (13.7.93), 2; LS(EW) 

130 (14.2.98). Nil; PO(M) 112 (14.2.95), 5; 
L$(M) Int (12.9.95). 4; PO(R) - 433 
(13.10.92), 3; LS(R) - 261 (13.7.93), Nil; 
PO(S) Int (14.2.95). Nil; LS{S) 415 

(15.2.93) . Nil; P0(0) 644 (6.12.91). Nil; 
L$(D> 704 (28.9.90), Nil; PQ(MW)(Q) Int 
(13.2.96), Nil; LS(MW) 487 (10,3.92), Nil; 
PO(SR) 514 (13.10 92). Nil; LS(SR) 201 

(15.6.93) ,Nil; PO(SEA) 571 (14 1.92). 2. 
POCY 469 (13 10.92). 4; LROfT) 427 

{13 10.92), Nil; PORS 569 ( 24.9.91), Nil; 
LRO(G) ■ 414 (19.12 92), Nil; POCO 103 
(11.10.94). Nil; LRO -479 (23.6.92), Nil, See 
last paragraph; POPT - 482 (13.10.92), Nil; 
RPO 573 (10 3,92} Nil; POMEM(L)(G5} 
Dry. Nil; LMEM(L)(GS) ■ Int (10.4,97), 7; 
POMEM(M)(GS) 535 (25.3.92), 1; 

LMEM(M)(GS) 309 (7 10 93), 15; 

POWEM(G) 263 (16,2.94), Nil; LWEM(O) 


CHIEF PETTY OFFICER 

Authority was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in August for the following to 
be promoted to Chief Petty Officer; 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN GROUP) 

To CFO (Mb W.M Stevenson 
(Cambridge). J.P. Flanagan (Dryad), P,A. 
Tomkins (Dryad). 

Td CPO(R): LR Smith (Gloucester), R.H 
Bales (Dryad). 

COMMUNICATIONS, REGULATING & PT 

To CPOCY: D.G. Mitchell (Northwood 
Fleet Comm®), I .A- Duke (AST(W). 

SUPPLY 

To CPQCAl P.J Whetren (Neptune CFS). 

To CPOSA; C.A. Lodge (Raleigh). J.N. 
McKeever (Dryad), B. Lacey (Nelson WF). 

To CPOSTD: S.C. Murray (Collingwood). 

To CPOWWTR: E.J. Sfoan (Nelson) 
WEAPON ENGINEERING MECHANICS 

To CP0WEM(0): R.A, Johnson 

{Collingwood). 

FLEET AIR ARM 

To CPOAEM(L): T. Devine (Seahawk). 

To CPOACMN: TS Allison (846 Sqn 
Heron), S.M, Webb (D Mar Bristol) 

To CPOA(AH): D P. Williams (FONA Sea 
Yeovifton), G,S. Lane (Sultan). 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 

To CPOfTSSM): R.J. Harding (Dolphin 
SM School). 


182 (21 7.94), Nil; POWEM(R)(GS) 286 
{2.11.93), 6; LWEM(R)(GS) ■ 300 (27.10 93), 
Nil; POCA(SM) 621 (21.6.90), Nil; 
LCHfGS) - 434 (27.9.92), 2; PQSTD(GS) 
688 (28.8.91), Nil; LSTD(GS) 303 
(17.6,93). Nil: PQSA(GS) 462 (4 11 92), 7; 
LSA(GS) 261 (19.2.94), 3; POWTR(GSj 
451 (1 3 93), Nil; LWTR(GS) 351 (10.B.93), 
1: POMA 106 (14.3.95), Nif; LMA 93 
(9 5.95), Nil, 

PO(S)(SM)(G) - 646 (19,12.91), Nil; 

LS(S)(SM) 589 (7.11.91), 3; POfTS)(SM) 
357 (10.6.93), 2; LS(TS}(SM} 477 
(27 7 92). Nil; PGRS(SM) 611 (11.2.92), 1; 
LRO(SM) 492 (9.6.92), Nil; POMEM- 
(L)(SM) 161 (5 10 94). Nil; LMEM(L){SM 

97 (21.3.95), Nil; POMEM(M)(SM) Int 
(17 10.96). 1; LMEM(M)(SM) - Int (3.7 96). 4; 
POWEM(R)(SM) 486 (3.11.92), Nil; 

LWEM(R)(SM 821 (256.90), Nil; 

POSA(SM) - Int (4.11.96), Nil; LSA(SM) 
249 (13 12 93), Nil; POWTR(SM) 397 
(11 3,93), Nil; LWTH(SM) 448 (31.12 92), 

Nil; POCA(SM) - 167 (20.10.94). Nil; 

LCHfSM) - 845 (29.7.90). Nil; POSTD(SM) 
693 (2.12 90), Nil; LSTD(SM) 1415 
(16.6.07), Nil. 

PDA AH) 1000 (22.8.88), 5; LA (AH) - 
645 (811.91), 8: POA(METOC) Int 
(5.11 96), Nil; LA(METOC) - Int (2.10,95), 3; 
POA(PHOT) 911 {6 2 90). Nil; POAfSE) ■ 
830 (20 7.90). Nil; LA(SE) 414 (8,7.92), Nil; 
POACMN ■ 576 (5.3-92). 3; POAEM(M) 332 
(4.IT.93), 3; LAEM(M) - 477 (29.5.92), 4; 
PQAEM(R) ■ Int (28-3,96), Nil; LAEM(R) 
577 (31.10.91), Nil: PGAEMtL} - Dry, Nil; 
LAEM(L) 364 (25.2.93). 2; POAC Dry, Nil 
POW R) 416 (7.2.93), 2; LW(H) - Dry. 
Nit; POW(RS) 784 (26-9.90). Nil; LWRO 
833 (5.6.90), Nil; POWPT - 697 (11.6.91), 
Nil; RPOW 526 (10.3.92). Nil; POWCA Int 
(15.6.95). Nil; LWCH - Dry, Nil; POW5TD - 


FRAME YOUR 
OWN MEDALS.... 

On or of the pin. Using our Medal Framing Krt, Takes 
minutes to assemble. Remove and replace your medals 
quickly for ceremonial wearing. 5 sizes available. For 1 to 
5 medals OFF the pin - El 3.96 - El7.50 - E1B.50 - £20.00 
and £21.50 respectively. For medals ON the pin the 
viewing widths are: 55mm-105mm-155mm-2Q5mm and 240mm respectively. 
Order the corresponding size to fit your medals Prices Inc. P & P and BFPO, 
add £1 for overseas Cheques or Postal Orders to: M.F.K., 5 St Chads Cres. 
Middle Herington, Sunderland. SR3 3TR. Tel/Fax: 0191 520 1003. 




tax free for export 
or tax paid return to Britain 

SCE 

UK MAZDA HOTLINE 

01367 241225 

or write: SCE Ltd PO Box 177 Faringdon Oxon SN7 7EW 


ENAMEL BADGES 

Tie Slides, Cuff Links, 
Stick Pins, Etc. 

Made to order at 
competitive 

P 
ft 

100 units 
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^/; 01482-581676 


CPO ARTIFlCEaTECHNICIAN 

Commodore Naval Drafting has been noti¬ 
fied of Ihe following advancements to Chief 
Petty Officer Art^cer/Technician which were 
made by Commanding Officers: 

To CPOMEA: D. Inman (Beaver), J.J. 
Lloyd (CFM Portsmouth) J. Lund (Sovereign), 
J.P-M. McSherry (Neptune SMI), P. Orris® 
(Glasgow). 

To ACPOMEA: N.R Anderson (Neptune 
NT), LG. Clemens (Invincible), J.C. Cooper 
(Talent). S,R. Hail (Cornwall), G-A. Keefer 
(Sultan), K,R.R. Owens (Coventry), EJ. 
Winterbottom (Excellent). 

To CPOWEA: J T Cole (Drake CFM), D P 
Dyer (Brave), ST. Groves (Neptune NT), M. 
Healey (London), R.J. Mapes (CFM 
Portsmouth). J.P. Roome (York), A. Walkden 
(Collingwood). R. Young (Neptune Base 
Ops). 

To ACPOWEA: I.M. Davies (Splendid), 
R.A. Goodall (Montrose), S.G, Maden (AFCO 
N England), S.J. Rignall (Manchester), M.S- 
Watartall (SSA Bristol). 

To CPOAEA: S, Daly (819 Sqn), C D. 
Harwood (810 Sqn A Flight), A.J, Kirk (RNAS 
Culdrose), M.A. Batten (Seahawk), K,b 
Connolly (815 Fit 214). C,J. McCulloch (015 
Fit 227), A. Wilson (029 Fit 201}, S G. Hlatap 
(810 Sqn A Flight). D.J. Tilsfoy (0C1 Sqn). 

To ACPQAEA: A H D George (015 Fll 
214), S.A. Harriss (801 Sqn). 

To CPOCT: J. Slade (PJHGIT). 

To AC ROOT: G.G. Ward (Invincible), 
M.C.H, Boone (Boxer), D, SolPey (Brava). 

To CPOMT; S.S. Dunn (RN Gibraltar). 


851 (16 7.9C), Nil; LWSTD - 525 (20.2.92). 
Nil; POWSA -247 (0.3.94), Nil; LWSA 313 

(17.6.93) , Nil; POWWTR 410 (26.3.93), Nil; 
LWWTR 278 (20.2.94) Nil; POWWTR (G) - 
Int (11.7.97), Nil: POWfMETOC} Dry, Nil; 
LW(METOC) Dry, Nit; POWPHGT 263 

(5.10.93) , Nil; POWAEM(M) - Int (20.3.97) 
Nil; LWAEM(M) Dry, Nil; POWAEM(R) 


Deaths 


NAVY NEWS rooks back through its 
pages to recall some of the September 
headlines of past decades ... 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


40 years ago 



NAVAL aircraft gave their first display at 
Famborough Air Show. Among the attractions was 
an aerobatic performance by Sea Hawk fighters 
from 801 Naval Air Squadron, and a fly-past by 12 
anti-submarine Gan nets in anchor formation. Also 
taking part were Sea Vixens, the new Scimitar, 
and Wessex, Whirlwind and Widgeon helicopters. 

The Navy’s first four ships destined to be 
equipped with Sea Slug surface-to-air missiles 
were ordered. 

The cruiser HMS Nigeria was handed over to 
the Indian navy and renamed Mysore. 


30 years ago 


IT WAS speculated that up to three aircraft carri¬ 
ers would be available for the Aden Task Force to 
be formed for southern Arabian waters after Aden 
became independent in the following January. 

Naval personnel from the Far East Clearance 
Diving Unit based at Singapore were flown to 
Hong Kong to deal with a spate of booby-trapped 
bombs laid by Communist agitators. In their first 
three weeks in the Colony the team dealt with 
almost 200 incidents. 


20 years ago 


• Sea Hawks such as these were among the 
first Royal Navy aircraft to appear at 
Famborough Air Show in 1957, 


THE OPENING of a shop selling pornography in 
Portsmouth ted a group of Royal Navy men to 
found Portsmouth Association for Community 
Standards. The group was seeking to persuade 
newsagents not to stock pornography. 


14.12.90), Nil; 

LWAEM(L> 

7.1.90), Nil; 


UAEM(M) 

Dry, Nil; LWAEM(R) - 657 (14.12 
POWAEM(L) ■ 952 (20-0.89). Nil; LI 
Dry. Nit; POWETS 990 (7.1 
LWETS 422 (22 9 92). Nil 

LWTEL - 545 (3.12.91). Nil; POWWA 
409 (10 3.93), Nil; LWWA ■ 549 (30.10.91), 
Nil; POWDHYG - Int (14,12.95), Nil; POWD- 
SA - Int (8.0.96), Nil; LWDSA - Ini (31.5.96), 
Nil; POEN(G) Dry, Nil; LEN(G) Dry, Nil; 
PONN ’ 260 (9.11 93), 1; POMA(Q) - Dry. Nil: 
LMA(Q) - Int (14.3.95). Nil, 

PO(AWW) Int (17.12.96), Nil: 
LOMfAWW) - Int (27.11.96), Nil; PO(AWT) 
Dry. Nil; LOM(AWn Int (11.3 97), Nil; 
PO(UW) Dry, Nif; LOMHJW] Int 
(15.10.96), Nil; PO(EW) - Dry, Nil; LOM(EW) 

- Int (14.1.97), Nil; PO(MW) Int (1S.7.97) 
Nil; LOtff(MW) - Int (15 7.97). Nil; P0(C) 
Dry, Nil; LQM(C) ■ int (11.3.97), Nil; 
PO(SSM) - Dry, Nil: LOM(SSM) - Int (1.5,96), 
Nil; POfTSM) 95(3-11-94), Nil; LOM{TSM] 

- Int (24.10.95), 5; PO(CSM) - 532 (9.6,92), 
Nil; LOM(CSM) ■ Int (27.11 96), Nil; 
PO(WSM) 378 (5.1.90), 1; L0M(WSM) 
566 (17.11.91), 4 , 

Basic Dates for female ratings in the fol¬ 
lowing categories, which have no examina¬ 
tion for Ihe next higher rate, are applied in 
accordance with BR1Q66 Chapter 22: 
POWTEL -6S5 (28 4.93). Nil. 

The number of B-13s In Ihe female cate¬ 
gories are those advanced from the female 
shore roster. 

All RO(T)1 and RQ(G)1 ratings who have 
passed for the higher rate who have complet¬ 
ed or are yet to complete the cross-trained 
LROGC have been transferred lo the cross- 
trained LRO advancement roster. 


Swop drafts 


OM(C)1 Eaton, HMS Collingwood, draft¬ 
ed HMS Richmond, Dec. Will consider any 
Devonport ship. 

LCH D. M, Booth, HMS Newcastle, BFPO 
343. deploying Nov. Will swop for any 
Devonport snip deploying or not, 

A,'LWWTR Debbie Sutherland HMS 
Collingwood ext 2677. Will swop for any 
Portsmouth shore draft. 

LOM(C) Tayfor. HMS Sutherland, BFPO 
390, Devonport base. Will swop for any other 
Type 23, Plymouth or Portsmouth based, 

ISA Kennedy, HMS Neptune. Will con- 
sider any RNmouth/Podsmoulh sea draft. 

POWWTR T, Barker. FAA drafting, 
Centurion Building (93644 2123). Will swop 
for any Portsmouth draft, but will consider 
other areas. 

MEMl Danny Lomu, HMS Birmingham, 
BFPO 228, wiH swop for any Plymouth ship 
not deploying. 

OM(EW)1 A. A, Naden (GOP trained), 
HMS Newcastle, BFPO 343, deploying Nov. 
Will swop tor any Portsmouth ship not deploy¬ 
ing. 

CHI Knights, HMS Sultan ext 2397, 
drafted HMS Fearless, Sept. 23. Will swop tor 
any carrier. 

LS(EW) P. Lawson. 30 Man Mess. HMS 
Northumberland. BFPO 345. drafted HMS 
Iron Duke. Ocl, r deployed. Will swop for any 
Devonport Type 23, preferably not deploying. 
WE M (0)1 P. N. Scott (Hum-class 
d), 3G1 Mess. HMS Fearless, BFPO 


trained), 


Lt Cdr Barry Roy Bamforth, shipwricht- 
Last ship HMS Ark Royal; previously HM 
ships Fife, Achilles, Bacchante, Triumph, 
Zulu. March 20, aged 48 

UBO(G) John Anderson, HMS Sultan. 
July 25 

Mne P. A. Fleming, RMR Scotland, as a 
result of a road accident on A38 near Exeter. 

Mne J, Hardle. RM!R Scotland, as a result 
of a road accident on A30 near Exeter. 

Mine J. Marlin, RMR Scotland, as a result 
of a road accident on A30 neaF Exeter. 

Mne Anthony Charles Callow. RMR 
Scotland as a result of a road accident in 
Scotland. 

OM2 Edward O'Connor, HMS Neptune 
CFS Aug. 8. 


The Ven. Michael William Bucks, former 
Chaplain of the Fleet. Director Naval 
Chaplaincy Services and Archdeacon of the 
Navy 1993’97. Served 20 years as RN cler¬ 
gyman. Represented RN on General Synod 
of the Church of England. June 4, aged 57, 
Cdr Richard (Dicky) Wells OBE, DSC 
and Bar. Signal officer of 7th Destroyer 
Flotilla (HMS Jervis) during Battle of Side, 
1942. Served 1926-63. Other ships; Neison, 
Arethusa, Mercury, Euryalus (on Admiral 
Vian's staff, Salerno), Scylla and Hilary (on 
Vian's staff. Normandy); Quebec Conference 


dr Peter (Hoagy) Carmichael QBE, 
■. Flying a Hawker Sea Fury, became ihe 
pitot of a piston-engine fighter to shoot 


63. 

Cdr Peter 

DSC. I 

only pilot of a piston-engine fighter 
down a jet (MiG 15 over North Korea). 
Served 1942-76, Ships: Athefing, Victorious 
(Pacific), Implacable. Theseus, Ocean 
(Korea), Leeds Castle. Sea Cadet Corps 
Nor!h-West Area Officer 1963-69. MN and 
RNR Liaison Officer Liverpool 1969-76. 
President of HMS Ocean Association, Aged 
73. 

Cdr Arthur Greg Skip with, most senior 
Surviving officer (Firs! Lieutenant) of the sink¬ 
ing of HMS Prince of Wales. Served 1918-47 
Wrote Admiralty Damage Control Handbook. 
Ships: Cornwall, Revenge, Vampire, 
West minster, Curlew, Wild Swan. Centaur. 
Veiox, St Vincent. Wallace, Exmouth, 
Campbell, FtANC Cerberus. Aged 95. 

Cdr Edward Walker {Bill) Sykes, joined 
from RAF in 1937. Ships: Achilles (in Catapult 
Flight during Battle of River Plate), Victorious, 
including Pacific. Member of Association of 
RN Officers. 

Cdr Charles Eckersley-Maalln QBE. 
Naval aviator 1939-53. Enlisted in Army in 
1918 and wounded in France, Also served in 
Royal Irish Constabulary, British South 
African Mounted Police and RAF Ships: 
Courageous. Eagle. CO of HMS Raven 
(Southampton) and Simbang (Singapore). 
Relired to Tasmania. Member of Associat ion 
Of RN Officers. June 21, aged 96. 

George Finch DSM, oldest surviving 


Rova 

Police 1933-56. Ships: Argyll, Theseus 
Qropesa. Drake (cruiser), Cordelia, Warspite. 
Emerald, RM Deal. Aged 103. 

Ernest Ch&rta* (Gu») Britton MBE, sub 
marine historian and former Assistant 
Director of RN Submarine Museum. Served 
as Sig. 1938-53. Ships and submarines; 
Nelson, Fiji, Beverley, Trident, Uproar 
(Mediterranean inducting Ando), Tapir, 
Acheron, Seascout, Truculent, Totem, 
Scythian. Telemaehus. Former member of 
City of London RMR SBS. Navy record hold¬ 
er tor 100m & 200m freestyle and backstroke. 
July 2t, aged 74. 

S/Ll Robert Sal (anti ne DSC, RNVR, 
served in WW1I clandestine "Levant Schooner 
Flotilla' and decorated for making night raids 
in small boats on German forces in Greek 
islands, Aged 75. 

Lt Cdr P. E. Norman Day RNZN. served 
in RN 1935-47 and afterwards RNZN. Ships: 
London (Spanish Civil War patrols), 
Effingham, Airedale (survivor), HMNZ ships 
Arabts, Arbutus, Taupo (Korea). Kaniere, July 
5, aged 04. 

Percy Hobbs, ex-CPO St. Mech, served 
1936-40 and 1952-54. Ships: Furious, 
Adventure, manned a tug at Dunkirk; Hardy 
(survivor, Narvik), Campbeltown (survivor, St 
Nazaire), Renown (Arctic convoys and 
Quebec conference), Kelly, Inglefield (sur¬ 
vivor, Anzlo), HM submarine L27, Roebuck, 
Redoubt. Daffodil (landing ship). Warrior. 
Former boats bosun at CTCRM Lympslone. 

Prof. Michael Jatfe CBE. former lieu¬ 
tenant-commander, served 1942-45. Director 
of Fitzwilliam Museum. Cambridge, July 13, 
aged 74. 

Lord Hard Inge of Pen a hurst, former 
lieute n anl-com mender, se rved 1940-4 7. 
Ships: King George V, Naiad (survivor), 
M&dway (survivor); secretary to Capt of 1 Qth 
Submarine Flotilla at Malta; HMS Ferret; sec¬ 
retary to naval attache, Paris. Publisher who 
helped to found Ihe Booker Prize. Aged 75. 

Edmund Alan McGill, commissioned 
engineer who saw service in both World Wara 
(joined 1917). Ships included: Resolution, 
vindictive, Curacao, Titan i a. Scarab, 
Scarborough, Suffolk; Russian convoys. 
Aged 95. 

Prof. H. W. M. Hodges, wartime FAA flier 
in Swordfish. Noted conservationist and 
archaeologist. Aged 76, 

Afwyn McKay, former member of RNVR 
Special Branch during WWII Pioneer nuclear 
scientist. 

John C. Cleverly, ex-AB. member of 
Algerines Association (HMS Cockatrice 
1944-46). April 25, 

Dennis (Alfle) Hadfield. ex-AB, member 
Of Algerines Association (HMS Fantone 
1942-45). June 22. 

Lt William Matthews RNVR, member of 
Algerines Association (HMS Welfare 1940- 
50). June 28. 

Henry McDonald. ex-USto., member of 
Algerines Association (HMS Coquette 1945- 
46), July 7. 


283, in DED until Jan.). Will swop for any 
Hunt, single role, or Island-class ship. Any 
draft considered. 

LRO(G) Hufleyln. HMS Biackwater. 
BFPO 230. Will consider any Portsmouth 
small ship. 

WOM(C)1 E C. Davies HMS Grafton, 
BFPO 291, will swop for any Plymouth ship. 

WEM(R) Blight, HMS Raleigh ext 41250, 
drafted HMS Fearless, Nov. Will swop tar any 
Plymouth ship. 

LWTR Brown, Training Support Section, 
Def Int & Sy School, Chicksands Mil. ext 
2170. Will consider all offers. 

AB(R) M. Strode, HMS Glasgow, tei 
9375 51557, Will consider any other Type 42 
deploying or not. 

HQ 1(G) Hill. 26 Man Mess, HMS 
Somerset, BFPO 395. drafted HMS Fearless, 
Nov. 25, WiH swop for any non-deploying 
Plymouth or Portsmouth ship. Any swop con¬ 
sidered. 

LS(D) D. Crash, HMS Bridport, BFPO 
236 (DED until Oct. Rosyth ext 63093), 
deploying Jan. Will swop for any non-deploy¬ 
ing ship, 

OH Swift. 3G Mesa, HMS Campbeltown, 
BFPO 248, drafted HMS Montrose. Dec.- 
Jan,. deploying. Will swop for any Plymouth 
or Portsmouth ship not deploying. 

POWWTH Williams (non sea), RNG 
Greenwich ext 4022. drafted HMS Seahawk. 
Oct. t. Will swop for ffortsmouth/London area 
draft. 


Frank Walker. ex-AB, member of 
Algerines Association (HM BYMS (2) 213, 

1942- 45) Juty 16 

Frank Oldham, ex-Sig.fTOL member of 
Algerines Association (HMS Friendship 

1943- 45), July 25, 

Tom Berry, ex-ERA submariner. Served 
in HMS Vulpine. Member of Hull branch of 
5OCA. Aged 73. 

Blit Walker, ex-Tel submariner. Boats; 
Salvr, Upstart. Member of Hull branch of 
SOCA, Aged 75. 

Roy Dedlcoai, ex-CPQ, served 1963-07. 
Ships; Forth, Bacchante, Juno, Orkney, 
Diomede. June 19, aged 50. 

Kenneth John Smith, ex-AB, served 
1940-45. Ships: Daneman. Prodigal. Jennifer, 
Osprey; Russian convoy PQ18; SBS in 
Mediterranean; Bari incident survivor (1943). 
Aged 77 

Clifford Evans, ex-AB, served in HMS 
Verulam 1943-45. Member of Russian 
Convoy Club, 

Charles Neal. ex-Sio., member of War¬ 
time Ark Rovats Association. 

George Stringer. ex-Torpedoman, mem¬ 
ber of Wartime Ark Royals Association, 

Eric Cooper, ex-LSA, member of 
Wartime Ark Royals Association. 

WlUlam Walter RUey, ex-AB, served 
1939-46. Ships: Stork, Starling. Founder 
member , former vice chairman, and former 
secretary of Captain Walker's Old Boys 
Association. July 5, aged 80, 

Terry G. Rickman. ex-MEI submariner. 
Boats; Scorcher, Tireless, Member of 
Leicestershire branch of SOCA. Aged 59- 

Leonard Bradshaw DSM, ex-CPO 
COXW, served 1927-56. Ships: Marlborough, 
Renown, Ithurfel (survivor). Bickerton (sur¬ 
vivor), Vestal (survivor). Aged 66. 

Robert (Bob) Hatto, ex-Chiet Torpedo 
Gunner's Mate, pre-war submariner, served 
1931-45. Ships; St Vincent, Valiant, Dragon, 
Vindictive, Gardiner. Aged 62. 

Don McTaggert, ex-CPO, served 1945- 
70, including Ganges and Dryad. July 2 in 
Australia 

Richard (Dick) Olsen. ex-LS. Ships; 
Raleigh, Drake. Nimrod, Osprey, Cormoranl, 
Cyclamen (1943-45), Attack. Member of 
Flower Class Corvette Association, April 26, 
aged 71.* 

Sydney Mark Hlgglneon. Ships included 
Argonaut (1943-46). Veteran of N, Africa and 
Normandy landings, and Far East. May 30, 
aged 70. 

Robert Boniface. PO(AH), served 1950- 
58. Ships: Illustrious, Indomitable, Theseus, 
Albion. Member of Aircraft Handlers 
Association, July 23. aged 64. 

Len W, Herrty, ex-PO on LSTs 362, 411 
and 424. Member of LST Club. 

Desmond E, Davenport, ex-Joiner 
Ships: Victory. Matostone. Mercury. Aug. 2, 
aged 68 

David England, ex-AAl, served in FAA 
1956-79. Ex-MARTSU, HMS Glamorgan, 
small ships flights. Aged 59. 

Matt Matthpws, ex-CAF A/E, served 


CHI McCulloch. HMS Richmond. BFPO 
375, will swop for any Portsmouth ship, 
preferably deploying, but will consider any 
ship. 

AB(EW) Owen, 93749 7070/72, drafted 
express'. Nov.-Dec., would consider any 
Devonport ship deploying, or not- 

LS(R) P, Warren Cook Building, HMS 
Dryad. South wick, Fareham, PQ17 6EG, 
drafted HMS Iron Duke, Oct. 22 (must be 
SSCS trained, Will swop for any Portsmouth 
shore base 

CPOMEA(ML) M, Waltftce, CPOs Me SC, 
HMS Richmond, BFPO 375, or 01705 
347612, drafted NTD, HMS Naptune. Oct.24 
Will swop tor any Portsmouth shore draft. 

LWTR Bette, CTCRM ext 4074, drafted 
845 NAS, Feb. Will consider any Plymouth 
ship deploying or not. 

LCM Jones. HMS Southampton. BFPO 
309, drafted HMS Neptune, uct. 19. Will 
swop for any Portsmouth ship, but will con¬ 
sider Plymouth ship. 

AB(R) Rne (Navs Yeo), HMS Leeds 
Castle, BFPO 325, drafted HMS Glasgow, 
Nov. Will swop for Leeds Castle (HMS 
Dumbarton Castle also considered). 

AB(M] Robinson, HMS Leeds Castle. 
BFPO 325 or Falkland Is. ext 4918/9, drafted 
HMS Fearless, Dec. Will swop for any 
Plymouth area shore base or ship in refit, 
preferably nol deploying. 


1960-84. Ex-Portland (small ships flights) 
and FONAC Aged 56. 


ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 

Lt Cdr (E) p. J. Brooks. Ships; Rodney, 
Ilex, Tumult. Carysfort, Chieftain. Mercury 
Zephyr. Albatross, Pembroke, Decoy, Rooke, 
President, Drake. 

Lt Cdr E.J. Clark RNVR, HMS Heron and 
1848 NAS. 

Cdr (E) R J. Emu as OBE, Ships: Ganges, 
Marlborough, Adamant, Dryad. 

Cdr (Si F, M. Flynn. Ships: Theseus, 
Simbang, Scarborough, Verona. Ajax, Saker, 
President, Rooke. 

Cdr D, Gibson RD, RNR 

Cdr j(E) B. H, Green OBE- Ships: Puma, 
Active, Collingwood, Warrior, Nelson. 

S.'Lt E. G. Green, Ships: Osprey, Murray, 
Chaplet. 

Lt (S) L. B. Lea He. Ships: Fulmar, 
Neptune. 

Cdr G. H. Reynolds, Ships: Ramillie$. 
Medway, Lanka, Baffler, President, Tamar. 

Lt Cdr (El D. N, D. Roberta. Ships: King 
George V, Anson. Loch Fada, Excellent, 
Veryn Bay President, Ariel, Gannet. 
Relentless, Mercury, Sheffield. Ffowerdown, 
Pembroke, Forest Moor, Collingwood, 
Victory. 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

Kay Warrington BEM, Brighton & Hove, 
RNA Life Vice President. First woman to be 
elected to National Council. June 10. 

Tony Edwards, Doug Cushion, Georgs 
Rye March, Beetles, 

Len Davies BEM. Shrewsbury Ex-Tel. 
Ships: Taipc, indomitable, Cauvery. Aged 72. 

A. J r Camm, St Helens. Ex-ERA. Ship® 
included HMS Aylmer. 

Anthony Pender. Thurrock Ex-RM, July 
22, aged 74. 

• Afore RNA death notices. In page 29, 


LVND DOREEN (nee FALL) 
August 3rd suddenly at Queen 
Alexandra Hospital, Portsmouth, 
aged 80 years. Much loved mother 
of Michael, David and Nancy, 
grandmother of Amy and Matthew. 
The funeral service took place 
at Porchester Crematorium on 
Thursday August 14th 1997 ai 
i.45 p,m. Enquiries to Barrells F.D., 
245 Frauen Road, Portsmouth, 
POl SPA (tek 01705 82483 L) 
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&opal Jfleet Club 

Mo rice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PLt 4PG 

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A* members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very com¬ 
petitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Recep¬ 
tions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal 
facility. 

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELA Y TO A VOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 



"Aggies" Helensburgh 

Your chance to 
take the pressure 
out of service life 
for a few days 

Aggies" Helensburgh is designed with 
naval personnel in mind and is as well 
equipped as any small hotel with three 
family and nine double rooms; eleven 
single rooms; restaurant; kitchen; 
dining room; gym; sauna; games room; 

I ad ies hai rd ressi n g sal on: I au nd ry room; 

a meeting room and a chapel. 

Call now on 01436 671880, to book 
some time at 'Aggies" Helensburgh 
the next time you're ashore. 

The Royal Sailors' Rest, 
Helensburgh, 31 East Montrose Street, 
Helensburgh G84 7HR. 

Serving the Royal Navy since 1876, 


ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

SI Waveriey Road, Southsea 
Hants POS 2PJ (01705) 82832S 

Prop Ann Baker 
Car Park on premises 
You are guaranteed a friendly welcome in 
this home from home in Southsea. Each 
bedroom has been decorated with a nautical 
theme and has ail the atmosphere of the 
great Naval traditions of this area. There are 
also cable TV's, privale washing facilities, tea 
and coffee, and full central heating in 
each room. Special rales for winter months. 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17, SOUTH PARADE 

(Opposite (he Pyramids) 

TEL: 01705 875566 

Special rates for all service personnel and 
Family £22J<fp.p. in full ensvite double or 
twin-bedded room, 

* 4 crown seafnonl hotel 

* Colour TV, lea/toffee facilities 

* Games roums - full size snooker table 
*■ Ideally situated near nil local attractions 

and iLs muhllil’c. 


<g> Province Of Natal Hotel 

S t Creenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 

The hotel was a gift after World War 2 
Its purpose is to provide holidays and short breaks for all 
serving and ex-serving RN, RM, WRNS or QARNN5 
t, personnel and therr reservists, families and dose relatives, 

' *50 yards from beach/safe swimming and fine sands. 

♦Half a mile from the shops and station. 

■“All rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV 
*Lift to ail floors ♦Residents bar 'Children and Pets welcome 
♦Double, Twin and Family rooms available 
*We cater for small ships re unions 
Group booking discounts available 
For more information Tel: 01305 784108 of Fax: 01305 770575 

Rtgiltered Chjrity No 22&44t 
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Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £16 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 


*OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS* 

*H/C, TEA/COFFEE, CTV & SKY TV ALL ROOMS* 

*EN$UITE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS* 

EASY PARKING *WTH YEAR SAME OWNERS* 

33, FESTING ROAD, SOUTH SEA, HANTS. P04 ONG 



“Away days in Plymouth* 

Small friendly Gant House overlooking the 
Hoe end Seafront A good bed and 4 course 
breakfast, colour TV, teafeoffee facfUties, cA 
rooms available. Perking. 

Fran : £26 Double. £14 Singles 

Trtaptaiw tor Brotfmn 

01752 660675 
Edgcumbe Guest House 
50, Pier St, West Hoe, Plymouth PU 3BT 


SOUTHSEA 
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

52 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and friendly run Guest House, ideally 
situated lor the Naval Base/shopping 
centres/Conttnental Feny Port/beaches 
etc, Own keys, no restrictions, colour T.V. in 
alt rooms 1 C.H. Holiday or short breaks 
JUNE & TERRY (01705) 632440 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

Friendly family run, 2 mins, from sea and 
entertainments. Close to terries, Naval 
base, shops, etc. Own keys, Satellite TV 
all rooms, no restrictions, B&B. Holiday or 
short stay, Ample private car parking 
Mrt Pat Green (01705) 731043 


LADY HAMILTON 
21 The Hard, Portsmouth 
Ye aide alehouse 
Reopened after more than 
70 years 

Free house and B&B 
★ special rates naval personnel ★ 

Tel: 01705 870505 


IRpcf^ garden itfoteC, 
Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

freaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 
(one or two persons) 

CcirtmJ for nil Southsea amenities and 
entertainments. Quality en-suite 
bedrooms, Satellite TVs ait rooms, 
tea, 1 coffee facilities, lounge, private car 
park 

★ Attractive Bar ★ 

* Delightful restaurant it 

Clarence Road 
Southsea 
POS 2LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 


WEYMOUTH 

PHILBEACH GUEST HOUSE 

11 Waterloo Place, Weymouth DT4 7PD 

Yards from beach, short walk to RNA 
Cfub. All rooms CTV, T/making, B&B 
evening meal. Reasonable rates. 
Warm welcome, 

Jean and James Barnett 

01305 785344 

Members ot Weymouth RNA 



★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


ADVERTISING RATES 

(excl. VAT) 


DISPLAY 

Full Page ..£2,010 

Half Page.£1,110 

Quarter Page.£625 

S.c.c .£12.50 


CLASSIFIED 

Lineage.,,,..80p per word 

~ Trade minimum.. 30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum .. lOwds. 

Penfriends see page 37 
Box number,,...£2,75 


Discounts, Colour Rates, 
Technical Details available on request. 
Tel: 01705 724226 For a full media pack 


UNION JACK 
1 CLUB 

THE SERVICES CLUB 
U IN LONDON 

Relax in style in 
your own Club in 
the heart of London 

Single, Double and Family 
bedrooms, many with private 
bath/shower, WC and TV, 
Restaurants, Bars, Colour TV 
Rooms, Laundrette, Reading 
and Writing Rooms, 
Conference areas. 

Open to members of Allied 
and NATO Forces, 
Officers welcome. 

All modern facilities at modest 
rates. 

Book your reservation 
through: 

Reservations Office: 
Union Jack Club 
Sanded Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 0171-928 4814 
Fax: 0171-620 0565 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Seff-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully ©quipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 


Charge WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST.£70 

per I WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS. £60 

person ■ NIGHTLY {Gut of holiday season) . £10 

Vl Deposit: £10 per person 


ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 

Guests, who anticipate a late arrival should inform the management 

(01705-733581) 

S.A.E. please giving dates and number 
MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581 



AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 
* Lockyer St, PLt 2QD * 
T*taphw»: (01732) 227311 

Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground floor. Nauti¬ 
cal Flavour Cocktail Bar. Colour 
TV Radio Tea/Coffee/ Telephone 
ail rooms. Most en suite. Large 
car park. Navy News Readers 
10% Accommodation Discount. All 
Credit Cards accepted 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 

Lt, Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Rat'd) 

■A Personal Service Comfortable Motor 


THE ELMS Guest House 
48 Victoria Road South, Southsea 

(Residential Licence) 

A small fricndlyT family run Guest House 
offering B&B,(overnight or weekly rales), 
Gose to Naval hase, stilkm, shops and 
nightlife. Colour TV, tea/coffee facilities in 
all rooms. Some rtxms cn-foolc. Own keys, 
limited parking 

Paddy and Jahn (Joe) Erskinc 
IWFaxPortsmouth <017051 K23924 


PLYMOUTH 

MOUNTBATTEN 

Small Victorian HoteL .. owrlooking 
Parkland Royal Fleet Club & Naval 
Base within will king distance, 

* All Rooms CTV. Tea/Coffee & 
Phoney. Mainly En Suite. 

* Free Parking * Bar 
* Credit Cards Accepted 
52, Exmoulti Road, Stoke, Plymouth, PL I 40H 
TEL: 01752 563843 FAX: 01752 WW )\4 


The Dorcliffe 

Licensed Guest House 

42 Waveriey Road, Southsea, POS 2PP 

Comfortable, friendly. Licensed Guest 
House Ideally situated. BB & EM varied 
menu All rooms colour TV, (ea/cotfee 
facilities. En-surtes available. Dogs 
welcome. Special weekly rates. 

Tel: Elite 01705 828283 


THE MOORINGS GUEST HOUSE 
Situated on the famous West Hoe 

Friendly family run business 2 miles 
from HMS Raietgft. Walking distance to 
Cinemas, restaurants, theatre and town 
centre. Facilities in ail rooms Families 
catered for. 

TEL: 01752 250126. 


SANDRINGHAM 

HOTEL 


PORTSMOUTH 

Special rates for MOD Personnel 
from £26pp on B&B 

Seafront 1 [old, 45 bedrooms all 
en-suite 

Close to shops. Dockyard, Naval Base 

Wedding receptions and Reunion 
Parlies our speciality 
Osbourne Road, Southsea, Hants, 
Tel: (01705) S26%9 


* 

RAC 

AA 

1 

* * 


L! 


tS 


Special Events 
& Holidays Abroad 


MALTA MELLIEHA. Luxury 2- 

bedroom flats to let. Sleeps 4-5, one 
mile from the best beach in Malta and 
close to local amenities. Flights can 
be arranged. Telephone 0181-567 
5824 

VISITING NAVY DAYS in 

Plymouth? If you need accomodation 
you will need to book it early. 
Navy Days takes place on Aug. 23rd 
24th' & 25th, 

SPECIALISE IN REUNIONS? 
Advertise your facilities to the many 
Naval Clubs and Associations that 
read this page. Telephone for details. 
01705 724226. Fax; 01705 830149 


Osmond Quest fHouse 

42 Tier Street, *West iHoe 

01752 229705 


Bed and Breakfast from £13.00 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
CTV, Tea/Coffee making. 
Some En-suile, Parking, 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 

Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modem 

Colour TV In all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. 

No restrictions 

Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 8217B5 


fjff Canterbury BelP\ 
Guest House 

IV St Simons Road, 
Soullisca, Portsmouth 



Modem, Comfortable En-Suite 
accomodation. All rooms have 
Said I ik- TV. Tea/Coffee making 
facilities & are centrally healed. 
Privale car parking. Studio Flats arc 
available for self-catering. Rooms 
from £15 p.p. per night. 


Phone/Fai Calrtoua Randall on 
. (01705)351277 


PLYMOUTH 

HOEGATE HOUSE 


Situated the Hoe A Barbican ana, close 
walking distance to city centra , bus, station. 
Rooms ot high standard with showers, colour 
TV, HAC, teaf coffee facilities, CH.. 

£14. P.P.P.N standard double or £15 with shower 
SAE for Brochure. Tel: 01752 661033 


H oegate Street The Hoe. 
Plymoulh. PL1 2JB 


PLYMOUTH 

Adjacent to the Hoe and Park. Friendly 
family run Guest House offers you a 
warm welcome and personal service. 
Facilities include residents lounge, TV, 
Radio, TeaCotfee. Licensed. Central 
Heating all rooms. From £ 13pp. 
THE FIRS 13, Pier Street, West Hoe, 
TEL: 01752 262870 


-FAREHAM- 

GORT WALK GUEST HOUSE 

44, Coombe Farm Ava, Fa reham POI 6 0TH 

Warm and Friendly, Close Master, Sultan. 
Collingwood. All rooms c.h,, TV, dock-radio. 
Ample parking, own keys. Courtesy pick-up 
on arrival. Two ground floor rooms available. 
Open ail year From £13 B&B (No extras). 
Christine Raiding 01329 B299C5 
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iVY NEWS, SEPTEMBER 1997 

Penfriends 


Would you like a 
Naval Penfriend? 

A ten word advertisement 
in this coiumn costs from as 
iittie as £9. 

white message hehe (max iqwdsi 


HOW TO ADVERTISE; Simply write your message (10 Words), enclose 
cheque PO for £9 and send to: Penfriends', Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth P01 3HH, Replies to your box number will be forwarded on 
daily. (Payment by credit card/swltch please use coupon on page 4 ) 
HOW Tp REPLY; Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearing the advertisers box number clearly In the 
bottom left hand corner. The letter should then be enclosed In a 
second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that 
unstamped letters will be redirected. 

Name:.. 

Address:... 


Tel: 


CLARE, SINGLE, 24 GSOH 
seeks single male penfriend 
26-33, BOX SI 

NURSE (SLIM) seeks sincere 
affectionate (5' 11”+ 37yrs+) sailor 
likes travel, spoil, romance. BOX S2 
CALLING ALL SAILORS, 
divorcee 37, is wailing for your 
letters. BOX S3 

MARK, 43, insurance broker, 
seeks witty, preliy WREN 
for friendship. BOX S4 
CHRISTINE, 30+, fair, blue 
eyes, likes sport, pubs, animals, 
music, BOX S5 

SINCERE DIVORCEE 53 seeks 
genuine male 50/60 for friendship. 
Hampshire, BOX S6 
CLAIRE, 20, slim, long brown hair 
and waiting for your reply. BOX S7 
JENNY - BLONDE, blue eyes 
and 34yrs would like pen-pals 
30-40yrs. BOX S8 
ATTRACTIVE BLONDE, 38 seeks 
male forces penpal, GSOH & caring 
essential. BOX S9 

CAROLINE 5 "9, long hair, enjoys 
sailing, seeks officer for 
correspondence. BOX S10 
STUNNING SPORTS student seeks 
dashing naval officer for genuine 
friendship BOX SI I 
SINGLE WORKING mum, 38 
seeks male penfriend, BOX S12 
40, SINGLE Scots mum GSOH, 
writing, driving, music, dancing, 
walking. BOX S13 
EXCITING SWEDISH / American 
blonde seeks Royal 

Marines and sailors for 
correspondence. BOX SI4 
FEMALE STUDENT, 33, seeks 
distraction from books via fun 
correspondence, BOX S15 
WELL-TRAVELLED, long hair, 
laughing green eyes, photographic 
5 5 M female BOX SI6 
VIVACIOUS, ATTRACTIVE, lady 
28, seeks fun loving foxy fella, 
Portsmouth. BOX S17 
40 YEARS, NAVAL widow, letters, 
friendship, TLC. Like to laugh 
again BOX S18 

DOMINIQUE - ATTRACTIVE 

young 41, slim, outgoing, seeks naval 
penpals. BOX S19 
ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE seeks 
officer and gentleman for 
friendship/relationship, BOX S20 
NURSE 31yrs loves movies, eating 
out and keep fit. BOX S2I 
RETIRED OFFICER 45, seeks 
special lady - correspondence then 
dinner/romance etc. BOX S22 
ATTRACTIVE, EDUCATED 
young redhead, slim, caring, seeks 
naval penpals/friends 30s+. BOX S23 
DEVON GIRL(34) blonde, seeks tall 
serviceman with GSOH for 
correspondence. BOX S24 
EX RN OFFIC ER aged 56 now 
living in the USA seeks nice 
lady.BOX S25 


BRUNETTE, YOUNG, GSOH, 42 
seeks friendship/relationship with 
caring penpal. BOX S26 
CILLIN, 46, seeks WREN sailor 
penfriend for friendship. BOX S27 
SHARKY (PLYMOUTH) 

remember the macerena? Do you 
want to write? BOX S28 
JULIE - 44 seeks white single 
male penfriends 28-40 over 
5' 10”. BOX S29 

LINDA, 28, attractive blonde 
seeks uniformed male 

correspond/meet, BOX S30 


PERSONAL 


PENPAL MAG for adults, choose 
yourself a new penfriend from over 
500 photos. APPROVAL copy from 
MATCHMAKER, (A10) Chorley 
PR? 4BS, or ring 01257 480155 
(24hours) 

MICHAEL STAFFORD (Jan.) 
Served H.M.S. Cutlars Gunners 
Yeoman 1st June 1973 to Nov 1974, 
would like to trace shipmates for 50th 
Birthday, January 1998. Calls to 
Veronica, 01761-435161 

SINGLE MUM, 41 years old 
G.S.O-H would like to find similar 
male 40 plus for friendship. Box 9639 

SINCERE NAVAL LADY, widow, 
slim, smart, attractive, young 
outlook, no ties, Housc/Car owner, 
many interests, extensively travelled 
abroad, enjoys home life, social life, 
wishes to meet, sincere gent, 60-74, 
Any area. BOX 9640 


STUDIO 2 

Sauna * Aroma massage * Shower 
Mon-Eri 9:00am midnighl. 

Sat IftOUam midnighl. 

Sunday 11am- 11:30pm 
Book your appointment or call in to visit us, 
IVK Key ham Road, Plymouth 
(opposite St Levans Gate} IM 
017S2 5S99S5. EX 

Visiting Service tel: 0831 526664 


NOTICE 

All advertisements 
submitted for entry into 
the Navy News Pen 
Friend column are 
subject to copy approval. 
Navy News reserves the 
right to make any 
amendments which it 
considers necessary or to 
edit any copy which is in 
excess of 10 words 



music 


[EDINBURGH’S Military Tattoo saw Musician 
I™ Michelle Forde (above) sing a tribute to the 
IihQ ueen and Prince Philip to mark their Golden 
Wedding, 


Meanwhile Private Paul 
Bennett of the Royal Scots 
(right), affiliated regiment 
of HMS Edinburgh, was 
piper for the official recep¬ 
tion held on board the Type 
42 destroyer as she paid a 
six-day visit to her name¬ 
sake city. 

It was her first return since 
moving base port from Rosyth 
last year. Some 40 per cent of 
the ship’s company had 
changed since her last visit 
and for many joiners fresh from 
training this was to be their 
first ship visit In the RN, 

The ships company was 
immediately made to feel wel¬ 
come at the City Chambers 


where the Lord Provost pre¬ 
sented Commanding Officer 
Cdr\Jack'Tarr with a Royal Mile 
street sign to hang in the pas¬ 
sageway outside his cabin. 

Tours were made to the 
Glenkinchie Distillery - where 
the managing director was 
delighted to hear his product 
had been sampled as far away 
as South Africa, Mauritius and 
the Seychelles since he last 
saw the ship - and the 
Edinburgh Crystal Factory, 
where the visitors attempted 
glass blowing and had the 
chance to engrave their own 
tumblers. 

Edinburgh Royal Hospital 
for Sick Children benefited to 
the tune of £2,000 raised during 


an eight-month Gulf deploy¬ 
ment, Cdr Tarr presented the 
cheque to Stacey (8) who has 
spent virtually all her life 
there,The patients also 
received a cake baked on 
board. 

Highlight of the sporting 
events came when Lt Jon 
Blnks, LOM Mac Macdonald, 
DM Foxy Sly and SA Lee Nicol 
played alongside ex British 
Lions captains Finlay Calder 
and Gavin Hastings, Lions hero 
Gregor Townsend and Scottish 
Nationals Kenny Milne, Derek 
Stark and Sean Llneen in the 
Classics Team in Edinburgh's 
prestigious annual 6-a-side 
touch rugby competition at 


Fettes College. 

Sly scored the winning try in 
the opening game and Nicol 
scored twice. Overall the 
Classics won four out of six 
games, narrowly missing the 
semi finals. 

Ship open to visitors attract¬ 
ed 400 people on a rainy 
Saturday afternoon, plus affili¬ 
ated Sea Cadet units TS Ajax 
and TS Forth, 


• HMS Edinburgh’s earlier 
Families Day off Portsmouth 
was also a first chance for 
many families to experience life 
at sea - 60 per cent of the 
ship's company had changed 
since her last one. 


Picture: LA(Phol) Nalhan Qua 


Edinburgh 

makes 


Super, soaraway success for Stuart 

OM Stuart Ward prepares 
his mum Marion for the 
experience of a lifetime as 
she made ready to fly out 
to Crete to 'command’ HMS 
Gloucester for a day at sea. 

Mr and Mrs John Ward 
had nominated their son 
for a naval career In the 
Joint MO DfSun newspaper 
'Seek Out Sailors' competi¬ 
tion, 

Stuart applied at the 
Armed Forces Careers 
Office at Carlisle, complet¬ 
ed training at HMS Raleigh 
- and won top marks in the 
seamanship exam. 

Over 1,000 people 
responded to The Sun's 
competition - and nearly 
100 are now in the recruit¬ 
ing pipeline. 

Second Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce 
has written to Sun Editor 
Stuart Higgins, thanking 
him for his help with RN 
recruiting. 

Picture: LA(Phot) Dave Coombs 
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• First cut - WEA appren¬ 
tice Terry Skinstey assists 
Mrs Chadwick, wife of Cdre 
John Chadwick, 

Training 
centre 
will test 
artificers 


WEAPON Engineering 
Artificers can expect an 
enterprising time while 
training at HMS 
CollmgwtxxL 

For Enterprise is the name , 
of the new Section and System 
Management training facility 
for WEAs. 

The formal opening ceremo¬ 
ny, conducted by Commodore 
John Chadwick and his wife, 
coincided with the final exam¬ 
ination week of the inaugural 
Section and System 
Management course (SSMC). 

SSMC is now part of the new 
WEA course and is aimed at 
providing Petty Officer 
Weapon Engineering 

Artificers with management 
skills required to become effec¬ 
tive section heads at sea. 

Training in Enterprise takes 
place in as realistic conditions 
as possible, and section staff 
take on the roles of Weapon 
Engineer Officers {WEOs), 
Deputy WEOs and various 
awkward individuals who may 
make life difficult for the 
WEA. 

In this way, trainees are put 
tinder considerable pressure, 
ensuring that those who suc¬ 
ceed can be counted on in real- 
life situations. 

Search for 

maritime 

treasures 

NAUTICAL knick-knacks will be 
the centre of attention at the 
Historic Dockyard in Portsmouth 
next month. 

An Auction of Nautical 
Memorabilia is to be held in 
Boathouse No 4 on November 1 
and 2 in aid of KGFS - the King 
George's Fund for Sailors. 

KGFS has appealed to its sup¬ 
porters nationwide for donations 
of any items connected with sea¬ 
faring, whether Royal Navy or 
Merchant Navy, the fishing fleet, 
lifeboats of the world of sailing. 

There has already been a good 
response, unearthing some 
il unusual items, but more would 
be welcome - the list of desirables 
includes silver and brass, trophies, 
ship's and boat's crests, paintings, 
hooks, papers, records and mem¬ 
oirs, personal effects, medals, uni¬ 
forms, equipment and weapons, 
navigational instruments, fishing 
items, diving equipment, models, 
rope work, flags and unusual items. 

For more details, contact Lt D. 
Hall at HMS Nelson on 01705 
724175 (fax 01705 724607), or 
Capt C. Walker, KGFS, on tel/fax 
01705 SI6508. 

The KGFS is a national charity 
for all seafarers and their depen¬ 
dants in need. 



• Taking aim - outgoing Lady Mayor of Brtdport, Councillor Joyce Dunford, trains the 30mm gun during VIP Sea Day from Portland, 


Silver 
trophy 
returned 
to ship 


A SILVER trophy rescued from a 
lost ship during World War II has 
found its way back to its rightful 
home. 

HMS York, in the company of a 
Swedish warship, had won the 
Stockholm trophy in 1933, when a 
Swedish admiral presented it to 
the cruiser to mark a victory in a 
cutter race. 

The cup was then competed for 
annually within the ship. 

In 1941 T at the height of the bat¬ 
tle for Crete, HMS York was dam¬ 
aged, and beached in Souda Bay, 

She was eventually abandoned, 
and it was assumed by most people 
that the Stockholm Trophy had 
been taken by the advancing 
Germans a a prize of war. 

But one man on the ship had 
different ideas, and Royal Marines 
Colour Sergeant Fred Ogilwy - 
one of the party which stayed on 
the beached ship to operate anti¬ 
aircraft guns - grabbed the silver¬ 
ware before he finally abandoned 
the stricken cruiser. 


Bridport hosts 


HMS BRIDPORT spent a 
busy weekend hosting events 
during her visit to her affiliated 
town of Bridport in Dorset. 

Th e San down -class mine- 
hunter took a party of VIPs to 
sea - including the outgoing 
Lady Mayor of Bridport, 


Councillor Joyce Dun ford, for 
whom it was her final day in 
office. 

Another guest was Lady Hill, 
the ship's sponsor. 

The VIP party joined 
Bridport in Portland, ana saw a 
demonstration of the Sandown 
class's unique propulsion system 


and an air display by a Lynx 
from H15 Naval Air Squadron 
based at the nearby HMS 
Osprey. 

A group of 25 members from 
Bridport Royal Naval 
Association enjoyed lunch on 
the ship the following day. 

Bridport’s rugby club took up 


Busy schedule 
for royal visitor 



A CLUTCH of new develop¬ 
ments at HMS Raleigh kept 
the Duke of Edinburgh busy 
on a recent visit. 

Prince Philip arrived at the 
Cornish establishment by launch, 
and started at the Sea Sense 
Training Centre at Jupiter Point, 
Torpoint, where he laid a founda¬ 
tion stone for a new project due 
for completion early next year. 

When the new development is 
finished, it will provide changing, 
cleaning and domestic facilities 
for ail trainees. 

There will also be a purpose- 
built workshop to replace the 
Nissen huts left over from the 
American occupation of the site, 
which will allow Jupiter Point to 
independently maintain all its 
craft. 

As the holder of the honorary 
rank of Captain General in the 
Royal Marines, the Duke next 
opened the newly-extended 


THE ROYAL Marines Museum 
has been officially re-opened 
by the Duke of Edinburgh, 

In his capacity as the 
Captain General Royal 
Marines, the Duke unveiled a 
plaque to mark the occasion - 
almost 22 years to the day 
since he first opened the new 
museum in the historic 
Officers Mess at Eastney 
Barracks, Portsmouth. 

The museum was founded in 
1958 in the old Artillery 
Divisional School, which stood 
by the barracks main gate. 

Now well into Its four-phase 
‘Grand Design' plan, the muse¬ 
um boasts a hi-tech exhibition 
of the Royal Marines history. 
Including a room dedicated to 


Royal Marines Band complex. 

The work, required to house a 
larger band, includes a recording 
studio, rehearsal suites, and a 
purpose-built rehearsal hall 


the Band Service, facilities for 
the disabled, a new education 
centre and temporary exhibi¬ 
tion areas, and corporate hos¬ 
pitality facilities. 

All has been paid for by the 
museum's Heritage Appeal, 
which has raised more than 
£2.25m, including major grants 
from Hampshire County 
Council, the Bernard Sunley 
Foundation and the National 
Heritage Memorial Fund, 

Among those who watched 
the Duke of Edinburgh unveil 
the plaque were the Gosport 
RMLI Marching Band, and 
members of the RM Volunteer 
Cadet Corps and the Landing 
Craft Gun and Flack 
Association. 


named the Alford Hall after 
Kenneth Alford, military band 
composer and former Director of 
Music of the Plymouth Division 
RM Band from 1930 to 1944. 

Prince Philip then went on to 
rename Dauntless Block, former¬ 
ly the home of the Wrens, as 
Dolphin Block in preparation for 
the move of the Submarine 
School to HMS Raleigh at the 
end of the century. 

The new name commemorates 
the original home of the 
Submarine Service and 
Submarine School in Gosport, 
soon to he the site of the new ti- 
Service Royal Defence Medical 
College. 

The final duty for the Duke 
was to take the salute as Guest of 
Honour at Divisions, where 800 
of the ship’s company and 
trainees went on parade - which 
saw the appearance of the new 
female version of square rig. 

The majority of those present 
on parade were new recruits, who 
had joined the Navy only eight 
weeks previously. 


Duke re-opens museum 



a football challenge on behalf of 
the town, paying the ship's foot¬ 
ball learn in the Mayor's 
Challenge Cup, held by the ship 
since her last visit in 1995. 

The match was played in front 
of an enthusiastic crowd of sup¬ 
porters, including affiliated 
groups such as the Sea Cadets 
from TS Keppel. 

A reception followed the 
match. 

The visit ended with a 
Families Day, when search and 
rescue techniques were demon¬ 
strated by the ship's Clearance 
Diving Element, led by PO(D) 
Nobby Clarke, with a Sea King 
from 819 Naval Air Squadron. 


Emigrated 

The cup stayed with him 
throughout the war, and after¬ 
wards when he emigrated to New 
Zealand. 

Then in 1982 the Swedish train¬ 
ing ship Carlskrona visited New 
Zealand, and Fred, by now a natu¬ 
ralised citizen of the country, 
decided the trophy should be 
restored to the Swedes, 

Last year, after some painstak¬ 
ing research by the secretary of the 
York branch of the Royaf Naval 
Association, the trophy was locat¬ 
ed and the information passed on 
to the Commander Andrew Moll, 
commanding officer of the current 
HMS York, with the suggestion 
that the Stockholm Trophy’s right¬ 
ful home would be with the Type 
42 destroyer. 

So when the Type 23 frigate 
HMS Iron Duke visited Sweden 
the Swedish authorities presented 
the Royal Navy with the trophy for 
a second time, and the trophy was 
finally returned to IIMS York 
when the two ships met up at their 
home port of Portsmouth. 



The Gift Shop' 


BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE 

ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE. £7.50 

BOSUNS CALL: Brass A Copper wltti chain-only E 6.50 

CUFF LINKS: RN Crown, White Ensign, RM, BRNC_pair £ 7.50 

REAL MARCASrTE Navy Crown Brooch £15.00... Sub-Mariners gill brooch_£9.00 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: White Ensign, Royal Navy, Union Jack ____ 

LAPEL BADGES: White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, BRNC, Sailor, 

Britannia, Submariner, RN Anchor, WANS, and many ottws. .. 

TIES: RNA, RNfl, RM, MN—.„£8,5D, FAA, Submarines and othcra. 


-.ea £ 2.95 


1.70 
... £1€.50 


Prlc*s Include P& P. Chequu pays bln to 'Centra I Accts BH N CSend SAE tor more dp 

M THE GIFT SHOP, BRNC, DARTMOUTH. DEVON, TQ6 OH J. 
WP TEL: 01803 677118 FAX: 01803 677015 (Credit Cards Welcome) 




Traditional Naval Products - 

for gifts, awards and presentations 

Authentic 
Bosun’s Calls 

Regulation British-made Naval cals expertly engraved with Name, Rank and Number 
or a message to a girlfriend etc. En presentation box with matching 50'’ neck chain, 
historical notes and a guide to piping- Beware non-functional and untuneable imitations 
2131 Gold-plated call £27.50 2121 Silvcr-piated call £24.95 

2111 Brass/Copper call £19,95 2101 Nickel-plated call £19,95 

Engraving £2,20 per line (up to 18 letters anti spaces - capitals and numbers count as 
two). Up to four lines (two each side). We also supply uneugraved standard nickel Calls 
at £14.95 (ref 2102), 

Top Quality Ship’s Bells 

Q ur 5 |^p' 5 (jgiij arc maimfaciured in the finest tradition - sand-easl 
in solid brass and hand-finished to a beautiful sheen. The 
specification and design is tightly-con (rolled lo meet mariiime 
requirements, the 8" and 12* sizes being DoT approved ami 
certificated for commercial use. 



5081 

4" Brass Ship’s hdl 

£17.95 

5083 

6' 1 Brass Ship’s bell 

£39,95 

5105 

8' 1 Brass Ship’s bell 

£110 

5106 

12" Ship’s bell (no bracket) 

£295 


Engraving - eg vessel name, port and construction 
dale, or achievement accolade. 4" bells: £1.20 per teller 
6 & 8 W bdis: £1.65 per letter. Larger hells on request. 
Postage and handling on all orders (UK mainland. N. Ireland and Scottish Islands) £2,95 
TO ORDER call 01932 253333 or fax 01932 241679 with your credit/debit card 
details or post (cheques alao welcome) lo; 

f Dept NN,Th* Ferry Point, Ferry Lane, 

CJ\Lm Sh^petlod-on-Tham^, Middlesex, 


TW17 9I4J, England. 










































Athletics 
peaches 
new low 



NAVY Athletics sunk to its 
lowest point ever at the 
Interservice championships in 
Portsmouth with neither the 
men or women able to field a 
full team. 

The only hright pan of a dull day 
which ended in torrential rain was 
LWPT Zoe Hamtily finishing third 
in both the 1 CM) and 2tWhn - the only 
Navy athlete to finish in the top 
three all day. 

The overall results were Mens: 
Army 169pts RAF I65pts Navy 
50pts * Women: Army 154pts, RAF 
123pts Navy 40pts, 

Cup final 

But at the Navy Athletics Cup 
Final at Brickfields, Plymouth, a 
It igh ly talented team fro m 
CTCRM won the mens event for 
the sixth lime in succession with 
%pts. 

In the field events, Mne Johno 
Johnston won the hammer, shot 
and discus while CM Spencer- 
Smith (Coilingwood) did a treble 
of high, long and triple jumps. 

On the track, Lt Paul Attwood 
(CTCRM) had a fine double of 
sprint wins in the 100m and 2G0m 
as well as helping the marines to 
win both relays. 

Mne Mark Croasdale, just back 
from two weeks training in the 
Alps, also had an impressive dou¬ 
ble, comfortably winning the 
1500m and 5000m. 

Two other current Navy champi¬ 
ons, Lt Tim Wigham(BRNC) and 
LPT Mick Breed (Sultan) also won 
their respective events of400m and 
800m quite easily. 

Coilingwood were second with 
78pts and BRNC were third with 
68pts, Heron had 58, Sultan had 51 
and Neptune, 38. 

The Ladies event was much 
more closely contended. 
Imerservices bronze medallist 
LWPT Zoe Humbly (Neptune) 
was again in a class of her own, 
comfortably winning the 100m and 
200m events. 

HMS Collingwood's WOM 
Schneider won the HK)m hurdles, 
the long and triple jumps and came 
second in the sprints and the 
javelin. Lt Fisher (Osprey) was 
another double winner in the 4(X)m 
and 800m, 

The ladies team results were 
BRNC 71pts, Osprey and 
Coilingwood cm 65pts T Sultan on 
61 and Neptune on 46pts. 

On the road 

Dai Roberts won the New 
Forest fOm in 53m 51 while A1 
Rich (Osprey) was 6lh and 1st 
Veteran in the Portland 10m in 
56m 48 and Claire Norsworthy 
(CINCFIeet) was the first lady with 
64m 38. 

Paul levick (Heron) was 6th in 
the Charmouth Gold Cap Fell Race 
and Martin Prince (PJHQ) won the 
Chagford Two Hills Race on the 
edge of Dartmoor and was 3rd in 
the Daichet Dash near Windsor. 


Top flight action for the 
Royal Navy rally team 

THE RN Rally team came third in their class after bat¬ 
tling with top national drivers over long tarmac stretches 
during the SimonizTour of Cornwall. 

PO(AC) Pete Hopkins (Capt F6) and LWWTR Tracey Gates (2SL 
Chief of Staff) also set a top thirty time In stage 7 despite having 
35 to 135 less BHP In their Skoda Felicia than many of the other 

Narrow escape 

In July the duo drove In the Enterprise Printing National based 
in Swansea but disaster struck when they took off on a 90- 
degree bend and plunged down a bank into a water pit 

With the nose of the car at 60 degrees and two thirds under the 
water and the pair said that dunker training came in handy as 
they were forced to climb out of the windows. 



CENTURIONS MAKE IT 
A CLOSE RUN FINAL 


WHEN CPO Adams scored 121 
runs for HMS Drake in the Lambs 
Navy Rum Cricket Cup Final he 
would not have expect to end up 
on the losing side writes Pete Catton. 

In the early stages of the competition, 
the finalists, Drake and Dryad, had very 
similar games. 

Drake beat Raleigh by 9 wickets, and Dryad 
beat Excellent by 10 wickets in the first round. 
Then in round two Drake beat Osprey and 
Dryad beat Nelson, both by one wicket. In the 
semis, Drake beat Heron by 6 wickets whilst 
Sultan, last years holders, lost to Dryad by four. 

The final match was a very close-run and 
tense |amc with both teams' matching each 
other right up until the closing stages. 


LAMBS NAVY RUM 
CRICKET CUP FINAL 


Dry ad won the toss and put Drake in. 
Openers, Love and Adams, started slowly but 
gradually increased the scoring until Love was 
first out in the 12th over with a score of 52, 
While the bowling had been good and the 
fielding tight, Adams hatted aggressively and 
picked the bad balls to hit to theboundaTy. 

The second wicket fell in the 2Uth over with 
the score on 99. Adams continued to score 
heavily but wickets started to fall as the bats¬ 
men tried to increase the run rate. 

Cooper and Toogood each took two wickets 
and Slocombe with four benefited from bats¬ 
men trying to force the pace and at the end of 


their allotted 35 overs, HMS Drake were 189 
for nine. 

Dryad's innings closely matched Drakes. 
Knill scored 22 before he was First out in the 
twelfth over with the score at 45, 

Toogood tried to force the pace and was run 
out by a direct throw from the boundary going 
for a second run with the score on 87 in the 20th 
over. 

Bosustow battled well throughout with runs 
mainly coming in ones and two Dryad’s third 
wicket fell on 98 bringing McKeever to the 
wicket and the two started to increase the scor¬ 
ing rate before Bosustow was run out for HH in 
the 33rd over with Dryad’s score at 180. 

Dryad passed the Drake score with seven 
balls and six wickets to spare, Adams and 
Bosustow shared ‘Man of the Match.’ 


RNRU kicks off with new 
President and Selector 

ROYAL Navy Rugby Union kicks off the 97/98 season against Devon at the Rectory, Devonport, 
on October 29 with a new President and Selector. 

Rear Admiral Jonathan Band (ACNS) heads the RNRU committee and CPO Spider Webb (Yeovilton) 
becomes the first-ever rating to hold the post of Selector. 



A huge boost to this year's 
build-up programme before the 
traditional Twickenham show¬ 
down will be the tri-scrvicc tourna¬ 
ment against the Australian and 
New Zealand Navy Senior XVs, 
With a busy international pro¬ 
gramme ahead for the England 
XV, details of how to purchase 


tickets will be released in DCls and 
an early response is recommended. 
The Royal Navy takes on the 
Australians at Portsmouth on 
December 3rd and the Kiwis at the 
Rectory on December 9th. 

The full list of fixtures is given 
on the right. Kick off time is 1900 
unless otherwise stated. 


DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY 

OCTOBER 19th V 
Hampshire at Portsmouth, 
29th V Devon at the Rectory, 
DECEMBER 3rd V Royal 
Australian Navy at 
Portsmouth, 9th V Royal 
Nsw Zealand Navy at the 
Rectory, FEBRUARY 4th V 
Combined London Old 
Boys at Portsmouth (1930), 
11th V the Civil Service at 
Duke's Meadow (1430) ISlh 

V Cornwall at St Austell, 
MARCH 4th V Cambridge 
University at Cambridge 
(1915) 10th V Lydney, 
I7th/feth V Wasps at 
Sudbury, 31 si V Pontypool 
at Pontypool, APRIL 8th V 
Newport at Newport, 14 
Richmond at Richmond, 
25th V the Army at 
Twickenham (1500), MAY 6 

V RAF at Twickenham 
(1500), 

The New Zealand navy 
take on the Royal Marines 
at the Rectory on November 
19th, and the Australian 
navy on November 30th at 
Portsmouth. 


Cornwall keeps Rugby Cup 

HMS CORNWALL Is the first ship since 1974 to retain the 
Midi Ships Rugby Cup, with a 25-10 win over HMS 
Exeter at Saltash. 

Cornwall conceded two tries but LREG Steve Lofthouse 
kicked a penalty to leave the score 10-3 at half time. 

After the break, he kicked another and converted two of 
three tries scored by CWEMO Gary Handly, Lt Chris 
Murdoch and OM James Cameron. 


" Daunting task for golfers in Dorset > 


THERE were some fine performances from 
Navy golfers in the recent fixture against a 
strong Dorset county side played at 
Parkstone Golf Club writes Cdr Gary Skinns . 

Although the Navy team lost the match overall 
by nine points to 6, the county side were on aver¬ 
age two or three shots better on paper. This brings 
the results slightly more into perspective and 
makes some of the individual performances even 
more noteworthy 

Navy Champion, PORT Bill Stretton (Heron) had 
a resounding win in the morning foursomes part¬ 
nering Cpi Joe Sharp (CTCRM) but then found his 
first experience of playing at the top of the singles 
order a daunting experience. 

Bearing in mind that his opponent was a regular 
county first team player off scratch, his 4-3 loss 
was a good performance. Sharp carried his excel¬ 
lent form through to the afternoon and in golfing 
parlance do licenced' his opponents - a 7-6 win. 


There was excellent support down the order, 
particularly from team captain Cdr lan Yuill 
fAFPAA HQ) Lt Peter Smith (DRA Malvern) and Cpi 
Chris Graham (RMR Bristol.) 

Mention should also be made of a stirring fight 
back in the foursomes by Lt Mark Taylor (FOST) 
and his partner Sgt Mark Whitehouse (40 Gdo 
RM.) 

Unlikely half 

The pair found themselves five down with not 
many more holes to play but rallied to achieve a 
most unlikely halved match. 

The performances of WEM Alistair Westbury 
(HMS St Vincent) and PMA Scott Gilbert (DMTC 
Aldershot) were disappointing on this occasion, 
but night watchkeeping and final exams during 
the previous week probably did not help. 

A much-improved Southwick Park course was 
the venue for this year’s Navy Cup Final and it was 


played in unseasonal July rain. 

Seven teams contested the 36-hole Stabieford 
competition and only ten points separated the 
first five after the morning round. But HMS Heron 
were one of the few sides to improve in the after¬ 
noon and went on to win comfortably from last 
year’s victors, HMS Drake. 

Individual honours went to CPO Roger Parry 
(HMS Heron) with a very creditable 78 points who 
pipped POWTR Steve Searle (Dryad) by one point. 

By the time of going to press, the Royal Navy 
team to play in this year's Interservices will have 
been selected. This is the premiere event of the 
year and the one that the whole squad strive to be 
picked for 

If takes place from September 22 to 25 at 
Formby Golf Club and any support for the team, 
particularly in caddying, would be most welcome. 
For details contact the Secretary of the Royal 
Navy Golf Association. 


In brief 


Challenge for 
Rugby League 

ROYAL NAVY Rugby League is 
continuing to build on it's early suc¬ 
cess and plans a series of warm-up 
games before facing the GB Under 
23 Xlll in Portsmouth on 
September 17. 

A game against RAF Brize 
Norton on August 28 should heip 
to blood the players and help the 
selectors. 

Another is planned for the 
London Broncos. The team has 
also been invited to the Grant Cup 
at RAF Bruggen, Germany, in 
October. 

This will be the RN’s first 
chance to take on the other 
Service teams and foreign opposi¬ 
tion. 

□ Don’t forget, the inaugural 
match at Burnaby Road is free and 
there are two bars and a raffle for 
a signed Wigan shin. Kick off is at 
7.30pm 

Canaries club 

NORWICH City fans SA 
Rob Stephens and 
LA(PHOT) Neil Hall have 
set up a supporters club for 
followers of the Canaries in 
the RN and RM. 

The ‘N.F.C.Sea 1 is believed to 
be the first of Its kind in the 
Forces. 

Fans should apply for mem¬ 
bership details to SA Rob 
Stephens, 2F Mess, HMS 
Birmingham, BFPO 228 
enclosed a large SAE. 

Netball tour 

MALTA was the venue for this 
year’s RN(W) Netball 
Association Tour with a squad 
of ten players playing five 
matches during a busy week. 

The competition was of a high 
standard and with temperatures 
soaring into the 90s the team 
played with determination and 
enthusiasm but only managed two 
wins. 

Doc called up 

EX-DEVON PORT Services 
open side flanker PO Mike 
‘Doc* Cox who plays for 
Malone RFC was selected 
to play for Northern Ireland 
Combined Services against 
Ulster. 

100km cycle 

THE RN&RM Cycling 
Association came 13th in the 
National Team TTial 
Championships at Exeter. 

On a windy day PO Aran 
Stanton, CPO Russ Forsdick 
(Neptune) PO Rob Wilson and 
Sgt Nick Harwood (RMB 
Chive nor) faced two laps of an 
undulating 50km course. 

Almost 30 of the country’s top 
teams took part and the RN Team 
finished in a very respectable 2 
hours 31 minutes 2. 

The event was won by North 
Wirral Vclo, who boasted four 
internationals, in 2 hours 11 min¬ 
utes 55. 



A TOTAL of 160 golfers 
turned out for the KGFS 
Golf Day at the China Fleet 
Club. 

Teams from as far afield as 
Scotland, Portsmouth and 
Bristol travelled to Saltash for 
the competition which went 
well despite worries about the 
weather. 

The competition, organised 
by S/Lt Brian Hayes with the 
assistance of LPT Dave My nett 
and the PT staff at HMS Drake 
raised £2,300 for the seafarers' 
charity. 
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• S/Lt Austin Coventry who shared the doubles and mixed dou¬ 
bles titles as well as becoming men 's singles champion. 

TENNIS TITLES 


S/LT AUSTIN COVENTRY from Dartmouth defeated Cdr 
Simon Brand to take the 1997 RN Lawn Tennis Championships 
mem singles title in Portsmouth. 

Coventry and Brand then teamed up win the men's doubles title beat¬ 
ing Cdr Rob Ross hard! and Lt Rob Skidmore. 


Wren Maria Parr defeated PO 
Jeannie Rone in the ladies singles, 
hut PO Bone teamed up with Lt 
Cdr Carolyn Cmmplin to over¬ 
come Wren Parr and Ll Caroline 
Doughty to win the ladies doubles. 
Major Stuart Barnes won the 
veterans singles and Lieutenant 
Commanders Nick Alves and John 
Rimron the doubles. 


The ladies veteran doubles was 
won by Cdr Maggie Cole and Mrs 
Anne Saunders, the Mens Plate by 
Lt Sudhir Tailor and the Ladies 
Plate by Cdr Cole. 

S/Lt Coventry and Wren Parr 
then rounded-off a most successful 
championships by winning the 
mixed doubles with Cdr and Mrs 
Brand runners-up. 


T 

Discounted Sports 
Supplements to the 
Naval Forces 




On the crest of a wave 


Destroyer squadrons 
stage summer games 

HMS TEMERAIRE was the venue for two Destroyer Squadron 
Summer Olympiads where the sailors battled ft out over half a 
dozen different sports. 

The Third Destroyer Squadron events included golf, cricket, hockey, 
football squash and volleyball and earned a combined team from HMS 
Glasgow and HMS Birmingham first place with a total of 42 points. 

The cricket produced the best 
results with two individual hun¬ 
dreds being scored in a fiercely 
fought competition. 

HMS York, who completely 
dominated the squash, came joint 
second with HMS Edinburgh on 
26pts with HMS Nottingham close 
behind on 24, 

The crowd kept the atmosphere 
at fever pilch throughout the day 
and a BBQ ensured all the com¬ 
petitors and guests were well fed. 

Fifth time 


A few weeks later it was the turn 
of the Fifth Destroyer Squadron 
and they took full advantage of the 
rare spell of good weather and the 


even rarer event of four squadron 
ships being alongside. 

Sailors from HMS Cardiff, 
Manchester, Southampton and 
Newcastle look each other on at 
volleyball, rounders, softball and 
football amongst other games. 

The final event was a 4xlO0m 
relay which saw the four COs rac¬ 
ing the final leg, with Cdr David 
Halliday of HMS Manchester 
leading his team home. 

Manchester was the overall win¬ 
ner and Cdr Halliday was present¬ 
ed with a trophy by the Captain of 
the Fifth Destroyer Squadron, 
Captain Hugh Ed lesion. 

Both squadrons put the success 
of the olympiads down to the hard 
work of their PTIs, 


• LS Hindie of HMS 
Manchester, the eventual win¬ 
ner of the 5th Destroyer 
Squadron's Olympiad at HMS 
Temeraire, hits out for a home 
run in the softball competition 
while sporting the latest 
trendy head gear. 


Ironman 

challenge 


IN TYPICAL Canary Island 
heat and ferocious wind, three 
Royal Marines from CTCRM 
took on the 3.8km swim* 
180km bike ride and 42km run 
Ironman challenge, 

CpI Chris Ray, Mne Colby 
Kncalc and CpI Paul Timmons 
joined 6(MI other honed athletes in 
one of triathlon’s severest tests. 

The winner completed the 
course in just over nine hours. 
The RM limes were: Mne Kneale 
10:21:11 (2nd Brit, 40th overall) 
Cpl Ray 10:40:53 {3rd Brit, 58th 
overall) and Cpl Timmons 
11:04:04 (7th Brit, 85th overall,) 
Lt Cdr Peier Walker finished 
the Nice Triathlon 4km swim, 
UMJkm bike ride and 30km run in 
6:56:56 and Mne Mark Ball ha., 
qualified Tor the Hawaii Ironman 
World Championship next month 
after finishing the Ironman 
Europe, his first, in 9 hours 21. 




THE RN and RM Surfing Association hosted the annual 
championships at Sennen Cove, near Lands End and 
attracted 18 competitors from across the UK, 

The Open Competition winner was AEM Simon Parry (Osprey) 
the mini-mal winner POP! Mike Murphy (Seahawk) and the long- 
board winner was NA George Besford (Seahawk.) 

Although surfing is not yet officially recognised by the RN/RM 
Sports Council, POPT Murphy is a British Surfing Association 
Instructor and Culdrose has wetsuits and boards suitable for 
beginners. If you would like to try surfing under supervision, 
contact him at RNAS Culdrose Sports Centre on extension 2265. 

RIGHT: Open event champion AEM Simon Parry t on the 
crest of a wave! 


'Dinghy delight' 
on Isle of Wight 

AFTER ten years of narrow defeats, the Royal Navy Dinghy Sailing Team won 
the Interservice Keelboat Championships held at Seaview on the Isle of Wight. 

And victory was doubly sweet for Captain David Wines and his crew who had already won the 
individual Gold Cup the day before. 


Testing wind conditions put a premium on good 
tactics and sail handling by the helmsmen and crews 
and the team racing was described as 'chess on water. 7 

But ihc Navy made all the right moves and in die 
final race against the Army, entertained spectators 
ashore with a tack for tack battle to a cliff-hanging fin¬ 
ish, resulting in a win for the Navy by 19 points to 17. 

The Final results were: Royal Navy 2 wins. Army 1 
win, RAF no wins. 

Not to he outdone by the RN offshore yachtsmen 
competing in the Southern Cross series ¥ Down Under' 


in the New Year, the dinghy team is looking forward 
to the South African Navy 75th Anniversary 
Challenge Regatta in Si mo us town later this month. 

international opposition 

They will be up against teams from South Africa, 
Australia, New Zealand, Germany, Spain, Denmark, 
India and Pakistan amongst others. 

While keen to cement international relations, the 
team say that they will he pulling out all the stops to 
make the traditional impression on the opposition. 


• Wren Carrie Cuss in her element She won the ladies event for 
the second year running. Picture: w(phot) lou Overstock. 

RAPID SUCCESS 

THE DECISION to hold this year’s slalom and wild water 
racing championships on consecutive summer days 
ensured an excellent turn-out. 

The slalom championships were held on the River Dee at 
Llangollen and Cpl Nick Redshaw RM proudly won the men's 
event for the first time. 


LWEM At Ramsey (Neptune) 
won the single-seat canoe tro¬ 
phy and the two-man canoe 
title went to Cpl Redshaw and 
Chris Barber. 

The wild water champi¬ 
onships were held near Bala 
and the open event and single¬ 
seat canoe titles both went to 
LWEM Ramsey. 


The two-man event was won 
by Redshaw and Barber and 
the ladies event went to Wren 
Carrie Cuss (Collingwood) for 
the second time. 

□ For details of slalom 
canoeing, call Cpl Redshaw on 
9375 36320 and for wild water 
racing call Lt Cdr Gibson on 
95371 6824. 


Polo victory is fourth on the trot 

THE NAVY lifted the Bundle Cup 
polo trophy for the fourth year 
running when they played the 
Army at Tidworth, 

Prince Charles again captained the 
Navy team for the prestigious match, 
played on a brilliantly sunny day in 
front of 3,000 spectators. 

The Navy took an early lead when a 
shot by the Prince was diverted by 
Cdr Richard Mason before HRH added 
two penalty goals and a spectacular 
cut shot through the uprights after a 
fast run down the length of the field. 

Lt Cdr Ian Annett saved a penalty 
shot in mid air but the Army scored 
after a melee in the Navy goal mouth. 

Further goals from Prince Charles, 

Cdr Mason and Lt Adrian Aplin made 
a convincing final score of 7-1, the 
highest winning margin for years. 

Prizes were presented by the 
Second Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce and a significant amount of 
money was raised for INSPIRE, a 
charity for those suffering spinal 

injuries. • The Royal Navy on the way to victory in the Bundle Cup . Prince Charles (right) was in particularly good form , 
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Big welcome home for global task group ships 


Marine 
dies 
at 103 


THE OLD EST su rv tv i ng 
Royal Marine, former CSM 
George Finch, has died at the 
age of 103. 

tic joined the RM Light 
Infantry in 190K and during World 
War t was awarded the DSM for 
his part in the sinking of a U-boat 
by the merchant cruiser HMS 
Qropesa in 1915. 

Later in the war he survived the 
sinking of the cruiser [ IMS Drake, 
going on to complete 24 years" ser¬ 
vice before joining the Royal 
Marines Police, lie retired in 
1958. 

In October, at a gathering at the 
Imperial War Museum, George 
Finch met Jack Gearing, at 102 
the oldest former Naval rating and 
the last RN survivor of Gallipoli, 
Jack died earlier this year. 

Death of Prince 
of Wales’ most 
senior survivor 

THE MOST senior surviving offi¬ 
cer of the sinking of HMS Prince 
of Wales has died aged 95 at his 
home in Twyford, Hampshire, 

Cdr Arthur Greg Sktpwith was 
First Lieutenant of the battleship 
when she and the battlecruiser 
HMS Repulse were sunk in a 
Japanese air attack off Malaya in 
December 1941. 

His long Naval career spanned 
four decades, and ended when he 
retired in 1947, After the Japanese 
surrender in 1945 he was a mem¬ 
ber of the Naval party which 
opened the port. 

He was also the author of the 
Ad m i ra 11 y T s Da mage Co n l ro 1 
Handbook of the time. 

The last surviving 
escapee from the top-secu¬ 
rity PoW camp at Colditz 
Castle, Cdr Billie Stephens, 
has also died, aged 85, 

Cdr Stephens, as a lieutenant in 
the RNVR, was captured on the St 
Nazaire raid in 1942 and spent less 
than two months at Colditz before 
escaping successfully with four 
other prisoners, including Capt 
Pat Reid RASC. 

Cdr Stephens was a holder of 
the DSC and Bar and the French 
Medaitle Mililaire. 

Gib gets first 
tri-Service 
provost unit 

THE FORMER HMS Rooke in 
Gibraltar has new tenants with the 
creation of the first totally tri- 
Service provost unit. 

The old Gibraltar Joint Provost 
Unit (GJPU) has been disbanded 
and replaced by a new, 28-mem¬ 
ber Gibraltar Provost and 
Security Unit, an amalgamation of 
the GJPU, RAF Police and securi¬ 
ty representatives or all the 
Services. 

There are now three RN 
Regulators on the Rock - LREGs 
Perry Bruce, Jay Jaycock and Mac 
McCaffrey, 


Monmouth off 
to W. Africa 


TYPE 23 frigate HMS Mon¬ 
mouth leaves this month for 
deployment to the Eastern 
Atlantic off the coast of West 
and Southern Africa. 

The ship is scheduled to 
leave Devonport on September 
5, and will return early next 
year. 


Ship firefighters 
win praise over 
Cattistock blaze 


MEMBERS of the ship's 
company of HMS Cattistock 
arc being praised for their 
swift action in bringing a seri¬ 
ous engine-room fire under 
control in the minehuntcr. 

The Hunt-class vessel was 
crippled by the blaze during an 
exercise in I he Solent with her 
fellow ships in NATO’s Standing 
Naval Force Channel. No one 
was injured and the fire was 
quickly doused thanks to swift 
and effective damage control, 
said a Royal Navy spokesperson. 




The fire is believed to have 
started when a high pressure air 
bottle, used lo start the star¬ 
board main engine, exploded 
and damaged a fuel lank. This 
caused a fireball which left the 
ship via the starboard airlock 
access, starting secondary fires in 
a battery store and gash stowage 
on the sweep deck. 

Once the fires were out, 
Cattistock was towed to 
Portsmouth by the Danish 
minelayer Falster. It is believed 
that repairs to the damaged ship 
will take weeks. 


Ocean Wave 
rails ashare 

AS NAVY NEWS went to press thousands of sailors were approaching the 
shores of Britain after seven months at sea on exercise Ocean Wave 97. 


• Assault ship HMS Fearless, one of the first warships to return 
from the seven-month Ocean Wave deployment, enters 
Portsmouth to a rousing reception. 

Picture. LA(PHOT) Richard Thompson , FPU. 


When HMS Fearless arrived 
home on August 4 she was wel¬ 
comed back to Portsmouth by 
Royal Marines bandsmen and 
cheering crowds on the jetty 
and Round Tower, 

An even bigger turn-out was 
expected for the arrival on August 
28 of HMS Illustrious, HMS 
Gloucester and HMS Richmond at 
Pompey and HMS Beaver, Traf¬ 
algar and Trenchant at Devonport. 

Armed Forces Minister Dr John 
Reid was flying out to IIMS 
Illustrious to welcome home the 
flagship of the exercise and meet 
the Commander of the UK Task 
Group, Rear Admiral Alan West. 

At Devonport, Deputy Flag 
Officer Submarines, Commodore 
Tim McClemcnt, was greeting 
IIMS Trafalgar, the first British 
nuclear submarine to circumnavi¬ 
gate the globe through the Suez 
and Panama canals, and IIMS 
Trenchant, the last submarine lo be 
in Hong Kong. 

Ocean Wave would not have 

Anglesey saves 
two on Atlantic 
boat voyage 

HMS ANGLESEY went to the 
rescue of a 67-year-old man and 
his grandson after their boat was 
almost smashed to pieces in a col¬ 
lision with a Chinese freighter. 

The 45ft sloop Soy Yun lost her 
mast and all her communications 
equipment in the crash 130 miles 
south of the Seiily Isles, 

Canadian skipper lan Jackson, 
who was sailing from New York to 
Cornwall with his seven-year-old 
grandson Christopher, managed 
lo stabilise his vessel and continue 
under engine power. But il was 
two days before a French fisher¬ 
man spotted his damaged vessel 
and raised the alarm. 


Britannia's last holiday 


FAMILIES of Royal Yachtsmen bid bon voy¬ 
age to the Queen at Portsmouth Naval Base 
before she embarked in HMY Britannia for 
the ship s last Western Isles voyage. 

Britannia was taking members of the Royal 
Family on their annual summer holiday trip to the 
Scottish islands before she is due to be decom¬ 
missioned at the end of the year. 


been possible without the Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary: RFAs Gina, Fort 
Austin, Fori George and Sir 
Percivalc are all on their way in. 

And Sir Galahad and Sir 
Geraint are making their way 
back from South Africa 
where 40 Commando Group 
have just completed the 
largest international exer¬ 
cise there since the end of 
Apartheid. 

Almost 700 RM Commandos 
and a troop of Dutch Marines 
joined forces with the South 
A frican Defence Force for I he 
exercise on one of the biggest live 


firing ranges in the world - 3,400 sq 
kms. 

Speaking from South Africa, 
Major Simon Shadboll said: “The 
combined arms field firing involved 
anti-tank missiles, mortars, heli¬ 
copter live firing, our own battery 
of 105mm guns and some veiy 
heavy supporting fire from South 
African multi-launch rocket sys¬ 
tems and 155 mins* 

“There are only a few main areas 
where you can do something on 
this scale and it is certainly the 
largest wc have taken part in for 
some lime." 1 

■ Full report and pictures in 
next month’s Ncny News . 


Plans to end the ship’s service have not been 
altered by an unsolicited proposal by a private 
company to refit her for about £50 million. 

A Ministry of Defence spokesman told Navy 
News that the proposal to overhaul her for 20-30 
years further service could not be rejected out of 
hand and therefore was being studied. However, 
he stressed that decommissioning plans had not 
changed. 


SUBSCRIBE TO 
JSWVAVY NEWS 
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receive Navy News, delivered to 
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Options 


WELLINGTON SCHOOL, WELLINGTON, SOMERSET TA21 8NT 
Telephone: 01823 668800 Facsimile: 01823 668844 
E mail: Wellmgsch@aol.com 
www: http\\members.aol.com\wellschool\ 

Registered Orarity No. 310268 to provide quality education for children 


COME AND SEE THE SCHOOL IN ACTION TALK TO PUPILS & STAFF 
SEE THEM A T WORK VIEW THE EXCELLENT FACILITIES 

CO EDUCATIONAL, 10 -18 YEARS, DAY & HOARDING SCHOOL, REALISTIC FEES 


AN 

ADVERTISING 

FEATURE 


WELLINGTON SCHOOL 

OPEN 

MORNING 

Saturday 4th. October 
930 a.m. -12 noon 


All the pieces 
ol the puzzle 

E arly in our married life, once we had managed to 
purchase a flat with occasional mould on the 
bathroom walls, my husband and I scoured the 
papers for the bargain car, writes Deborah Forbes ; Head of 
Queen Anne's School, Caversham. 

All too rapidly we learnt that ‘good runner 1 meant ‘you may just 
manage to drive it hack home’; and ‘low mileage' meant 'it’s been 
round the dock at least once before'. 

Now, many years on, 1 hope we've become a little better at choosing 
both houses and cars, achieving (wiih only a little regret) the balance 
between what we would really like and what we can actually afford. 

The lessons we learned the hard way arc that you get what you pay for, 
you need expert advice and, even so, you can be dead unlucky. 

So why am I reminiscing about the property and vehicle element of my 
Family history, when 1 am supposed to be writing about choosing schools? 

Weil, there are similarities: buying your child's education is going to 
cost you a great deal of money. You are investing in your child's future, 
you want quality and flexibility. But you can be unlucky, too - you can 
make a mistake. 

The big difference lies in the fact that you are not dealing with 
Cotswold stone or power steering but with your child, in whom you have 
already invested love, care, tenderness and hope. 

If you can change your car every two years, you can relish the brand 
new, gleaming luxury - but if you change your child's school that often, 
the results may be cosily to the family in more than cash terms. 

At the same time as we perused the columns of the newspaper, we 
entered competitions to win new cars. I was always a sucker for the ones 
where you have to rank features in order of importance, using the rating 
scale A to J - fuel injection, synehromeshed gears, leather upholstery', 
spacious boot and so on. 

And now 1 really am getting to the point - make your own list of 
priorities in choosing a school. 

After all, you must know what you do or don’t like ahout the primary 
or prep school your child currently attends. You must have some idea of 
his or her abilities and aptitudes. You must be able to identify facilities 
and opportunities that you would like to be available to your son or 
daughter, even if you choose the school for the state-of-the-art chemistry 
labs and the determined child spends its life in the Art block, having 
developed an allergic reaction to all commonly used chemicals. 

S eriously, list your criteria. Then phone for prospectuses, consult 
the head teacher and go to Open Days, Six schools are quite 
enough (you don't test drive every car on the forecourt!) but 
start in good lime if you can, generally two years before the move. 

When you can narrow your choice down to two or three, make an 
appoint men I lo see the Head. 1 always respect the parents w ho bring out 
a list of questions to ask me and never mind how searching or how simple 
they are. remember, you are the customer and you are making a crucial 
decision. 

Nowadays, most independent schools arc going to offer similar 
facilities, although there will be minor differences. Whether the school 
has an indoor heated swimming pool or an impressive new r sports hall may 
or may not he important to you, 

1 could give you heaps of advice on what to look for, how to interpret 
league tables and what to ask the current pupils, but [ won't. If you do 
your preparation carefully, you will find all the answers you need. After 
all, you only have to match what the school offers with what you want for 
your child. 

My advice to parents is always to ask themselves, ‘Can I imagine my 
daughter here?' (mine is a girls’ school). ‘Do T want her to be like the girls 
1 have met here? Would she make friends with them? Can I picture her 
being happy here?" 

If the answer is solidly ‘yes', you're probably right. But don’t forget to 
go back for one last survey. A final test drive. 


The Complete 
Financial Service 


gan 


’ Savings plans i. ii 
• Pension planning ,t 
■ Lump sum investments iiun 
■ Critical illness benefit n 
* House purchase 
- future & immediate iv, m 
* Company pensions » 

* Children's education planning 1 h 
* Permanent disability benefit ii 

■. Product (if GAN Pep Lid 

ii. PttHfuLlA iff GAN Lik 1 A PerctixttU I'lc 

iii. Producj itf LuUile SA 
iv. Lenders nnl associated wilh GAN 
v. Provided by a sister company, TcmdhJjne. 
v ii. Advice not regulated under llte Financial Servkei 
Aci im, 

For mure infurmaliun eunlLici 

(JAVN BKTT1NSQR1 

l man vial CmrauUwl. 

Td:( Day) 01752 2*01% 

Fax: 01752 2*0223 


GAN Giuinciul Serrkrs b an uppt4nled 
rrpirrenliiiivt of eumpanta in the CAN marketing 
l&roup which Provide life insurance, prnsnmn, 
ptrwifld equity pbiu arid unit touts. 
Members «l I he marketing group #rr reguhilnl by 
■he PeruKuil Investment Authority for investment 
business. 


It is not unusual to 
find Mrs Deborah 
Forbes Headmistress 
of Queen Annes, in 
her study holding an 
informal discussion 
with several of her 
sixth form pupils 


WHICH SCHOOL? 


/S/S, the Independent Schools' Information Service 
provides up-to-date authoritative advice for parents. 
Send 2 x first class stamps for FREE handbook of 
junior and senior boarding/day 
schools in the South and West. 

tSIS, Skippers, Shipton Lane r 
Burton Bradstock, Dorset, 

DT6 4NQ, Tel: 01300 898045 


Speak with Phil Radford firstI 
JndmmtelfU Mortgage & 
Financial Adviser 


Am o 

Centurion Kinanciul Services 

RM S, Drake. 
Devonporl, 

Plymouth. PI .2 3BG 
Wk: (01752)555871 
Fax: (01752) 555920 
R.N: x 55871 

CcnluTwn I’lmncml ire mm. is an AppmntoS 
Representative of In v esurient Strategies (UK) Ud,. 
7 Mwlin ^ivni. Alifiiklnm. Clunliirt WAI4 iQe 
R egistered In England ZlMZtrf 




PLANNING FOR 


INDEPENDENCE 


AND COUNTING THE COST... 
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OARDING OPPORTLMTIES IN HISTORIC WINCHESTER 


- High quality staff and accommodation 
* Places available in thriving, high-achieving schools 
* Full 11-16 provision, particular opportunities in music and spoils 
r Access to Winchester, fine city of history and culture * No charge for tuition 
* The very best of the maintained sector - £4,700 per annum 


THE WESTGATE 

Senior House Parent 
KolhcrEv (SW9) 

Links Road 

Winchester S0225HP 
Tel: 01962 865509 
Fax: 01962 855241 

VIDEOS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 
IMG (O'Educational 
i ^QfftpntafHihre 
Uirh Boarding Onljf 



KINGS’SCHOOL 


Krnnsey Road (SW9) 
Winchester 
SO22 5PN 
Tel 01962 861161 
Fax. 01962 849224 

1146 Co-Educational 
Comprehensive 
Buys Bearding On tv 


DETAILS AVAILABLE FROM THE SCHOOLS 


MOFFATS SCHOOL 

for BOYS & GIRLS 4 to 13 + 

A happy family school in beautiful countryside on the 
SHROPSHIRFJWORCESTERSHIRE border 
proud of our long association with Service families 

• Over 90% of our pupils are full boarders 

• Small classes; high round achievement without stress 

• Expert help and suppon for Dyslexia and other special needs 
% Cl ass work balanced by many activities incl. music, art & drama 

• All games and riding taught in our 100-acre grounds 

• Our own escorts to and from major stations and all UK airports 

• Hospitality and fun for children in at half-tenm and exeats 
% Scholarships & bursaries: please ask foh details 

Kinlet Hall, nr BEWDLEY 
Worts, DY12 3AY 


Tel: (01299) 841230 



THE ROYAL SCHOOL, HAMPSTEAD 

lYimtpul Mr- C \ Sih-on It \ fOxonj 

INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 7 - 18 YEARS 


A HOME FROM HOME FOR YOUR DAUGHTER 

Here in Hampstead, your daughter can receive an excellent 
education whilst studying in a caring, happy and secure 
environment. We provide: 

* A broad based curriculum, well qualified stall and small classes 

* Flourishing activities including Sport, Drama, Dance, and Music. 

* Modem accommodation with good facilities* 

* Frequent educational and cultural visits* 

* Escort service lor young girts !o travel termini. 

* Very competitive fees closely related to Boarding School Allowance 


Please contact: 

Thu Admissions Secretary, The Ron a! School, 
Hampstead, 65 Rossivn Hill* London NW3 51 D, 
Tel: (H71-794 7707 



OPEN DAY 

Saturday 18th October 9.30am-12 noon 


The Duke of Kent School is an IAPS 
co-edueational school for 160 children aged 
4'13. Set in beautiful grounds and offering 
superb facilities, we provide a caring and happy 
environment for each of our pupils, with an 
emphasis on personal (union and individual 
development. 

If you would like to find out more about us, 
come along to our Open Day on October 18th 
when the Headmaster, staff and children will 
be happy to answer your questions and show 
you around. 

Duke of Kent School 

Ewhutst, Cranietgh, Surrey GU6 7NS 
Tel: Cranleigh (01483) 277313 Fax: (01483) 273862. 






S ERVICE Children’s Education is dedicated to the 
educational welfare of service families. It offers 
objective and impartial advice on the schooling 
opportunities open to your children, irrespective of 
whether they are in maintained or independent schools. 
Overseas, it provides a firs! class system of schools and educa* 
tional support services. There are currently SCE schools in 
Belgium* Germany* the Netherlands, Sardinia, Cyprus, Gibraltar* 
Brunei, Naples, Denmark* the Falklands and Belize, 

In particular, ils careers guidance service is as available to pupils 
attending or who have attended independent schools or UK LEA 
schools* as it is to pupils in schools it maintains itself. 

It operates in accordance with sound UK practice including the 
delivery of the National Curriculum. Us schools are supported by 
the Child Guidance and Careers Guidance services. 

Teachers in SCE schools must have recognised UK profession¬ 
al qualifications and 80 per cent of them are recruited specially 
from the UK, The rest are recruited locally, being dependants of 
service personnel and other civilians - but the requirement for 
professional qualifications and the duties placed on these teachers 
are the same as for UK-based staff 
SCE examination results place it among the leading education 
authorities in the UK. Reports by the Office for Standards in 
Education* who provide an independent inspection service for its 
schools, have been consistently good for a number of years. SCE 
also has its own internal inspection advisory service which pro¬ 
vides extensive and varied in-service training facilities to ensure 
that its schools are up to date with UK developments. 

F or those about to be posted abroad or about to return to 
the UK there are advisory services to help with placement 
of children in UK boarding schools or schools overseas. 
This part of the organisation also provides assistance and advice 
to parents with children with special educational needs and can 
also assist service personnel with problems they may encounter on 
resettling their children into UK schools on their return from 
abroad. 


?f f TTTffIIT? If?T!TTTTf 


* WARMINSTER SCHOOL * 

► WILTSHIRE, ENGLAND + 


► 

► 


Does your son or daughter need 
..smaller classes...individual attention? 

At Warminster we offer:- 

★ A FULL range from 4 to 18 years 

★ A Traditional English Education 
it Existing Strong Links with Ex-pairiate and Service Families 

★ Excellent Facilities Including.,Networked Computers, 
Astroturf Pitches, Extensive site. Squash Courts, Sports 
Hall & Library with Multimedia Reference 

★ Smaller Cl asses.,average size 15 in years 10 & 11 
it Special Support Facilities (e.g for mild dyslexia) 

★ Good Acedemic Results (over 80% A-C pass at GCSE) 
it Scholarships to recognise special talents at ll+, 13+ 

Sl 16 +.plus a wide range of Extra-curricular activities 

CAN YOU AFFORD NOT TO GIVE YOUR CHILD THE BEST? 







Warminster School, Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire, BA 12 8PJ ^ 


► TEL: 01985 213038 FAX: 01985 214129 

^ Q H-miti I on: - i rlemcl: 106032.3017<S>compuscrvc. com 

^ Q Visit our home page on: 

► htlp//ixi rwor Id .conipuj^rv c. L'oin/bomcpiiggs/wajm tnslci^cht kj t 

^ Warminster School is a registered charity providing education for boys and girls. 
^ Registered charity No. 1042204 


THE 

DUKE OF YORK’S 
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL 
DOVER 


♦ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and 
retired members of the RN/RM, RAF and British Army 

♦ 490 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers 

♦ Caring family atmosphere 

♦ Pupil: Teacher ratio 10: 1, Average class size 16 

♦ Excellent record in GCSE. BTEC, National Diploma, 
GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university 

♦ Low fees of £275 per term whether serving or retired 

+ Ask about the value added dimension to our academic 
work. 



Further enquires to: 

Headmaster - The Duke of York’s School 
Dover CT15 5EQ 

Phone: (01304) 245024 


Except for veiy small isolated detachments, primary schools are 
established in all overseas commands. All secondary schools are 
run on comprehensive lines. 

Transfer from primary to secondary schools is usually at age 11, 
although in some areas children will transfer at age 8 or 9 from a 
first school to a middle school and again into a secondary school 
at age 13. In Gibraltar* St Christophers School caters for children 
aged 5 yrs to 12 yrs. 

“Qur atm is that postings abroad should not hinder a child's 
educational development in any way, so our schools replicate as 
closely as possible what's going on in the UK,” SCE Chief 
Executive David Wadsworth told Navy News . 

“We try to give an opportunity for children to learn something 
of the host nation language and culture - but the main advantage 
is that they are getting a British education. 

“We follow the British/Welsh National Curriculum as closely as 
possible so that tomorrow, if you get posted back to t he UK, your 
children will have no interruption in their schooling. 


O ne of the greatest challenges to our teachers is the 
frequency with which numbers change. They will 
turn over around 30 per cent of their population in 


any one year. 

“For that reason we have had a long-running argument with the 
people who give us the funds that we do need a more generous 
pupil-teacher ratio. Thus far that is an argument that has pre¬ 
vailed - and long may it do so. 

“So long as we are abroad in any numbers and people want to 
be accompanied by their families we will be there to provide a 
British-type education. A lot depends on the outcome of the now 
Government's defence review. 

“As it stands, we educate 15,000 children - as many as a small 
education authority in the UK. We are an agency of the Ministry 
of Defence and like all agencies we have targets. Some of those 
targets are are examination and assessment performance. 

“We are ahead of the UK average at all key stages of assessment 
- and at GCSE and A-level performance. So, touch wood, we’re 
not doing too badly.” 

• SCE(UK) may be contacted at Worthy 
Down, Winchester, tel 01962 880880 ext 2945, 


Wykeham House School 

East Street, Fareham 

G.S.A INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
( Aged 2 V. - 16) 

For further information please contact 
The Headmistress, Mrs R.M. Kamaryc 
Tel: (01329) 280178 Fax: (01329) 823964 
Em ai l; wykehamJareham.pr@campus.ht.co 


BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Roche Court, Wickham Road, 
FAREHAM. POI7 5BL 

Co-educational Nursery & Preparatory School (Day & Boarding) 
Nursery school: rising 3-5 years 
Preparatory Department: 5-13 years 
GIRLS' BOARDING FACILITY NOW AVAILABLE 
Family atmosphere * Large Sports Grounds * Strong Forces Link 
For full details of Scholarships and a Prospectus 
Please Telephone: Fareham (01329) 280955. Reg Chant* 307346 


Royal Hospital School 

Holbrook, Suffolk. IP9 2RX 
Tel 01473 326210 

Fax 01473 326213 EM ail rhsrhs® rmplc .co. u k 

•Excellent nil-mm id education with high academic standards. 

* Magnificent 200 acre site on the hanks of the River Stour with first 
class sports faedities, and a particular tradition in sailing. 

•A 'traditional* approach to good manners and behaviour. 

■All eleven hoarding houses have been extensively modernised, 
•Excellent Design and Technology faculty. 

*A networked computer system serving all departments. 

•Fine musical tradition including Marching Band. 

Chapel Choir and School Orchestra, 

•All Yrs 9,10,11, take an active part in C.C.F, 

Fees related to forces B.S.A, 

Maximise 

Your 
Child’s 
Potential 

Open Days: Sat 4th October & Sat 15th November 1997 

East Anglia's largest HMC and co-educational 
full boarding school offering special 
concessions to the children and grand children 
of seafarers. 
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ad of the average 



Newlands 

An education for life 

Day <£ hoarding for girls and hoys 2*h~ 18 years 

* Fees in line with Ihc BSA 


* A high percentage of 
FORCES hoarders 


' I tmmm mmm m, . m 


HELENSBURGH 

PARK LODGE SCHOOL 

CO-ED DAY 2i/i -12 years 


Traditional academic education 
•> Individual tuition within small classes 
•> Happy caring environment 
v Many sporting and recreational activities 
❖ Additional care olfered from 8am until 5,50pm 

PARK LODGE SCHOOL 
17 Charlotte street * IIden*burgh - Dunbartonshire 
TEL: 01430 673008 


TRINITY 



MOYLES COURT SCHOOL 
Ring wood * Hampshire 


A small fnrndiy and taring jie -hunt ttftr in the f^r.winai dewtrtpment of children of ait Mil tits 


A co-educationai ISA School Tof children aged 3-16 with boarding facilities from the age of 8. 
The ft me 17ih century house is situated on the edge ofc the New Forest. Modem teaching blocks 
offer excellent facilities for smajl dun with individual tuition, 30 extra curricular aciiviiiccand 
the major sports arc coached to a high standard. 


GENEROUS IMSCOl M S FOR SER\ ICES 


Escorted travel to Isindon Kmin ay Siuiums, Iftralhrim amt Gamu t AtTjfarlS 
Further uiftnnwium and prospectus available from the Headmaster: 

Telephone: <01425* 472856 or 475197 Fax: 1014251 474715 

Rrwstfrrd Charity no. S07M7 ■ <j rrgisterd charity founded adely to edin tfle children 



SCHOOL 


BOAR DING AN D DAY SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
preparatory 311 senior ima 

1 A well disciplined friendly, taring environment with individual attention. 

* Excellent academic opponunities 

* Over 50 t xm curricular activities 
1 (Christian Ethos 

* I i Advanced [jcvel subjects pin* NV< } and (iNVQ offered 

* One rexidemial member of staff for every 10 houtkrs 
■ horarie* available for service children 

For further details please contact Mrs Collins 01626 774138 

—-TRINITY SCHOOL- 


BUCICERHX '■% ROAD • TE1GNMOUTH • DEVON • TQ14 BLY 
TEL (01626) 774138 

Trinity School is a charitable institute for the education of children 
Member K ISA — Reg Charily No 276960 — Accredited by ISjC 


* One 21 acre campus 

* High academic standards 
ISA 1996 Best GCSE Results 

* Quality an. drama & music 

* Strong sporting tradition 

* Our DYSLEXIA Centre 
offers specialist teaching 

* Supportive caring family 

atmosphere 


Travel and escort arrangements include airport*. Fareham, 

Romsey, Aldershot, Maidstone and Victoria Station, 

Tel: Susan on (01325) 49000ft 

for a brochure or to arrange a visit. Fax (01323) 898420 

Newlands School, Basibourne Road, Scaford, E. Sussex, BN25 4NP 
Newlands provides educalion for boys A girls. Reg. Charily No. 297606 


Royal Alexandra 
a, & Albert School 


Smaller Classes, Better Facilities, 
Quality Teaching* 


OPEN MORNING 

SATURDAY 4th OCTOBER 10,00 am - 12 noon 

Come and see us. Meet staff and join guided tours 
of the teaching and boarding facilities, 

* We are a voluntary aided state boarding school with 

places for boys and girls aged 8 to 18 

* Ibition ts free - parents pay only for boarding 

* We are very experienced in the needs of Service and 

expatriate families 

* Homely facilities in modern boarding houses 

* Close to M25, Gatwkfc & Heathrow 


For further information please telephone (017371 643052 
Gallon Park, Reiaate. Surrev Rl!2 0TD 


Patron: Her Majesty the Queen 


Chari i\ No. 311045 


M-H-S 


MAYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 
SOUTHSEA 

Boys 2-11 Girls 2-16+ 

What does Mayville High School Offer? 


* Small classes, ensuring individual attention 

* A strong academic record - excellent GCSE results, 

* A caring, but disciplined environment 

* An extensive, interesting curriculum 

* A dyslexia unit run by a qualified specialist 

* After school activities/prep, sessions until 6,00 p,m, 

* Strength in creative, sporting and academic subjects 

* Our Nursery is open from 8.00 a,m, - 6,00 p.m all year 

OPEN MORNING 

SATURDAY 4TH OCTOBER 10.00am - 12 NOON 

Mayville High School. 35 St. Simon’s Road, Sonthsea, 
P05 2PE 

01705 862747 



QUEEN VICTORIA 
SCHOOL 




Set in 45 acres of beautiful Perthshire countryside 

♦ Stable and uninterrupted coeducational boarding lor 11 - IS year olds; 

+ Quality education including school clothing at tow cost - termty tees £150; 
4 Overall pupil teacher ratio 8.5 to 1; total School Roll 270; 

♦ Eligibility includes children of Service personnel, serving or 
have served in Scotland; 

Warm, friendly, lively atmosphere where pastoral care takes high priority; 
School hospital and resident Sister; 

4 Full range of curriculum following the Scottish Education system; 

♦ Extensive programme of sport, music and extra-curricular activities; 

♦ Easily accessible by road, rail or air 

Visits to the School are welcome at any time ; 

For prospectus and further information or art appointment t 


THE HEADMASTER 
QUEEN VICTORIA SCHOOL 
DUNBLANE, PERTHSHIRE, 
FK1SOJY 


- : ■ - ..... .. . 

TO: 0131 310 2901 
Or: 01786 822288 
Fax: 0131 310 2926 


GORDON’S SCHOOL 

WOKING, SURREY 

PATRON - HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 


OPEN MORNING 

10.00- 12.00 

Saturday 4th October 1997 


Gordon's is a Gram Maintained, co-cducational school with 400 hoard¬ 
ers and day pupils. We have a very strong emphasis on hard work, tradi¬ 
tional values, academic success and high expectations. 

Our strength is m developing personality, diameter and confidence to 
cope with the modem world. 

* A small family school where the individual matters 

* An excellent standard of education in a demanding hut happy 
and friendly environment 

* A verage class size is 18 

* Extra tuition and extension classes for key subjects 

* Over 32 clubs and societies 

* Superb boarding facilities situated in fifty acres of parkland with 
indoor swimming pool 

* Easily accessible from London, Heathrow and Gatwick 

* As a Grant Maintained School there are no tuition fees, parents 
pay only the boarding fee which is well within the Forces 
allowances. 

For further information and a prospectus, please contact the 
Headmaster, Gordon's School, West End, Woking, Surrey GU24 9PT 
Tel: 01276 K58084, 

Gordon's School ft a registered Char its which exists to provide 
education far children Registered Charity No. 312092 
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iVY NEWS, SEPTEMBER 1997 


I 


UBLE WHAMMY OF THE LITTLE EXTRAS... 


Finance - facing the 
future on two fronts 


% / e all want the same thing - to give our 

children the very best start in life, writes Philip 
T ▼ Radford , an Independent Financial Adviser 

with an office in the Fleet Accommodation Centre at HMS 
Drake, 

! understand the daily pressures which Service families face, 
having spent the past eight years working with and for the Armed 
Forces in the UK and in Germany. 

Royal Navy families lace the real prospect or having to pay tor 
education, perhaps on two fronts. Those who choose to board their 
children at school will require funds over and above the Boarding School 
Allowance (BSA). Those whose children plan logo into higher education 
will he concerned with the Government’s intention to charge tuition fees. 

Saving up to help meet these costs, however remote that possibility may 
seem now, will require a disciplined approach. If people like me can make 
it less of a financial worry for people when the time comes, by helping 
them to make realistic plans now, we will have done a good job. 

It's a myth that most parents are able to meet the full cost of educating 
their children from savings or inheritances. Life isn't like that. It’s more 
likely to come from hard-earned, after lax income! 

T he BSA helps enormously (at least up to + A levels), however you 
still need to find ten per cent of fees yourself plus all the extras 
- school trips, exeats, field studies, music lessons, dancing, shoe 
repairs and so on. 

Many wives go out to work simply to help fund these 1 extras 1 . £750 a 
term is not uncommon,Common sense and good independent financial 
advice is needed. Savings need to be large tied and should be both 
sufficiently flexible and tax-efficient to take account of future inflationary 
pressures. 


HOYS & GIRLS 3-18 
Day <£ Boarding 

\947 
9<f\ 

EMBLEY PARK 

The "Value Added" SCHOOL 

renowned for maximising potential 


Romsey 

Hampshire SOS l 6ZE 
Tel: 01794 512206 
Fax: 01794 538737 

Reg istered Charity existing 
to educate children 


•There is no one correct answer to school fees funding - but there are 
many possibilities. In forward planning, Personal Equity Plans, 
Endowments, Investment Bonds, Managed Funds, National Savings, 
TESSAs and annuities all have a pari to play and are covered by such as 
the ISIS New Perspective range of plans. 

Then there are "draw down' facilities for immediate funding, where the 
total borrowing need not be taken up at the outset - each time you draw 
money, the amount is added to the balance outstanding. Banks offer 
schemes - and some companies, such as Holmwoods Termiime Credit, 
specialise in tcmily fees paid monthly. 



THE ROYAL SCHOOL 

HASLEIVIERE, SURREY 

BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS AGED 4 TO 18 YEARS 


• Boarding from 7 years in excellent facilities 

* Easy reach of London and main airports 

* Excellent academic results 

• Scholarships available 

■ Wide extra-curricular programme 

■ Service bursaries offered 

Tel: 01428 605407 FAX: 01428 607451 

* The Royal School provides an outstanding education 
for girls (Registered Charity No. 312060) 


Sir Roger Manwood’s 
School 

Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JX 

Tel: (01304) 613286 Fax: (01304) 615336 

Grant Maintained Mixed Grammar .School 

l l ift {6S0 pupils) 6th Ftmn (170 pupils) 

Founded 1563 

HOARDING FEES £4,734 PER YEAR - NO TUITION FEES 
ENTRANCE BY EXAMINATION 

Featured in Sunday Times Good State School Guide 

• Applications for boarding places 

should be made now 

• Strong extra-curricular tradition 

- Safe environment 

Close to Sandwich Station for trains to London and Dover for 

Cross-Channel Ferry Services 


Full details and prospectus may be obtained In writing, 
telephoning or by fax to the Headmaster 


ST DUNSTAN’S ABBEY 

SCHOOL PLYMOUTH 

DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 2'/2-18 
tfr High Academic Standard 
is Dyslexia Unit 
it Drama A Speciality 
# Single Bedrooms 

Telephone fora prospectus: 01752 201350 

A Charity prt/vidina tintiiity ftittfolion fur fhthiren, 

Registered! Chart tv otmiber Attfi7.it> 



ST JOHN’S SCHOOL SIDMOUTH 

THE flexible boarding school 

(ideal for the busy family) 

"Among the best in the UK providing benchmarks of 
excellence" 

(The Sunday Times) 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SERVICE FAMILIES AVAILABLE 

Write or ring for further information to: 

St John*s School, Broadway, Sidmouth Devon e\J0 8ft<i, 

Tel 01395 513984 

St John’s is a ctiariiy ik>. 274H64 anti exist* hi provide edutalion for children. 


Finborough School 

Independent Boarding ami Day School for hoys and girls aged 2 to Id years 



"Not everyone is suited to the traditional A-ievel route to 
further his/her education. Why not talk to us about our / and 2 year 
GNVQ courses2 r 

Apply M prospectus: 

The Admissions Officer, 

The Hall, Gt Finborough, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP 14 3EF 


Tel: 01449 773600 Fax: 01449 773601 




‘Thornlow School 


WEYMOUTH ( « 01305 782977) 
COEDUCATIONAL DAY AND BOARDING 
SCHOOL 
Pupils 446 years 

★ Small classes and individual encouragement 

★ Excellent GCSE results 

★ Broad curriculum including scperate Sciences and 
Dyslexic support 

★ 25m indoor healed swimming pool 

★ Forces-fees closely aligned to BSA 

★ Accommodation refurbished in 1995 

★ Good pastoral care and happy family atmosphere 

★ ACF unit 

★ Range of sporting activities including judo, sailing, canoeing 

★ Escorts to Airports 

★ Transport available with stops en route to Camberley, Surrey 


v. 


Write or telephone the Secretary for Prospectus (Sit 6): 
Buxton Road. Weymouth, Dorset DT4 9PK 



SEAFORD COLLEGE 

NOW FULLY CO-EDUCATIONAL 
Boarding, Weekly Boarding and Day, ages 1148 

Girls boarding from September 1997 

Open Mornings: Saturday October 4th 
and November 15th, 9-llum 

SCHOLARSHIPS available at //+, /3+ and in the 6th Form 

* Wide range of GCSE and A level subjects 

* GNVQ National Advanced Diploma Course in Business 

* Large and successful Art, Design and Technology Centre 

* Outstanding sporting record - International Boys Choir 

Write ur telephone for a prospectus to: SEAFORD COLLEGE, 
FREEPOST Cl 3402, Pet worth, West Sussex GU28 (I Ilk 
Tel: lima 867392 Fax: 01798 8*7606 

SruftirJ College is part of the Johnson Trust Ltd which exists to pmvidr education for children 
(Charily No. 277419) 


GREAT BALLARD 
SCHOOL 

Coeducational I APS School (2-13) 

Day and Boarding (full and weekly) 

TOP FOR ALL ROUND EDUCATION 


• Full range of evening clubs 
and weekend outings 

• Wonderful setting - small classes 

• Many new facilities 

- High academic standards 

• Forces discount given 

• Scholarships for Academic 
studies. Music, Art, Drama & 
Sport 


Far further del ads please contact; 

Maureen Williams 
Great Ballard School 
betwwen Chichester and Arundel 
TEL: (01243) 814236 FAX: (814586) 






j* 


%>t. Hatomtce College 

Ramsgate, Kent, CT11 7AE 


Boys and girls 3-18 years ~ Day and Boarding 

IAPS HMC ISIS 
Church of England Foundation 1879 

High Examination Pass Rates 
for University Entrance 
Exceptional facilities 
Close Pastoral Care 



































































This is a spacer page to allow the 
following cutaways to appear 
correctly just click on to the next 
page 





























Ships’ badges of the 4th (Portsmouth) and 6th (Devo 


Safety net 

EH101 Merlin anti-submarine helicopter 
Folding rotor blades and tail pylon 
Flight deck and Sanding grid 
Twin rudders 
Starboard propeller 

Propeller shaft and bearing housings 

Aft mooring bollards 

Life raft stowage 

Flight deck lighting 

Emergency position beacon 

Pilotage position 

Portable television antennae 

Hangar 

Mainmast 

UHF antennae 

Aft Seawolf tracker 

Hangar deck air treatment unit 

Aft refuelling-at-sea winch 

Air treatment unit 

Technical office and information centre 

Aft fuel tanks 

Ship control centre 

Motor gear room 

Propeller shaft disc brake 

Workshop 

Starboard main reduction gearbox 


Copyright Navy News 1997 


Rigid inflatable boat, port and starboard 
Boat davit 
Director sight 
Magnetic compass 
Communications antenna cables 
Exhaust vents 

Main engine and gas turbine room venting 
exhausts 

Intake filters 

Main engine intake plenum 

30mm cannon, port and starboard 

Accommodation ladder stowage 

Gas turbine room 

Stabiliser 

Hull stabilising strake 

Twin Rolls Royce Spey gas turbine 
main engines 

Forward auxiliary machinery room 

Twin diesel generators 

Operations room annex 

Sonar display room, operations room to port 

Main communications office 


48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 
61 
62 

63 

64 


Scrambling net 

Forward life raft stowage 

Refuelling-at-sea reception rig 6: 

380mm signal projector, port and star¬ 
board 

SCOT antenna, port and starboard 

Diesel generator exhaust shroud 

Foremast 

Antenna pantograph 

ESM antennae 


Search radar 7 

Wind speed and direction anemometer 7; 

Navigation radar j 

Forward Seawolf tracker 7 

Electronic warfare office 7. 

Forward tracker office 7' 

Seagnat launcher 7 


254mm signal projector, port and starboard 
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Frigate 


Squadrons 


Navv News 


THE ROYAL NAVY’S Type 23 frigate is one of the 
most advanced warships in service today. 

Designed for an anti-submarine rote, the ship’s 
superstructure is angled to minimise radar reflec¬ 
tions, shrinking her 133m hull to the size of a 
fishing boat on the enemy’s radar. 

Her CODLAG (combined diesel electric and gas 
turbine) Rolls-Royce, Paxman and GEC propul¬ 
sion plants provide quiet power during long- 
range sonar detection and tracking, but can push 
the 4,200-tonne ship to speeds in excess of 28 
knots. 

The Type 23, or Duke-class, frigates have a 
range of powerful sensors to communicate and 
detect the enemy in the air, on the surface or 
beneath the waves. 

information from sensors is fed into the ship’s 
sophisticated BAeSEMA command system which, 


like other systems on the ship, is capable of 
incorporating advances in technology throughout 
its active life. 

The ship’s response to a threat could be to 
launch a Harpoon or Seawolf missile, fire torpe¬ 
does or the main 4.Sin gun, or to launch her 
Merlin helicopter to detect and attack an enemy 
vessel. 

For such a large vessel, the ship's company of 
just under 180 is a graphic demonstration of the 
type of lean-manning required of RN ships today. 

Two shipyards, Yarrow s of Glasgow and Swan 
Hunter of Walisend-on-Tyne, were given the 
responsibility of building the class, with Yarrow's 
accounting for 12 of the 16 ships. 

The ships of the 4th and 6th Frigate 
Squadrons, with pennant numbers, are: 

HMS Argyll (F231); HMS Grafton (F80); HMS 
Iron Duke (F234); HMS Kent (F78); HMS 
Lancaster (F229); HMS Marlborough (F233); HMS 
Monmouth (F235); HMS Montrose (F236); HMS 
Norfolk (F230); HMS Northumberland (F238); HMS 
Portland (F79); HMS Richmond (F239); HMS St 
Albans (F83); HMS Somerset (F82); HMS 
Sutherland (F81) and HMS Westminster (F237). 

The ships’ badges, also in alphabetical order, 
are displayed at the foot of this poster. 




Swimmer of the watch hoist, port and 
starboard 

Officers' cabins 

Starboard main and emergency lights 

Chart room 

Bridge 

Commanding Officer's day cabin and dining 
room 

Officers’ heads 

Petty Officers 1 recreational space 

POs' cabins 
Forward fuel tanks 
Baggage store 
Missile efflux deflector 

Harpoon missile launchers; eight miss- 
ties 


78 

79 

80 
81 
82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 


Vertical Seawolf missile silo; 32 missiles 

Senior ratings’ heads 
Forward air treatment unit 
Sonar equipment room 
Sports locker 
Beer and spirit store 
Gun room 
Ammunition hoist 
Gunring mechanism 
Vickers 4.5in gun 
Anchor capstans 


89 Forward mooring bollards 

90 Jackstaff with forward mooring light 

91 Towing cable eye 

92 Twin anchors 

93 Sonar housing 































































